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John Chapter 7 – Test Your Knowledge
1. What festival did Jesus go to in this chapter?
A. Festival of Tabernacles/Shelters
B. Festival of Unleavened Bread/Passover 
C. Festival of Lights/Hanukkah
D. Feast of Weeks/Pentecost
2. Moses began the tradition of circumcising the Jews.
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]What town was the Messiah born in?
A. Nazareth
B. Bethlehem
C. Caesarea
D. Shiloh

4. Who was sent to arrest Jesus?
A. Roman Soldiers
B. Temple Guards
C. Jerusalem Police
D. Local Mob

5. What was the name of the Jewish leaders who asked if it was right to convict someone without a trial? 
A. Annas
B. Caiaphas
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Nicodemus
D. Herod Antipas

Bonus (20 Points): Why did they not have “living water” when Jesus was on earth? 
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)




Recap from the Last Class
Jesus makes it clear that the Father’s will is for everyone to believe in Him, Jews, Gentiles, rich and poor, because "Jesus does not reject anyone, and everyone is welcome in the Father’s house." Jesus’ promise of being "raised up on the last day" points to eternal life rather than earthly survival, yet the crowd is confused because they only see His earthly origins.  They cannot grasp that the Father must draw a person to the Son, so many are spiritually blind to what really matters. He repeats that He is the bread of life and shocks them by saying His body and blood must be received, teaching that "His body was the bread of life, and that He would give this bread as an offering to cover the sins of the world," which points us to daily consumption of the Word and the sacrament of communion rather than literal cannibalism. That hard teaching sifts true believers from those who follow out of convenience, and many abandon Him when faith becomes difficult. The faithful few (twelve disciples) remain to carry the Gospel, and Jesus warns them about a devil among them (Judas).
John Chapter 7 (NLT)
Jesus and His Brothers
1 After this, Jesus traveled around Galilee. He wanted to stay out of Judea, where the Jewish leaders were plotting his death. 2 But soon it was time for the Jewish Festival of Shelters, 3 and Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, where your followers can see your miracles! 4 You can’t become famous if you hide like this! If you can do such wonderful things, show yourself to the world!” 5 For even his brothers didn’t believe in him.
6 Jesus replied, “Now is not the right time for me to go, but you can go anytime. 7 The world can’t hate you, but it does hate me because I accuse it of doing evil. 8 You go on. I’m not going to this festival, because my time has not yet come.” 9 After saying these things, Jesus remained in Galilee.
Jesus Teaches Openly at the Temple
10 But after his brothers left for the festival, Jesus also went, though secretly, staying out of public view. 11 The Jewish leaders tried to find him at the festival and kept asking if anyone had seen him. 12 There was a lot of grumbling about him among the crowds. Some argued, “He’s a good man,” but others said, “He’s nothing but a fraud who deceives the people.” 13 But no one had the courage to speak favorably about him in public, for they were afraid of getting in trouble with the Jewish leaders.
14 Then, midway through the festival, Jesus went up to the Temple and began to teach. 15 The people were surprised when they heard him. “How does he know so much when he hasn’t been trained?” they asked.
16 So Jesus told them, “My message is not my own; it comes from God who sent me. 17 Anyone who wants to do the will of God will know whether my teaching is from God or is merely my own. 18 Those who speak for themselves want glory only for themselves, but a person who seeks to honor the one who sent him speaks truth, not lies. 19 Moses gave you the law, but none of you obeys it! In fact, you are trying to kill me.”
20 The crowd replied, “You’re demon possessed! Who’s trying to kill you?”
21 Jesus replied, “I did one miracle on the Sabbath, and you were amazed. 22 But you work on the Sabbath, too, when you obey Moses’ law of circumcision. (Actually, this tradition of circumcision began with the patriarchs, long before the law of Moses.) 23 For if the correct time for circumcising your son falls on the Sabbath, you go ahead and do it so as not to break the law of Moses. So why should you be angry with me for healing a man on the Sabbath? 24 Look beneath the surface so you can judge correctly.”
