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John Chapter 8, Part 2 (VS 31-59) – Test Your Knowledge
1. What did Jesus say in this chapter would set them free?
A. The cross
B. Prayer
C. The truth
D. Knowledge of the scriptures
2. When Jesus was arguing with the Jews in this chapter, who did He say was their real father?
A. God	
B. Moses
C. Abraham
D. The Devil
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]What did Jesus say would happen if they followed His teachings?
A. They would never see death
B. They would never sin again
C. They would live a wonderful life
D. They would avoid persecution

4. When Jesus was arguing with the Jews in this chapter, what did they say about Him?
A. He was the Son of God
B. He was a true Jew
C. He was demon possessed
D. He was a sinless man

5. Jesus said, “before Abraham was born, __________.
A. There was no sin
B. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]I Am
C. The earth was covered with water
D. Angels ruled the earth

Bonus (20 Points): Why were the Jews so adamant that they were children of Abraham? What did that mean to them and what was the difference between their father and His Father? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)



Recap from the Last Class
In first 30 verses of this chapter, Jesus was teaching in the temple when the Pharisees bring a woman caught in adultery, attempting to trap Him into contradicting the Law of Moses. Aware of their motives, Jesus writes on the ground and challenges anyone without sin to cast the first stone, prompting the accusers, unable to present true witnesses and convicted by their own guilt, to leave. Jesus then shows compassion, telling the woman He does not condemn her and instructing her to sin no more.  Jesus emphasized that forgiveness does not minimize the seriousness of sin but offers a path to redemption. He continues teaching, declaring Himself the Light of the World and confronting the Pharisees’ spiritual blindness, asserting that His testimony is valid because it comes from the Father. As they question His identity, Jesus warns that their refusal to believe in Him will leave them dying in their sins. He foretells His crucifixion, stating that when He is “lifted up,” they will recognize His divine identity, and many listeners believe, even as the Pharisees who are experts in the Law, fail to understand the God who authored it.
John Chapter 8, Part 2: vs 31-59 (NLT)
Jesus and Abraham
31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33 “But we are descendants of Abraham,” they said. “We have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean, ‘You will be set free’?”
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin. 35 A slave is not a permanent member of the family, but a son is part of the family forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free. 37 Yes, I realize that you are descendants of Abraham. And yet some of you are trying to kill me because there’s no room in your hearts for my message. 38 I am telling you what I saw when I was with my Father. But you are following the advice of your father.”
39 “Our father is Abraham!” they declared.
“No,” Jesus replied, “for if you were really the children of Abraham, you would follow his example. 40 Instead, you are trying to kill me because I told you the truth, which I heard from God. Abraham never did such a thing. 41 No, you are imitating your real father.”
They replied, “We aren’t illegitimate children! God himself is our true Father.”
42 Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, because I have come to you from God. I am not here on my own, but he sent me. 43 Why can’t you understand what I am saying? It’s because you can’t even hear me! 44 For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 So when I tell the truth, you just naturally don’t believe me! 46 Which of you can truthfully accuse me of sin? And since I am telling you the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Anyone who belongs to God listens gladly to the words of God. But you don’t listen because you don’t belong to God.”
48 The people retorted, “You Samaritan devil! Didn’t we say all along that you were possessed by a demon?”
49 “No,” Jesus said, “I have no demon in me. For I honor my Father—and you dishonor me. 50 And though I have no wish to glorify myself, God is going to glorify me. He is the true judge. 51 I tell you the truth, anyone who obeys my teaching will never die!”
52 The people said, “Now we know you are possessed by a demon. Even Abraham and the prophets died, but you say, ‘Anyone who obeys my teaching will never die!’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?”
54 Jesus answered, “If I want glory for myself, it doesn’t count. But it is my Father who will glorify me. You say, ‘He is our God,’ 55 but you don’t even know him. I know him. If I said otherwise, I would be as great a liar as you! But I do know him and obey him. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”
57 The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”
58 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I am!” 59 At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the Temple.
Verses 31 and 32 (The Truth Shall Set You Free)‬‬‬‬‬
	Some people read verse 31 and make the assumption that the people that Jesus is talking to are true believers.  After all, John records that they are “the people who had believed in Him”.  These people had believed in Jesus, but the text in verse 32 adds a qualification to those who believe that most people miss. You need to read this section carefully and pay attention to one little word, “if”.  Jesus said that it isn’t enough for people to believe in Him, but they must read the Word and let it sink deep within their hearts.  He said that they are truly his disciples, “if” they remained faithful to his teachings. 
