John Chapter 3 – Part 1 - Test Your Knowledge

1. Nicodemus was a religious leader and a member of the Sadducees. 
A. True
B. False

2. What did Jesus tell Nicodemus that he needed to do to get into the Kingdom of God?
A. Go to church
B. Be born again	
C. Obey the Law
D. Be washed in the Jordan River
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” Which scripture is this?
A. John 3:8
B. John 3:14-15
C. John 3:21
D. John 3:16

4. What did Moses lift up on a pole?
A. Jesus
B. Fig leaf
C. Bronze snake
D. Aaron’s staff

5. God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.
A. True
B. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]False


Bonus (20 Points): What profession today uses the same symbol that Moses used to heal the people? 
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)

Recap from the Last Class
In chapter 2, Jesus, His mother, and His new disciples attended a wedding in Cana where, after the wine ran out, Mary appealed to Jesus, leading Him to perform His first miracle by turning water into high‑quality, morally excellent wine.  This demonstrated His glory without encouraging intoxication (methusko meaning “satisfied,” not drunk). Afterward, Jesus traveled to Capernaum and later went to Jerusalem for Passover, where He displayed righteous anger by driving corrupt merchants and money changers from the temple.  This cleansing of the Temple emphasized that God’s house had been degraded into a place of greed rather than worship. The Jews demanded a sign to prove who Jesus was, but they misunderstood His reference to raising the “temple” in three days, and did not know He was talking about raising Himself from the grave. Many believed in Him because of the signs He performed, yet Jesus did not allow them to make Him their king, knowing the sinful tendencies within the human heart.
John – Chapter 3 (NLT)
1 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. 2 After dark one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.”
3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”
4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?”
5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”
9 “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.
10 Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t understand these things? 11 I assure you, we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. 12 But if you don’t believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 
16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.
18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21 But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God wants.”
Verse 1 and 2 (Nicodemus)‬‬‬‬‬
	Nicodemus is a person in the Bible that we do not know much about and there are no reliable outside sources about him.  Due to this lack of knowledge about him, I will divide my comments about him into biblical facts and my opinion.
Facts: 
Nicodemus is only mentioned three times in the book of John, and he is not mentioned in any of the other synoptic gospels.  In verse John 3:1, he is listed as a Pharisee and a Jewish religious leader.  A religious leader would have meant that he was a member of the Sanhedrin court which was made up of Pharisees and Sadducees with the Pharisees being the minority of the 70-member court.  Being a member of the Sanhedrin put Nicodemus in a very powerful position, and being seen alone with Jesus could have put him at the risk of loosing his seat on the court. 
Later on in John 7:51, the Sanhedrin are trying to get rid of Jesus and Nicodemus asks, “Is it legal to convict a man before he is given a hearing?”  This may have been seemed like a legitimate question, but he is met with a swift rebuke from other members of the court when they said, “Are you from Galilee, too? Search the Scriptures and see for yourself—no prophet ever comes from Galilee!”  It would seem that Nicodemus was desire to follow the law was not shared by his fellow members of the court.
Nicodemus is mentioned the last time in John 19:39 when he and Joseph of Arimathea buried Jesus in a tomb. Nicodemus bought 75 pounds of perfumed ointment made from myrrh and aloes to anoint His body.  They wrapped Jesus’ body in a clean linen cloth and laid His body in a new tomb that belonged to Joseph of Arimathea.
Opinion: 
Let’s start with the first encounter back in John 3.  John said that Nicodemus came to see Jesus at “night”, and many people think that this was because he was a coward and ashamed to be seen with Jesus.  Although there may be some truth to that, I believe it was because Nicodemus was just curious to learn more about this new prophet that he had seen working miracles in the streets of Jerusalem.  Although most of the religious leaders saw Jesus as a threat to their power, I think Nicodemus saw a man that was beginning to fulfill the messianic prophecies and wondered if He could actually be the Messiah.  When Nicodemus first addressed Jesus in verse 2, he calls Him Rabbi or Teacher.  This is a clear sign that Nicodemus respected Jesus, since only a student would have called another person Rabbi and Nicodemus himself would have been a Rabbi in his position on the Sanhedrin.  This recognition of Jesus as his teacher would clearly elevate Jesus above Nicodemus.  That statement alone would probably been enough to have him removed from the court and he would have lost his power, political influence and even his source of income.