Is Jesus the Messiah?
25 Some of the people who lived in Jerusalem started to ask each other, “Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill? 26 But here he is, speaking in public, and they say nothing to him. Could our leaders possibly believe that he is the Messiah? 27 But how could he be? For we know where this man comes from. When the Messiah comes, he will simply appear; no one will know where he comes from.”
28 While Jesus was teaching in the Temple, he called out, “Yes, you know me, and you know where I come from. But I’m not here on my own. The one who sent me is true, and you don’t know him. 29 But I know him because I come from him, and he sent me to you.” 30 Then the leaders tried to arrest him; but no one laid a hand on him, because his time had not yet come.
31 Many among the crowds at the Temple believed in him. “After all,” they said, “would you expect the Messiah to do more miraculous signs than this man has done?”
32 When the Pharisees heard that the crowds were whispering such things, they and the leading priests sent Temple guards to arrest Jesus. 33 But Jesus told them, “I will be with you only a little longer. Then I will return to the one who sent me. 34 You will search for me but not find me. And you cannot go where I am going.”
35 The Jewish leaders were puzzled by this statement. “Where is he planning to go?” they asked. “Is he thinking of leaving the country and going to the Jews in other lands? Maybe he will even teach the Greeks! 36 What does he mean when he says, ‘You will search for me but not find me,’ and ‘You cannot go where I am going’?”

Jesus Promises Living Water
37 On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! 38 Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow from his heart.’” 39 (When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.)
Division and Unbelief
40 When the crowds heard him say this, some of them declared, “Surely this man is the Prophet we’ve been expecting.” 41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others said, “But he can’t be! Will the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 For the Scriptures clearly state that the Messiah will be born of the royal line of David, in Bethlehem, the village where King David was born.” 43 So the crowd was divided about him. 44 Some even wanted him arrested, but no one laid a hand on him.
45 When the Temple guards returned without having arrested Jesus, the leading priests and Pharisees demanded, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”
46 “We have never heard anyone speak like this!” the guards responded.
47 “Have you been led astray, too?” the Pharisees mocked. 48 “Is there a single one of us rulers or Pharisees who believes in him? 49 This foolish crowd follows him, but they are ignorant of the law. God’s curse is on them!”
50 Then Nicodemus, the leader who had met with Jesus earlier, spoke up. 51 “Is it legal to convict a man before he is given a hearing?” he asked.
52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Search the Scriptures and see for yourself—no prophet ever comes from Galilee!”
53 Then the meeting broke up, and everybody went home.
Verses 1 thru 5 (Sibling Jealousy)‬‬‬‬‬
	It is now autumn in Israel, and the Jews are celebrating the Festival of Shelters or the Festival of Tabernacles (Hebrew is succoth).  This was a festival that Israel celebrated each year to remember the journey that their ancestors had through the wilderness and God faithfully provided all of their needs.  They would camp out in tents on their rooftops and in the fields for an entire week, and each day there would be a great feast.
Jesus was in Galilee during this time and His brothers started to make fun of Him.  They told Him that He should go to Jerusalem where everyone could watch Him perform miracles, but they meant that sarcastically.  Although some of His brothers had undoubtedly watched Him perform miracles, they still did not believe that He was the Messiah. His brothers may have thought that He was scared to go and face the Jewish leaders, but that was not the case.  Jesus was not scared and He was not hiding, but rather everything needed to happen in the Father’s perfect timing.  
This must have been heartbreaking to know that even Jesus’ own family did not believe in Him, but it did not change who He was.  Later on in Acts 1:14 after Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, we find out that these same brothers had a change of heart and were counted among Jesus’ disciples.  His brother James even became the leader of the early church in Jerusalem (Acts 15:19).  Have any of you had to face criticism from your family for your Christian beliefs?
