Acts Chapter 22 – Test Your Knowledge
1. Where was Paul born?
A. Philadelphia
B. Bethlehem
C. Rome
D. Tarsus

2. In Paul’s testimony before the crowd, who did he encounter on the road to Damascus?
A. Roman Soldiers
B. Jesus of Nazareth
C. Agabus
D. Jesus of Bethlehem
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Who prayed for Paul to receive his sight? 
A. Ananias
B. Philip the Evangelist
C. Timothy
D. John Mark

4. [bookmark: _Hlk208256085]In Paul’s trance, where did the Lord tell Paul to go – what people group?
A.  The Sadducees 
B.  The Romans
C.  The Gentiles
D.  The Jews

5. What did the Roman commander do to Paul when the crowd started yelling and throwing dirt?
A. Handed him over to the crowd
B. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Took him inside and flogged and interrogated him
C. Took him inside and Released him the next day
D. None of the above


Bonus (20 Points): When the Roman commander wanted to flog Paul, what did Paul say to the commander that stopped him?
 
Grade: _____    (20 Points for each correct answer)




Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 22
Last week …..Paul left Ephesian Elders he traveled through various cities as he traveled to Jerusalem.  He stayed a week in Tyre where he found believers who prophesied to him to not go on to Jerusalem but Paul knew he had to go on to Jerusalem.  The people prayed over him and Paul departed.  
Eventually Paul arrived in Caesarea and stayed with Philip the Evangelist who’s four daughters had the gift of prophecy. A man named Agabus takes Paul’s belt off and binds his hands to prophesy of what was coming for Paul.  The believers compelled and cried for Paul to not go but Paul tells them he must go even if it means his imprisonment and/or death.  Paul travels on to Jerusalem where he was falsely accused by Jews and is eventually arrested and the Roman commander wondered why all the shouting and accusations.  Paul requested to address the crowd and the commander agreed.  Chapter 22 starts with Paul’s address.  
Text Acts 22 (NIV)  1 “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.”  2 When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic, they became very quiet.  Then Paul said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. 4 I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison, 5 as the high priest and all the Council can themselves testify. I even obtained letters from them to their associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished.
6 “About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?’  8 “‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked.  “ ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. 9 My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of him who was speaking to me.  10 “‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked.  “ ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do.’ 11 My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the light had blinded me.
12 “A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly respected by all the Jews living there. 13 He stood beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to see him.  14 “Then he said: ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. 15 You will be his witness to all people of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’
17 “When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying at the temple, I fell into a trance 18 and saw the Lord speaking to me. ‘Quick!’ he said. ‘Leave Jerusalem immediately, because the people here will not accept your testimony about me.’  19 “‘Lord,’ I replied, ‘these people know that I went from one synagogue to another to imprison and beat those who believe in you. 20 And when the blood of your martyr[a] Stephen was shed, I stood there giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’  21 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’ ”
Paul the Roman Citizen 22 The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they raised their voices and shouted, “Rid the earth of him! He’s not fit to live!”  23 As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, 24 the commander ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. He directed that he be flogged and interrogated in order to find out why the people were shouting at him like this. 25 As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, “Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?”
26 When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and reported it. “What are you going to do?” he asked. “This man is a Roman citizen.”  27 The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?”  “Yes, I am,” he answered.  28 Then the commander said, “I had to pay a lot of money for my citizenship.”  “But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied.  29 Those who were about to interrogate him withdrew immediately. The commander himself was alarmed when he realized that he had put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains.
Paul Before the Sanhedrin  30 The commander wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by the Jews. So the next day he released him and ordered the chief priests and all the members of the Sanhedrin to assemble. Then he brought Paul and had him stand before them.
Acts 22 Commentary