Nicodemus also acknowledged that he, and presumably other members of the Sanhedrin, know that “He is sent from God” and that the miracles that he has preformed are clear evidence that “God is with Him”.  Again, these are evidence in my mind that Nicodemus had accepted at the very least that Jesus was a true prophet sent by God.    I don’t think Nicodemus was a true follower of Jesus at this point, but I do think it was the beginning of a relationship with Christ.   
Next, we find Nicodemus opposing other members of the court when he said that Jesus had not been given a trial and that they could not convict Him without doing that.  Even though the Pharisees were strict followers of the Law, they were fine with breaking it when it suited their own purposes.  Nicodemus was beginning to see that everything that he had been taught was not true and that the Law had been corrupted by the men who were ment to enforce it.  The system was broken and Nicodemus was part of the broken system.  I think it was at this point in his life that Nicodemus realized that he had to do something else.  Although he had always been told that the Law led to righteousness, he now understood that he needed something more.  He needed Jesus to be his Messiah.  I don’t know whether or not he accepted Jesus at this point in his life or when he saw them crucify him on the cross, but I think Nicodemus knew that Jesus was the Savior of the world and he needed the salvation that only Jesus could offer him. 
After Jesus was crucified, both he and Joseph of Arimathea publicly made a confession of faith when they took Jesus down off of the cross.  Jesus would have been seen as a common criminal to most people, and after being crucified His body would have been taken down and thrown into a pit to rot.  No formal burial would have been given to such a person.  Instead, they take His body down and give him a burial fitting of any king of Israel.  They cleaned His body, anointed Him with extremely costly ointment, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and buried Him in a new tomb that had been hewn out of the rocks.  Such tombs were very expensive and reserved for only the most elite people.  This public show of faith by both Joseph and Nicodemus is evidence to me that they both accepted Jesus as the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. 
Although you might not see it this way, this is very similar to how new believers find Jesus today.  It usually starts with someone sharing their own faith with someone and planting the seed of faith.  The person does not normally become a Christian at that very moment, but they do start wonder if this Jesus could be the real deal.  This newfound curiosity then leads them to go to church and/or start reading the Bible.  Someone planted a seed and now it is being watered, and it is starting to grow.  The next thing that happens is they start to question if all the lies that the world has told them are false and Jesus is the true way to peace and happiness. Eventually they give up on the promises of this world and accept Jesus as the Way the Truth and the Life and make a public decoration of faith.  These are the same steps that I think Nicodemus took and when he publicly went with Joseph and buried Jesus, this was a sign that he was saved.  But that is just the opinion of your humble teacher.
Verses 3 thru 8 (You Must be Born Again)‬‬‬‬‬
	In the first two verses, Nicodemus had not actually asked Jesus any questions, but in verse three, Jesus answers the question that Nicodemus wanted to ask Him.  This is just another reminder that Jesus knows what we are thinking even if we never say it.  Be it a good thought or a bad one, Jesus knows what is on our mind.  Nicodemus was a true seeker of God, and he wanted to make sure he completely understood what it took to get to Heaven.  Jesus answered this unasked question by saying that he needed to be “born again” or he would not get into the “Kingdom of God”, aka Heaven.
	This statement completely confused Nicodemus, because he was thinking about a physical rebirth and not a spiritual rebirth.  Nicodemus could not possibly imagine going back inside his mother’s womb and then having her give birth to him a second time.  Jesus went on to explain this to him in verse six when He told Nicodemus that he must be born again through “water and the Spirit.”  This challenged and existing thought by the Jewish people that they were guaranteed a place in Heaven just by being a Jew.  This statement by Jesus would have been a shock to Nicodemus and now he suddenly realized that he was not prepared to enter Heaven’s gates.  
