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John Chapter 15 – Test Your Knowledge
1. Jesus said, “I am the vine, and you are ____________.”
A. The fruit
B. The gardener
C. The helper
D. The branches
2. Jesus said, “There is no greater love than to ______________ for one’s friends.”
A. Pray
B. Lay down one’s life
C. Take away the sins
D. Bring food
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]What command did Jesus give His disciples in this chapter?
A. Wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit
B. Judge not, that ye be not judged
C. Go and make disciples of all the nations
D. Love one another
4. Jesus said, “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first.” 
A. True
B. False
5. Who did Jesus say would come and testify about Him in this chapter?
A. The Spirit of Truth
B. John the Baptist
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Elijah
D. Abraham

Bonus (20 Points): What Old Testament scripture did Jesus quote from in this chapter? 
______________


Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)




Recap from the Last Class
In John 14, Jesus comforts His troubled disciples after telling them that He is leaving, encouraging them to trust in God and in Him. He assures them that He is going to prepare a place for them in His Father’s house and promises to return so they can be with Him forever. When Thomas questions how they will know the way, Jesus declares that He is "the way, the truth, and the life," emphasizing that salvation comes only through Him. Jesus also teaches that He and the Father are one, giving His followers a glimpse into the nature of the Trinity. He promises that those who believe in Him will continue His work through the power of prayer in His name and through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, who would come to dwell within believers as their Helper, Comforter, and Teacher. Throughout the chapter, Jesus repeatedly links love for Him with obedience to His Word, assuring His disciples that God will be with them and guide them. Finally, He leaves them with a peace that the world cannot give, encouraging them to trust Him completely during the difficult days ahead and reminding believers today to rest in His promises, seek His guidance through Scripture, and leave their burdens in His care.
John – Chapter 15 (NLT)
Jesus, the True Vine
1 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.
5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.
9 “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 11 I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12 This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me. 16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
The World’s Hatred
18 “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 20 Do you remember what I told you? ‘A slave is not greater than the master.’ Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you. And if they had listened to me, they would listen to you. 21 They will do all this to you because of me, for they have rejected the one who sent me. 22 They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. But now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Anyone who hates me also hates my Father. 24 If I hadn’t done such miraculous signs among them that no one else could do, they would not be guilty. But as it is, they have seen everything I did, yet they still hate me and my Father. 25 This fulfills what is written in their Scriptures: ‘They hated me without cause.’
26 “But I will send you the Advocate—the Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the Father and will testify all about me. 27 And you must also testify about me because you have been with me from the beginning of my ministry.
Verses 1 thru 3 (The True Vine)‬‬‬‬‬
	The symbolism in these verses is one that most people during those days would have clearly understood, but many people today may not understand what Jesus is talking about.  Jesus tells us in verse one that He is the “true vine” as opposed to the religious leaders who were leading people astray.  Jesus is the root or the foundation, and all good things come through Him and as believers in Christ, we have been grafted into this vine.  Not only are we part of this vine, but God the Father is described in this verse as the gardener who takes care of us.
	The purpose of having a garden is so that you can grow fruits and vegetables and harvest the benefits of the things that you have planted.  If you planted an apple tree and let it grow for 10 years and you never got any apples from it, do you really have an apple tree or just a tree.  At some point if you don’t get any fruit from your tree, you would just chop it down and plant something else in its place.  This same symbology is being used to represent the people who claim to be a Christian, but they never bear any visible proof of their salvation.  If you are a born-again Christian, then you should produce fruit.  The easiest way that I could demonstrate this is, if you were standing in front of a judge and being accused of being a Christian, would there be enough evidence for them to convict you? Not everyone’s fruit will look the same, but we should all be giving something back to God.  This fruit may be in the form of service to others, teaching, preaching, praise, worship, love, joy, peace and many others.  
	I think most people understand this concept that if you plant something and it doesn’t produce fruit then you will get rid of it, but they miss the pruning part that is discussed in the second half of verse two.  Pruning is something that I struggled to understand for a long time until I actually saw it for myself.  I have twelve blueberry bushes at my house, and they produced quite a bit of blueberries in the first few years that I had them.  I have a friend at work who is a botanist and I was telling him about them, and he asked me if I had ever pruned them.  I had never done that and when he told me what I needed to do, I was horrified.  He told me to find some of the biggest branches on each bush and cut them off right at the ground.  He also told me to prune away about 50% of the upper branches before it started to grow in the spring.  I thought he was crazy, but after doing some research I found out that he was correct.  
The first time that I pruned those bushes, I thought I had killed them.  Where there used to be a very full bush, now there was a bush with lots of empty space and it looked pitiful.  What I found out was that once all of that old growth had been cut away, then new shoots quickly emerged from the ground and the other branches budded out and filled in the holes.  The bushes grew even taller and by the end of the harvest season, the bushes were almost twice as big as they were the previous year and I harvested more berries than I ever had before. 