Verses 6 thru 9 (Not My Time)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus does not argue with His brothers, but rather He tells them that it is not the right time for Him to go to Jerusalem.  He encourages His brothers to go on without Him so that they can enjoy the festival.  Jesus knew that the Jewish leaders hated Him and they were out to kill Him.  Had He showed up at the beginning of the festival, they may have arrested Him and killed Him before He had a chance to fulfill everything that the Father had in store for Him.  He followed His Father’s will and not His own will or the will of others. 
Verses 10 thru 15 (Perfect Timing)‬‬‬‬‬
	After His brothers had gone to the festival, Jesus also made the trip to Jerusalem.  Jesus did not go and enter the city as a triumphant king, He secretly made His way to the festival without anyone else noticing Him.  He probably stayed off the main roads and kept His head covered to keep anyone from noticing Him and apparently none of His disciples were with Him either.  He had gone incognito to the festival to avoid the Jewish leaders, but midway through the festival, He appeared in the Temple and began to teach the people.  Why would He go from avoiding being seen, to teaching in the Temple where everyone would be looking for Him?
	In verse 13, we find out just how fearful the people were of the Jewish leaders.  Many people believed in Jesus, but they were afraid to publicly express their support for Him because they were afraid of what the Jewish leaders would do to them.  At the very least they would have been publicly ridiculed, but they may have been kicked out of the Temple and then they would lose their stature in the community and possibly lose their jobs or business.  The Jewish leaders had a social, moral and financial stranglehold on the people of Jerusalem.  But when Jesus began to teach in the Temple, everyone was amazed at the wisdom and knowledge that He had.  Everyone knew that He was the son of a carpenter, but His teaching and understanding of the scripture was much greater than that of the Sadducees and the Pharisees.
Verses 16 thru 24 (Trying to Kill Him)‬‬‬‬‬
	When Jesus was teaching in the Temple, He emphasized that the words that He was saying were not His own, but rather that it was a message straight from God.  He said this because the people were wondering where He got His knowledge of the scriptures from, and He wanted them to know that this is not humanly wisdom, but rather the will of God the Father who sent Him.  If He had told them that this was His message then they could have just ignored what He was saying, but since He was literally speaking for God, they should have listened.
	They knew what the Law of Moses said, but yet they refused to understand its true meaning if it did not agree with their narrative.  We still see this happening today in our society where people are ignoring the Laws of God, because they don’t want to abide by it.  Homosexuality is explicitly condemned in many places in the Bible, but yet it is openly practiced in our country.  Sacrificing our children is specifically condemned in the Bible, but there are over a dozen places where it is mentioned in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy, Leviticus, 2 Kings, Ezekiel and Jeremiah), and it is still done today through abortion.  The list of sins that Israel committed is long and they just kept repeating them, but somehow they never seemed to learn, and we are following in their footsteps as a country today.  We must witness to these people and let them know what God’s word says and continue to live righteous lives ourselves.
	Now Jesus tells them that He knows that they are trying to kill Him, but some of the people think He is crazy or demon possessed for saying this.  We know from John 5:18 that the Jewish leaders were trying to kill Him for healing a lame man on the Sabbath, but Jesus points out their hypocrisy when He says that they also work on the Sabbath when they circumcise infants.  
Verses 25 thru 31 (Waiting for the Messiah to Appear)‬‬‬‬‬
	Although some had said He was demon possessed because He said the Jewish leaders were trying to kill Him, in verse 25 we learn that the people in the crowd were asking each other if this was the same man that they were trying to kill.  They knew about the plot to kill Jesus, but they denied it in public.
	The people are beginning to question if He could be the Messiah, but they start to argue with each other.  They know that He came from Nazareth, but they also know that the scriptures say that he will simply appear, and no one will know where He came from.  Did He not just appear in the Temple?  Did anyone see Him come into Jerusalem?  Once again, the people seem to misinterpret the scriptures even though the proof is staring them in the face.