	Many people today experience this same feeling.  They think they have lived a good life and therefore; they must be able to get into Heaven.  Nothing could be farther from the truth, and this is exactly what Satan wants them to think.  Satan would have you to believe that if you just live a good life then that will qualify you to get into Heaven.  As long as he can convince people of this lie, then there is no need for them to go to church and get saved.  We must convince lost people that there is only one way to get to Heaven and that is to be born again and saved by the blood of Jesus.
Jesus replied to Nicodemus’ question of rebirth, and He told him that he must be born of the “water and Spirit.”  Some people think that the reference to water is a direct reference to baptism, but some people think it was a reference to a prophesy from Ezekiel which is one that Nicodemus would have understood.  Ezekiel 36:25-27says, “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. Your filth will be washed away, and you will no longer worship idols.  And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart.  And I will put my Spirit in you so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations.”  
	Jesus tells him that this mystery of spiritual rebirth is too much for human comprehension.  He uses the example of feeling the wind blowing on your face, so then you know the wind is real because you can feel it.  Yet even though you can feel it, you can not see it, and you cannot explain how it works.  Which means that we must have faith in the fact that what Jesus is telling us to do is true, even if we do not completely understand it.  I have been studying the bible for many years, and I still do not completely understand it.  So don’t be dismayed if some of it still seems confusing to you as well.  Just wait until we all get to Heaven and then you will understand it all.
Verses 9 thru 13 (Still Confused)
	You would think at this point that Nicodemus would have began to understand what Jesus was telling him, but decades of being taught bad theology made it hard for Nicodemus to comprehended what Jesus was telling him.  At this point Nicodemus seems to be frustrated and asks Jesus, “how are these things possible?”  Jesus now admonishes Nicodemus and wants to know how he can be a respected teacher and still not understand these things.  Anyone who had truly studied the Law and the Prophets without any preconceived notions, should have understood this.  But the problem was that previous teachers had corrupted the Law so that it fit what they wanted it to mean, instead of seeking out what God wanted them to understand.  Some people still do this today and we must be careful who we are listening to and read the Word for ourselves.  Even you teacher and your pastor can be wrong, and you should study the Word to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).
	Jesus tells Nicodemus that no one has ever gone to Heaven and returned to earth, so no human can completely speak with the authority of God.  But Jesus says that the “Son of Man” (Jesus) did come down from Heaven, and therefore he does have the authority and understanding of God.  So although your teacher and your pastor may not have all of the answers, Jesus knows is all and there is no fault in Him.
Verses 14 thru 17 (For God so Loved the World)
	In verses 14 and 15, Jesus uses a familiar sight of Moses lifting up the bronze serpent on a pole to heal the people from their sins.  In the same manner, the “Son of Man” (Jesus) had to be lifted up on a pole (cross) to heal the people from their sins and receive eternal life.
	John 3:16 should not need any introduction to most of you.  This is probably the most well-known verse in the whole Bible and even non-believers know this verse.  It was probably taught to every young child in Sunday school and hopefully taught in every home.  This verse shows the extent of God’s love for us, and we should understand every word.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (KJV). 
	Although most people know verse 16 by heart, they do not know verse 17 and they should go hand in hand.  Verse 17 explains that Jesus did not come down to earth to condemn mankind, but to save a lost world if they would simply believe in him.  It seems like a simple thing, but when you are knee deep in sin, it is hard to see the way out.  We must be that light that can lead people out of the darkness and show them the way to eternal salvation. 
Verses 18 thru 21 (Light of the World)
	In these verses, Jesus explains His purpose for coming into this world.  The world was/is an evil place and sin/darkness are everywhere.  Jesus is the light of the world, and the world hates Him for pointing out their sins.  We must continue to be this light in the darkness and help others to find their way to Jesus. 
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