Our Christian walk is no different, and sometimes God needs to prune back some the old stuff to watch us grow even more than we could imagine.  We often go through trials (aka pruning), and if we persevere, we will come out stronger on the other side.  I have learned that when I am going through one of these trials, then I will step back and rather than complain, I will ask God what He is trying to teach me.  You should do the same thing and watch how much you will grow. "Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything." James 1:2-4 (NIV)
Verses 4 thru 8 (Remain in Me)‬‬‬‬‬
	In verses four and five, Jesus makes it clear that for us to be fruitful, we must remain in Him.  But Jesus is in Heaven and we are here on earth.  So what do you think He means when He says we are to remain in Him?
	This is not a one-way street with us remaining in Him but also for Him to remain in us as well.  Galatians 5:22-23 tells us how this will work. “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!”  With the Holy Spirit dwelling within us, we will have divine guidance in our lives if we allow Him to work through us.
	Verses six through eight lets us know what will happen if we do not remain in Him and we do not produce fruit.  Every branch that does not produce fruit will be cut off from the vine, wither and be thrown into the fire.  There are several references to this in the Bible to show that bearing no fruit leads to death.  Jesus cursed the fig tree for not producing fruit in Mark 11:12-25 and it withered up and died.  Jesus also told a separate parable about not producing fruit in Luke 13:6-9, where a farmer was going to cut down a fig tree for not producing fruit.  The point is clear that as Christians we must produce fruit or we are not following His plan for our lives.
Verses 9 thru 17 (No Greater Love)‬‬‬‬‬
	Just as we were told to remain in Him, now Jesus tells us in verses nine and ten that we must remain in His love.  He tells us that for us to remain in His love, that we must obey His commandments.  Jesus also obeyed the commandments of His Father and therefore He remains in the Fathers love and when we do the same, we remain in the Son and the Father’s love as well.  So what commandments did Jesus give us? “Love each other in the same way I have loved you.” Christians should love each other in a way that shows the rest of the world that we are different.  We should not just say that we love our brothers and sisters in Christ, but we should be willing to act on it as well.  
	Jesus says that the ultimate act of love is for someone to give their life for someone else.  Jesus was the ultimate example of this when He gave His life on the cross for each of us.  His life was not taken from Him, and nails did not hold Him on the cross.  Jesus could have stopped the crucifixion at any time, but instead He chose to freely give His life as a sacrifice for our sins.  His love for us is what held Him to that cross, not the nails.  
	As Veteran’s Day approaches next week, you should know that each and every veteran that ever served has agreed to also give their life for your freedom.  When we signed our name on those enlistment papers, we agreed to give everything that we had to protect this great country up to and including our lives.  This is the greatest love that Jesus was referring too.  When you see a veteran in the coming days, make sure to thank them for their service and remember those that paid the ultimate sacrifice for your freedom.
Verses 18 thru 25 (The World will Hate You)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus tells His disciples that the world hates goodness.  The rulers of this world despise Christianity because it points out all of the evil things that they are doing and convicts them of the sins that they are committing.  They hated Jesus for pointing out their sins and He says that because they hated Him that they will also hate us when we are following in His footsteps.  Jesus tells them this as preparation for the suffering that they would endure simply for being a follower of Christ.  Christians are some of the most hated people in this world.  Murders, drug dealers, rapist and thieves are hated less than most Christians.  When Pilot asked the crowd who they wanted him to release, he gave them a choice between a murderer named Barabas and a sinless Man who loved God.  Who did they choose?
	Jesus also preached the word of God to them and many of them ignored His message.  In a like manner, we will also preach His word to the world and most of them will ignore us as well.  We should not be surprised when we offer the gospel to someone, and they turn down this opportunity to get saved.  Peter told us all about this when he said, “If you are insulted because you bear the name of Christ, you will be blessed, for the glorious Spirit of God rests upon you. If you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or prying into other people’s affairs. But it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege of being called by his name!” (1 Peter 4:14-16).  But everyone will not reject your message and when someone does listen to His word and repents, we should be the most joyful people on earth. 
Verses 26 and 27 (The Spirit of Truth)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus again tells His disciples that He will send the Advocate (Holy Spirit) to lead them and guide them.  He calls the Holy Spirit the “Spirit of Truth” in these verses and says that He will testify about Jesus.  The Holy Spirit dwells in each of us and that means that same Spirit of Truth also lives in us as well.  We should be sharing this truth with the rest of the world.  Just as Jesus testified about the Father and the Holy Spirit testifies about Jesus, we also should be testifying about all three.  As you go out into this world in the coming week, I am challenging each of you to tell this truth to at least one person before our next class. Pray that the right person might be sent to you and that their hearts would be prepared for His message.  And then when that opportunity arises, be bold and confidently share this gospel message with them and be prepared for the harvest.
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________Materials from previous classes can be found on www.aceng.net/Bible-Corner[image: ]
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