They think they know who Jesus is, but they cannot know Him because they do not know the Father who sent Him.  Jesus tells them again that He came from the Father and now the Jewish leaders are ready to arrest Him.  They wanted to arrest Him right there, but now some of the people in the crowd are beginning to believe in Jesus and the Jewish leaders are scared to arrest Him themselves.  After all, many of the people were beginning to ask themselves what more they would have expected the Messiah to do in the form of miracles?
Verses 32 thru 36 (Returning to the Father)‬‬‬‬‬
Jesus has now gotten the people stirred up and many of them believed that He was the Messiah.  Jesus had started teaching in the middle of this great festival and two or three days may have past at this point.  Word has now gotten back to the religious leaders that Jesus’ following is growing, and they decide that it is time to arrest Him and put an end to this religious uprising.  	
During those days, certain families of the Levites were chosen to serve as Temple Guards.  These guards stood at each of the gates to the Temple and ensured that no one entered into the Temple who were not considered holy.  These same guards were also used to maintain order inside the Temple, and the Jewish leaders sent the guards to arrest Jesus.  What an awful job it must have been to be sent to arrest Jesus.  Some of these same Levites had undoubtedly heard Jesus’ teaching and some of them may have believed that He was the Messiah.  
When the Temple Guards get to Jesus, He tells them a somewhat cryptic message.  He tells them that He is leaving soon and He is going back where He came from.  He also tells them that when He leaves, they will not be able to follow Him.  The Jews that heard Him say this started to wonder where He was going, and they thought that He was going to teach the Greeks in some foreign land.  Little did they know that in only a few years, His disciples would carry the Gospel message to these Greeks and tens of thousands of people would soon be following Jesus.
Verses 37 thru 47 (Living Water)‬‬‬‬‬
The Festival of Shelters was an eight-day event, and on the last day of the festival Jesus was still teaching in the Temple.  Part of the rituals that took place each day, was that water would be carried from the Pool of Siloam and poured out around the alter.  This was a symbol of the water that God had provided to the nation of Israel when they were wondering around in the wilderness.  This was the climax of the event and Jesus would now offer them something that no prophet had ever given them.  He offers them living water that flowed straight from the throne of God and would later be delivered by the Holy Spirit.
Upon hearing this message, many people believed in Jesus, but others were still questioning how He could be the Messiah if He was from Galilee.  They knew that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem and apparently, they did not know that was where Jesus was born.  This caused great confusion amongst the people and also among the Temple Guards who had been sent to arrest Him.  The guards decide that they cannot bring themselves to arrest Him and they go back to the Jewish leaders empty handed.  They told the Jewish leaders that they had never heard anyone speak with the authority and power that Jesus had, and now the leaders are convinced that these guards now believe that He is the Messiah.  How mad do you think they were at these guards?  Do you think that they suffered any for their belief?
Verses 48 thru 53 (Nicodemus’ Question)‬‬‬‬‬
The Jewish leaders are furious, and they cannot believe that Jesus has corrupted their Temple Guards.  One of the Pharisees comments that none of the Pharisees believed that Jesus is the Messiah, but I do not think that was true.  We are told at several places in scripture that some of the Pharisees did eventually believe and follow Jesus, but many of them were silent closet followers at this point.  Some believed that He was indeed the Messiah, but they kept quiet to avoid losing their place on the Sanhedrin court.
One of those potential Pharisees named Nicodemus (previously mentioned in chapter 3), now speaks up and asks if it was lawful to condemn a man without a trial.  This was not really a question but more of a statement.  Even during those days, people were supposed to have a trial to prove they were innocent or guilty, but these Pharisees seemed to have already pronounced judgement on Jesus without the trial.  The Pharisees quickly bark back at Nicodemus and ask if he too is from Galilee accusing him of being a follower of Jesus as well.  They insist that no prophet had ever come from Galilee, but these great leaders must have failed their geography test.  Jonah was from Gath Hepher which is only a few miles north of Nazareth, and Elijah was from Thisbe in northern Galilee.  I wonder if anyone ever pointed that out to them?
What did you learn from this class? ________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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