Romans Chapter 9 – Test Your Knowledge

1. All of Abraham’s children are God’s chosen people.
A. True
B. False
2. God’s chose both Jews and Gentiles to be His children.
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]God chose Pharaoh so that He could show His power and to spread His fame throughout the earth.
A. True
B. False
	
4. Which Old Testament prophet does Paul quote from when he said that God “will call them my people, which were not my people?”
A. Hosea/Osee
B. Esaias/Isaiah
C. Obadiah/Ovahia
D. Malachi/Malika

5. Which Old Testament prophet did Paul quote from in verse 33?
A. Hosea
B. David
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Solomon
D. Isaiah

Bonus (20 Points): Who or what is the stumbling block that Paul is referring to in the last verse of Chapter 9? 
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)







Recap from the Last Class
In Romans 8:20-39, Paul says that our current sufferings are temporary, and with all creation we are looking forward to the future glory and final redemption. Four key passages of scripture are found in this section, and we should strive to remember them and use them in our daily walk with God.  Verse 26 tells us that when we are at our lowest point in life and struggle to find the words to pray, that the Holy Spirit will pray for us in a way that cannot be expressed in human words.  Verse 28 assures us that all things work together to help those who love and believe God and trust in His infinite wisdom.  These can be comforting words when life seems to be turned upside down.  It can be comforting to say out loud, “God you’re in charge and I trust in you.”  After all, verse 31 simply reminds us that God is omnipotent and no one can stand against us when we are in his will.  Verses 35 through 39 closes out this wonderful chapter with the assurance that NOTHING will ever be able to separate us from God’s love. 
Romans – Chapter 9 (NLT)
God’s Selection of Israel
1 With Christ as my witness, I speak with utter truthfulness. My conscience and the Holy Spirit confirm it. 2 My heart is filled with bitter sorrow and unending grief 3 for my people, my Jewish brothers and sisters. I would be willing to be forever cursed—cut off from Christ!—if that would save them. 4 They are the people of Israel, chosen to be God’s adopted children. God revealed his glory to them. He made covenants with them and gave them his law. He gave them the privilege of worshiping him and receiving his wonderful promises. 5 Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are their ancestors, and Christ himself was an Israelite as far as his human nature is concerned. And he is God, the one who rules over everything and is worthy of eternal praise! Amen. 
6 Well then, has God failed to fulfill his promise to Israel? No, for not all who are born into the nation of Israel are truly members of God’s people! 7 Being descendants of Abraham doesn’t make them truly Abraham’s children. For the Scriptures say, “Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be counted,” though Abraham had other children, too. 8 This means that Abraham’s physical descendants are not necessarily children of God. Only the children of the promise are considered to be Abraham’s children. 9 For God had promised, “I will return about this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 
10 This son was our ancestor Isaac. When he married Rebekah, she gave birth to twins. 11 But before they were born, before they had done anything good or bad, she received a message from God. (This message shows that God chooses people according to his own purposes; 12 he calls people, but not according to their good or bad works.) She was told, “Your older son will serve your younger son.” 13 In the words of the Scriptures, “I loved Jacob, but I rejected Esau.” 
14 Are we saying, then, that God was unfair? Of course not! 15 For God said to Moses,
“I will show mercy to anyone I choose,
    and I will show compassion to anyone I choose.” 
16 So it is God who decides to show mercy. We can neither choose it nor work for it.
17 For the Scriptures say that God told Pharaoh, “I have appointed you for the very purpose of displaying my power in you and to spread my fame throughout the earth.” 18 So you see, God chooses to show mercy to some, and he chooses to harden the hearts of others so they refuse to listen.
19 Well then, you might say, “Why does God blame people for not responding? Haven’t they simply done what he makes them do?”
20 No, don’t say that. Who are you, a mere human being, to argue with God? Should the thing that was created say to the one who created it, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 When a potter makes jars out of clay, doesn’t he have a right to use the same lump of clay to make one jar for decoration and another to throw garbage into? 22 In the same way, even though God has the right to show his anger and his power, he is very patient with those on whom his anger falls, who are destined for destruction. 23 He does this to make the riches of his glory shine even brighter on those to whom he shows mercy, who were prepared in advance for glory. 24 And we are among those whom he selected, both from the Jews and from the Gentiles.
25 Concerning the Gentiles, God says in the prophecy of Hosea,
“Those who were not my people,
    I will now call my people.
And I will love those
    whom I did not love before.” 
26 And,
“Then, at the place where they were told,
    ‘You are not my people,’
there they will be called
    ‘children of the living God.’” 
27 And concerning Israel, Isaiah the prophet cried out,
“Though the people of Israel are as numerous as the sand of the seashore,
    only a remnant will be saved.
28 For the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth
    quickly and with finality.” 
29 And Isaiah said the same thing in another place:
“If the Lord of Heaven’s Armies
    had not spared a few of our children,
we would have been wiped out like Sodom,
    destroyed like Gomorrah.” 
Israel’s Unbelief
30 What does all this mean? Even though the Gentiles were not trying to follow God’s standards, they were made right with God. And it was by faith that this took place. 31 But the people of Israel, who tried so hard to get right with God by keeping the law, never succeeded. 32 Why not? Because they were trying to get right with God by keeping the law instead of by trusting in him. They stumbled over the great rock in their path. 33 God warned them of this in the Scriptures when he said, 
“I am placing a stone in Jerusalem that makes people stumble,
    a rock that makes them fall.
But anyone who trusts in him
    will never be disgraced.” 

