John Chapter 1 – Part 3 -  Test Your Knowledge

1. How many disciples followed Jesus in this chapter?
A. 3
B. 4
C. 5
D. 6
2. Who was the first disciple according to John the Apostle, to spread the gospel?
A. Andrew	
B. James
C. Peter
D. Matthew
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Jesus changed one of the disciple’s name in this chapter to Cephas.  What was his real name?
A. James, son of Zebedee
B. Simon, son of John
C. James, son of Alphaeus
D. Simon, the zealot	

4. Where did Jesus “see” Nathanael?
A. At the Jordan River
B. Under a fig tree
C. In the temple
D. In Nazareth

5. What person from the Old Testament had a dream about the same thing that Jesus talked about in verse 51?
A. Joshua
B. Joseph
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Jacob
D. Jeremiah

Bonus (20 Points): Which person is not mentioned in the first chapter of John as one of the first disciples, that is mentioned as one of the first disciples in Matthew, Mark and Luke? __________________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)

Recap from the Last Class
Last week we learned about John the Baptist’s ministry. He was a humble priest from a pure Levitical line who lived in the wilderness preaching repentance and baptizing both Jews and Gentiles.  He attracted large crowds while sharply rebuking the proud religious leaders who came to question him, demanding to know whether he was the Messiah, the Prophet, or Elijah.  John denied all titles and instead identified himself as the voice of one crying in the wilderness from Isaiah 40:3, preparing the way for the Lord. The religious leaders were worried that they were losing their power, but John declared that someone far greater than him was already among them, so exalted that John considered himself unworthy even to untie His sandals. 
The next day, when Jesus approached, John revealed Him to the crowd as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and he proclaimed that Jesus is the Son of God. John knew this because he had seen the Holy Spirit descend upon Him at His baptism just as God had told him it would happen.  He testified that while he baptized with water, Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit.
John – Chapter 1 (NLT)
The First Disciples
35 The following day John was again standing with two of his disciples.36 As Jesus walked by, John looked at him and declared, “Look! There is the Lamb of God!” 37 When John’s two disciples heard this, they followed Jesus.
38 Jesus looked around and saw them following. “What do you want?” he asked them.
They replied, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
39 “Come and see,” he said. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon when they went with him to the place where he was staying, and they remained with him the rest of the day.
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of these men who heard what John said and then followed Jesus. 41 Andrew went to find his brother, Simon, and told him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means “Christ”).
42 Then Andrew brought Simon to meet Jesus. Looking intently at Simon, Jesus said, “Your name is Simon, son of John—but you will be called Cephas” (which means “Peter”).
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Come, follow me.” 44 Philip was from Bethsaida, Andrew and Peter’s hometown.
45 Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, “We have found the very person Moses and the prophets wrote about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.”
46 “Nazareth!” exclaimed Nathanael. “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”
“Come and see for yourself,” Philip replied.
47 As they approached, Jesus said, “Now here is a genuine son of Israel—a man of complete integrity.”
48 “How do you know about me?” Nathanael asked.
Jesus replied, “I could see you under the fig tree before Philip found you.”
49 Then Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God—the King of Israel!”
50 Jesus asked him, “Do you believe this just because I told you I had seen you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this.”51 Then he said, “I tell you the truth, you will all see heaven open and the angels of God going up and down on the Son of Man, the one who is the stairway between heaven and earth.”
Verses 35 thru 40 (The First Two Disciples)‬‬‬‬‬
	In verses 35 through 40, we learn a few interesting facts.  The first one that we learn is that John the Baptist also had disciples.  These were followers who stayed with him and helped him in his ministry. The writer tells us that the name of one of these disciples of John the Baptist is Andrew who is the brother of Simon (Peter).  The other disciple of John the Baptist is not named, but it is agreed to by most scholars that the unnamed disciple is John the Apostle.  Just like everywhere else in this book, John the Apostle does not list his name when referring to himself.  
One of the other ways that we can come to the conclusion that the unnamed disciple is John the Apostle, is that the writer is so specific with this description that he even tells us the day (following day) and the exact hour of the day (4:00) that they had their encounter with Jesus.  Only an eyewitness account could be so detailed as to give the exact hour.  So, just as we have come to the conclusion that John the Apostle is the author of this book, we can also infer that he is also this unnamed disciple.  These extra details are recorded because this was a significant event in the Apostles life.  Much like most of the people in this room can tell you the place, day and hour that they got married, because of the significance of that event.
You might think that John the Baptist would be disheartened when he saw two of his disciples leave and start following Jesus, but I do not think this is the case.  John the Baptist knew that part of what must happen for him to “prepare the way” for Jesus, was for his ministry to become “less and less” and for Jesus’ ministry to become “greater and greater.”  John the Baptist said these exact words in John 3:23-30 when some of his disciples came to him over concerns that Jesus was also baptizing people.  Rather than get upset because some of his disciples were leaving him, he was probably happy to see the fulfillment of his ministry.  John the Baptist had prepared these disciples who ultimately left his ministry and followed Jesus, and his message would continue on through them. He had laid the foundation for their ministry and Jesus would continue to build on the firm foundation that he had already laid.  
Remember this the next time someone leaves your church for a better opportunity in ministry.  Don’t be sad because you are losing a good member of your church, but rather be thankful in the fact that you had some small part in building a foundation on which they will go out and witness to others.  Wouldn’t it be great to know that you had helped DL Moody or Billy Graham in the early stages of their ministry? 
In verse 38, Jesus asks a question that everyone needs to answer.  It seems simple, but Jesus asked the two people who had just chosen to follow him, “What do you want?”  The disciples responded by saying that they wanted to know where he was staying, and they went and spent time with Jesus.  They had a sincere desire to know more about the one whom John the Baptist had proclaimed as the Lamb of God.  They were hungry for the spiritual food that Jesus had, and they feasted on every word the flowed from His mouth.     
Verses 41 and 42 (Peter, the Third Disciple)‬‬‬‬‬
	Andrew is excited and does the best thing a new disciple can do, he goes and tells someone else about what he has found.  Andrew goes to his brother Simon and boldly tells him that “we have found the Messiah!”  This is how the gospel message is spread the best, by someone who is simply telling someone else about the great thing that they have found.  The gospel should be bubbling up inside you just waiting for the opportunity to be released.
	Andrew now introduces his brother to Jesus.  Although Simon had never met Jesus, Jesus knew everything about him.  Jesus looks at Simon and sees deep within his soul and tells him that he now has a knew name.  His new name would be Cephas or Peter which means “rock”.  This would be the rock that would be the foundation of the church.  We also find out one more thing about Peter (and presumably Andrew) and that is that his father is also named John.  Now we have three different people named John in the first chapter of this book.  That is why it takes a little studying to know which John the Bible is referring too.
Verses 43 thru 45 (Philip)‬‬‬‬‬
	John the Apostle says the following day he found Philip and said “follow Me.”  Philip apparently needed no other convincing, and he immediately followed Jesus.  Just like Andrew, Philip feels the need to spread the good news, and he goes and looks for his friend Nathanael.  This is discipleship in action.  It’s just one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.  Philip was from Bethsaida, the same hometown as Peter and Andrew.  
Verses 46 thru 51 (Nathanael)‬‬‬‬‬
	When Philip found Nathanael, he told him that he had found the Messiah.  He told him that this was the same person that Moses and the prophets had prophesied about, and Nathanael must have been very excited to hear this great news.  Just as his hopes were being lifted up, Philip tells him that his name is Jesus and that he is from the small town of Nazareth.  At this point, all of the excitement that Nathanael had felt suddenly left him when he heard that he was from Nazareth.  This would have been the equivalent of telling someone today that he had found the Messiah in the worst town in America.  After all, all of the prophets said that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, so he probably thought this was another false hope.  Have you ever judged someone based on where they are from?  Many of our new neighbors today are from places far away from here, and sometimes we prejudge someone just based on where they are from.  This is a bad habit that we all need to overcome, including me.
	Philip is insistent that he come and see for himself, and Nathanael reluctantly goes with Philip to meet Jesus.  As they approach Jesus, He makes a complement to Nathanael and calls him a “genuine son of Israel.”  Nathanael probably thought this was some kind of trick and he askes Jesus how he knows anything about him.  At this point Nathanael was probably still skeptical, but also a little intrigued.  Jesus tells him that He saw him setting under the fig tree where Philip found him.  This revelation is enough to convince Nathanael and now he addresses Jesus with three different names.  Nathanael calls him Rabbi, which means teacher.  Nathanael was hungry for spiritual knowledge, and he wanted this Rabbi to teach him more.  He calls him the Son of God and the King of Israel.  Calling him the Son of God could have gotten him stoned to death by the Jews, and calling him the King of Israel could have gotten him killed by the Romans. 
	Jesus almost seems amazed that Nathanael could have such great faith just because he had told him that he saw him under the fig tree, and then Jesus tells him that he will see much greater things than this.  Jesus tells him that he will see angels going between heaven and earth and that the Son of Man (Jesus) will be the path they take.  This is the same thing that Jacob saw in a dream in Genesis 28:12 when he saw the angels going up and down on a stairway to heaven.
Although John the Apostle refers to him as Nathanael, the other gospel writers call him Bartholomew.  In Hebrew, the name Bartholomew would be Bar-Tholmai, or Son of Tholmai. Nathanael was likely his first name, and Bartholomew was likely his last name.  Below is a list of the disciples from each of the gospels. John does not give one list, but he does list eight by name and two others as unnamed.
	The Twelve Apostles