	Many people come down to the alter and repent of their sins, but they get up and go right back into the same life of sin.  True believers have a desire to know more about what God’s word says, and they study it and try to live according to God’s plan.  These people did not meet the “if” part of Jesus’ statement in verse 32, and therefore; they were not true believers.
	Jesus said that if they remained faithful to His teaching that they would “know the truth and the truth would set them free”.  Dr. David Guzik said, “There is nothing like the freedom we can have in Jesus. No money can buy it, no status can obtain it, no works can earn it, and nothing can match it.”  The freedom that Jesus is speaking of in this statement is the freedom from sin and eternal damnation.  Knowing that Satan no longer controls our lives and the knowledge that we will spend eternity in Heaven with Jesus, is a freedom that lost sinners will never know.
Verses 33 thru 36 (Descendants of Abraham)‬‬‬‬‬
	You would think that these Jews would have been happy about being set free from sin, but instead they challenge what Jesus has just told them.  They become defensive and tell Him that they are children of Abraham and that they have never been slaves to anyone.  I think these people may need to go back to school and study their history a little more.  400 years of slavery in Egypt, they had been enslaved by Philistines multiple times, they spend 70 years in bondage in Babylon, and they are currently under the oppression of the Romans.  But they insist that they have never been slaves to anyone.  
	Jesus tells them in verse 34, that anyone who sins is a slave to sin.  They had actually been a slave to sin ever since they had been born, but their hard hearts refuse to admit it.  Jesus now tells them that the Son of God can set them free from sin and then they can be truly free.  So, do you think they now ask Him to free them from their sins?
Verses 37 thru 41 (The True Father)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus now acknowledges that they are genetically the descendants of Abraham who is their earthly father, but they are not following his teachings and some of them were trying to kill Him.  They wanted to kill Him because they did not agree with His view of sin, and He wanted them to obey the laws of God rather than the laws of man.
	Jesus tells them that this message is coming straight from His Father in Heaven, but they are following another father and they won’t listen to Him.  Jesus is not referring to Abraham as their father, but rather he is talking about their spiritual father, and they know exactly what He is referring too.  If they were not mad before, then now they are furious with Him and want to kill Him even more.
Verses 42 thru 44 (The father of Lies)‬‬‬‬‬
	The Jews shout back at Him and tell Him that Abraham is their father and they deny Jesus’ insinuation.  Jesus tells them that if they were truly the children of Abraham, then they would be following his example instead of trying to kill Him.  Again, Jesus tells them that they are imitating their real father and He is not talking about Abraham. Now they say that they are not illegitimate children, and this was a swipe at Jesus’ for being born out of wedlock to Mary.  They now say that God is their true Father, but Jesus refutes them and tells them that if God were their true Father, then they would love Him.  
In verse 44, Jesus finally just comes out and says it and He tells them that the devil is their father and they are following his will.  Satan has been leading their lives for a long time, and they might not even know that they are following him, but they were not following God.   Satan had lied to them, and he is still lying to people today.  Satan’s most famous trick is to whisper half-truths into our lives to lead people away from God.  He might tell you that you really don’t need to go to church to be a Christian.  Or that old Bible is hard to read and boring.  Or it’s just a little lie and no one will ever know. These are all lies straight from the father of all lies and he is doing everything that he can to lead people straight to the gates of Hell.  Don’t listen to him!  Rebuke him in the name of Jesus! 
Verses 45 thru 47 (You Don’t Belong to God)‬‬‬‬‬
	In verse 45, Jesus tells them that they will not listen to Him and therefore they are rejecting God himself.  Jesus now makes a very bold statement that I would be willing to bet that none of you would make.  He stands in the temple before a very hostile crowd and asks the question, “Which of you can truly accuse me of sin?”  Would any of you be willing to stand up and ask everyone else in this room if they could accuse you of committing sin?  I can’t do that and you probably can’t either.  Do you remember back in verse 7 when they were accusing the woman of sin and Jesus told them, “ye who are without sin, let him cast the first stone.”  No one was able to answer this call, but now Jesus gives them the same chance to convict Him.  What sin did they accuse Jesus of?