Verses 1 thru 5 (Paul’s Heartache for Israel)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul closed out chapter 8 with a wonderful uplifting message, but he changes his tone in chapter 9 to one of sorrow and grief.  Paul’s true heart for the Jewish people is poured out in the first 3 verses, and he tells his Jewish brethren that he would give up his own salvation and spend eternity in Hell if it would save them from God’s wrath.  Paul is a Jew himself and just like the rest of us, he wants to see his family saved as much or more than anyone else.  
Unfortunately, there is nothing that we can do to force anyone to accept Christ as their Savior.  Our family knows us better than anyone else.  They have known us since childhood, and they have seen all of our failures.  They are the hardest people in the world for us to witness too, but they are often the people we put most of our effort into.  Maybe we would do a better job witnessing to other people’s families and pray that they would do the same for us.  Take some comfort in knowing that Jesus was also rejected by his own family (John 7:5) even though he never committed any sins.  It was only after his resurrection that his brothers finally believed that he was the Messiah and got saved themselves.  Do you have lost family members that need to accept Christ?
Verses 6 thru 13 (Not all Jews are God’s Chosen People)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul is setting the stage in these verses for God’s acceptance of the Gentiles later in this chapter.  Paul often witnessed to the Jews in this way where he would lay out indisputable facts that he knew the Jews would agree with, and then use what they had already agreed to later to prove his point.  Paul points out in verses 6 through 9 that even though Abraham had Ishmael and Issac, that God’s chosen people would come through Issac and not Ishmael.  God’s plan was always for him to have a son with Sarah, but in their flawed wisdom they tried to fulfill God’s promise another way.  They should have trusted God and waited for his blessing, but instead they caused great heartache and strife on their family.
	The Jews reading this letter would have wholeheartedly agreed with Paul in this matter and everyone knew that Issac was chosen by God before he was ever born.  Paul goes on to tell them the story of Esau and Jacob, which they already knew very well.  When Rebekah was pregnant, she was visited by an angel who told her that she would have twins, but the older son Esau would serve his younger brother Jacob.  At this point the twins are still in Rebekah’s belly, and they had not done anything to deserve or lose God’s blessing.  This was simply God’s plan, and it was not based on anything they had control over.  
This went against society during that time and the eldest son was always the one with the blessing of his father.  Everyone reading Paul’s letter knew this story as well, and they all accepted that God had chosen someone other than the eldest son who should have received everything.  Paul is opening their eyes in a way that they had never considered, and they are beginning to see God’s plan in a new light.
 Verses 14 thru 16 (Is God Unfair?)‬‬‬‬‬
Paul now poses the question to his readers and asks them if God was being unfair.  This is a rhetorical question, and no one should ever say that God was unfair.  God’s wisdom is so much greater than ours and even if something does not make sense to us then we would just acknowledge that we don’t know everything.  Again, all of his readers would agree with him.
Paul now points them back to the scriptures that they are familiar with, and he quotes from Exodus 33:19 where God told Moses that He would show compassion and mercy to anyone He chooses.  Who are we to tell God what he can and cannot do?  