	Matthew 10:2-4
	
	Mark 3:16-19
	
	Luke 6:13-16
	
	John

	Here are the names of the twelve apostles:
	
	These are the twelve he chose:
	
	Here are their names:
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	first, Simon (also called Peter)
	
	Simon (whom he named Peter),
	
	Simon (whom he named Peter)
	
	Andrew (1:40)

	then Andrew (Peter’s brother)
	
	James and John (the sons of Zebedee, but Jesus nicknamed them “Sons of Thunder”)
	
	Andrew (Peter’s brother)
	
	The other disciple (John) (1:40, 21:2)

	James (son of Zebedee)
	
	 
	
	James
	
	Sons of Zebedee (James) (21:2)

	John (James’s brother)
	
	Andrew
	
	John
	
	Peter (1:42, 21:2)

	Philip
	
	Philip
	
	Philip
	
	Philip (1:43)

	Bartholomew
	
	Bartholomew
	
	Bartholomew
	
	Nathanael (1:47, 21:2)

	Thomas
	
	Matthew
	
	Matthew
	
	 

	Matthew (the tax collector)
	
	Thomas
	
	Thomas
	
	Thomas (nicknamed the Twin) (11:6, 21:2)

	James (son of Alphaeus)
	
	James (son of Alphaeus)
	
	James (son of Alphaeus)
	
	Unnamed 1 (21:2)

	Thaddaeus
	
	Thaddaeus
	
	Simon (who was called the zealot)
	
	Unnamed 2 (21:2)

	Simon (the zealot)
	
	Simon (the zealot)
	
	Judas (son of James)
	
	 

	Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him).
	
	Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him)
	
	Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him)
	
	Judas Iscariot (6:71)



What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ 