	No one dared to accuse Him because He was a sinless man and they all knew it.  Jesus plainly tells them that if they belonged to God then they would listen to God’s words.  Jesus has told them many times that He is speaking the words that the Father told Him to say, but they are still refusing to listen to a single word that He says.  Therefore; Jesus tells them again that they do not belong to God and instead they are following their father the devil. 
Verses 48 thru 50 (Sticks and Stones….)‬‬‬‬‬
	The Jews have become so mad at this point that they start to do something that we have all had to endure.  They start calling Jesus names.  They call Him a Samaritan, which was the most despised race of people in that land.  Often when people resort to calling people names, it is because they cannot win an argument, so they start to lie and try to belittle their opponent.  If it was not enough to call Him a Samaritan, now they also say that He is possessed by a demon.  So, the people who are filled with the spirit of Satan are saying that He has a demon?  Maybe they were looking at their own reflection in a mirror?  Don’t allow people who call you names to get to you.  Just know that when they are sinking to that level, they are losing the fight.  Remember what you were taught as a child, “Sticks and Stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”  Want to win the fight when someone is calling you names?  Just tell them that Jesus loves them and let them know that you will be praying for them.  That is what Paul was instructing us to do in Romans 12:20 when he said, “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in doing so you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 
Verses 51 thru 53 (Who do you think you are?)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus makes another statement in verse 51 that confused them and still confuses some Christians today.  Jesus says that anyone obeys his teachings will never die.  Some versions translate that as never see death or never taste death.  So, all of Jesus’ disciples followed His teaching, but they all died and so did millions of Christians since then.  Jesus did not mean that they would never physically die, but rather they would never have a spiritual death, which is separation from God.  Not only will the true believer never face a spiritual death, but the physical death also loses its grip on us as well.  
Although we will all die (unless the rapture happens first), death is not the end for us.  Death for a Christian is the beginning of eternity in Heaven.  For unbelievers, death is the beginning of eternal suffering in Hell with the rest of Satan and his demons.  The apostle Paul also wrote about this in 1 Corinthians 15 in verses 50-56 and in verse 55 he said, “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?  
In verse 53, these Jews ask the question that Jesus has been waiting for this entire time.  They ask Him, “Who do you think you are?”  Can you imagine Jesus’ expression on His face when they asked that?  I can imagine Him thinking, I have told you this many times, but you haven’t been listening.  I am the Son of God!  No matter how many times He had told them this they still refused to listen.
Verses 54 thru 56 (Abraham Saw Jesus)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus lets them know that the Father will glorify Him and that God won’t honor them because they do not know Him.  Jesus said that if He said that He did not know the Father, then He would be a liar just like them.  Jesus ends these verses with a claim that would shock them when He said that Abraham looked forward to Jesus’ coming and Abraham rejoiced.  This was a claim that Abraham knew Jesus in an intimate way and the Jews are about to lose their mind.
Verses 57 thru 59 (I Am)‬‬‬‬‬
	At this point they think that Jesus is crazy, and they say that He isn’t even 50 years old, so there is no way that Abraham knew Jesus.  Abraham died almost 2000 years before Jesus, so in there mind it is impossible for Abraham to have known Jesus.  Jesus says something that He has already said two other times in this chapter in verses 24 and 28 when He tells them that He is the “I AM!” The words that He used here in the ancient Greek are ego emi, and these are the exact same words that God use when He spoke to Moses from the burning bush (Exodus 3:14).  This was a clear reference that Jesus was God!
	At this point the Jews think they finally have what they need to convict Him of a crime punishable by death and they pick up stones to kill Him.  This is also a clear sign they knew exactly what He meant when He said that He was the great I AM.  Some people still want to claim that Jesus never claimed to be God, but this is an indisputable case of Jesus saying that He is God.
	As the Jews gather rocks to stone Him, Jesus simply slips away through the crowd and avoids getting stoned. Although Jesus would eventually be crucified, His time had not been fully completed, and He would not allow them to stop His ministry.  Just like when the people tried to forcefully make Him their king in John 6:15 and when His own countrymen tried to kill Him in Luke 4:28-30, Jesus just simply slips away from them and continues His ministry. 
What did you learn from this class? _________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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