V1-5  Acts 22 continues with the Roman commander allowing Paul to address the crowd as he requested at the closing of Chapter 21.  Paul addresses them in Aramaic and presents his Jewish biography.  1. Born in Tarsus  2.  Brought to and raised in Jerusalem  3.  Educated by Gamaliel who was thoroughly trained in the Law  4.  Zealous or the Law and persecuted followers of the Way (Jesus Christ) and had them arrested and thrown into prison  5. He even obtained letters to travel to Damascus and do the same the followers (male and female) of Christ there as well and planned to bring them to trial in Jerusalem.   
V6-16 Paul’s delivered to the crowd his conversion testimony.  
V6-11  In this passage Paul gives his testimony following his biography.  He talks about his zeal in arresting Christians, and that he obtained papers to travel to Damascus and arrest followers of Christ (Christians) and bring them back to Jerusalem to stand trial to be punished (prison, beaten, and other cruel punishments).  
While traveling to Damascus, Paul is encountered by Jesus Christ who confronted him with a bright light then a question, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  This is after Paul is blinded and knocked off his horse by a great light.  His traveling companions recognized that the voice was the voice of Jesus but could not understand what Jesus said.  Paul asked the Lord, “what should he do?” The Lord answered him by instructing him to go to Damascus and there he would be instructed about all that he would do.  Paul’s traveling companions then led him to Damascus, because he was blind.  
V12-16 Ananias obeys the Lord and finds Paul.  In this passage, Ananias finds Paul and prays for his healing.  Paul told the crowd that Ananias stood beside him and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very moment I was able to see him.  14 “Then he said: ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. 15 You will be his witness to all people of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.’  
NOTES ON BAPTISM:  Water baptism accompanied the proclamation of the gospel from the beginning of the church’s mission (Acts 2:38, 41).  It was a rite of Christian initiation used in the NT to indicate that a person was committing himself or herself fully to Jesus Christ.  By going into the baptismal water in the name of the Trinity (in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), believers visibly demonstrated their faith before the Christian community.  1.) Being baptized signifies that one now belongs to Jesus Christ and has a share in His life, His Spirit, and His inheritance with God.  2.) Water baptism is a response to what Christ has done for the believer.  To be valid, it must be preceded by repentance and a personal faith in Christ (Acts 2:38, Col 2:12).  3.) Water baptism, when undertaken with a sincere heart of faith and commitment to Jesus as Lord and Savior, is a means of receiving Grace from Christ.  4.) Water baptism is an outward sign and testimony of our receiving Christ as Lord and Savior and of the washing away of our sins. (Acts 2:38; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet 3:21).  5.) Water baptism portrays the union of the believer with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection (Rom 6:1-11; Col 2:11-13).  This signifies and end (and death) to a life of sin and the beginning of a new life in Christ.  Therefore, water baptism involves a commitment to a lifelong practice of turning one’s back on the world and all that is evil and living a new life in the Spirit that reflects God’s standards of righteousness.  (Rom 6:3-4, 7, 10, 12; Col 3:3-14; Rom 6:4-5, 11; Rom 6:6, 11-13; Col 2:1-17).  
V16 wash your sins away Note:  Paul was converted and saved on the Damascus road (Acts 9:3-19).  His baptism was his public testimony of forgiveness, dying to sin and his old self, and public identification with Christ as a commitment for life.  Baptism represents for each believer a washing away and burial of one’s past sinful life (Rom 6:1-14).  
V17-21 Paul continues his testimony by telling of his return to Jerusalem.  Paul continued by telling the crowd that he returned to Jerusalem and went to the temple and prayed and then fell into a trance where the Lord told him to go far away unto the Gentiles.  
V17 fell into a trance Note:  The term “trance” here denotes a state of mind where one is primarily aware only of the realm of the Spirit rather than the natural.  At such times one is especially receptive to revelation from God.  It means being brought by the Spirit into a deeper and more intense communion with God.  (Note: Peter’s trance in Acts 10:10 and 11:5).  
V22-29 Paul’s revealing of his Roman citizenship.  After said that God told him to go to the Gentiles, the people raised their voices in revolt against Paul’s testimony (much like the world is doing toward Christianity and the Gospel of Jesus Christ today).  They shouted and threw dust into the air and were turning into a riot.  V24 the Roman commander ordered that Paul be taken inside and then flogged and questioned as to why the riot was stirred up.  
V25 when they prepared Paul for flogging, Paul asked if it was legal for a Roman citizen to be flogged without being found guilty.  V26 the centurion in charge of the flogging went to the commander and asked what he was going to do since Paul was a Roman citizen.  
V27-29 the commander interrogated Paul about his Roman citizenship and Paul affirms it.  Those who were to interrogate him dropped back when they all realized that they had put a Roman citizen in chains.  Chapter 22 ends here.  