Verses 17 thru 24 (Are We Destined for Destruction?)‬‬‬‬‬
This section of scripture is difficult to understand, and it takes a more thorough Bible study to completely understand this passage.  I’ll do my best to explain it, but just know that you will still likely have questions that I will not be able to fully explain here tonight.
Paul starts by recounting the fact that God used Pharoh to show His power and to spread His fame throughout the earth.  It should be noted that when you are reading the story in Exodus, it is said that Pharoh hardened his own heart four times (Ex. 7:13, 7:22, 8:19 and 9:7) before the Bible says that God hardened his heart in Ex. 9:12.  God is free to show mercy to whoever He chooses, and He is patient with those who turn against Him.
Paul now poses the question of whether sinners are to blame if God is the one who is making them to sin.  Paul quickly dispels this thought and says that we should never blame God for the evil things that we do.  After all, who are we that we can argue with God?  Remember Job who wanted to plead his case before God?  When God finally came before Job and gave him the opportunity to speak, Job said, “I am nothing—how could I ever find the answers?  I will cover my mouth with my hand.  I have said too much already.  I have nothing more to say” (Job 40:4-5).  When Job found himself before the Almighty, he realized the futility of his words and decided to keep quiet.  God’s knowledge is so much greater than ours, and our human brains often cannot comprehend what or why God is doing certain things.
Paul uses the example of a potter making things from clay to try to explain some of this logic.  A potter may use a lump of clay to make a beautiful cup that would be glazed and highly decorated and presented to a powerful king as a gift.  The potter might also use the very same lump of clay to make a slop bucket that would hold rotten food.  How could the same potter use the same clay to make two totally different things?   Did the potter make a mistake in making one of these vessels?  
Paul’s point in using this example is that we don’t understand God’s entire plan and all we can see is one small part of it.  God is free to use people however he needs too to bring about his ultimate goal.  Just know that when you accept Jesus as Lord and Savior of your life, that you have received His mercy! 
Paul now quotes from the prophet Hosea in verses 25 and 26(Hosea 2:23 and 1:10).  Although Hosea was talking about the northern tribes of Israel, Paul relates this to how God had chosen the Gentiles. The northern tribes of Israel had completely abandon God, so He abandoned them and said that they were no longer His people.  Although God had abandoned these northern tribes, He reserved the right to redeem them at some point in the future.  God decides to choose whoever he wants to and this includes the Gentiles.  In verses 27 through 29, Paul quotes from the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 10:22-23 and 1:9) on this same subject.  Isaiah was speaking of the remnant of Israel that had been exiled to Assyria, and that God would save a remnant to fulfill the promise.  Just because Israel had not been faithful to God, that did not change the fact that he would keep His promise to them but not all of them would be saved.  Only the remnant that He chose would be saved and Israel would be restored through them.
Verses 30 thru 33 (The Stumbling Stone in Jerusalem)‬‬‬‬‬
Paul closes out chapter 9 by asking “what does all of this mean?”  The Gentiles did not follow the Law, but they had faith.  The Jews tried to follow the Law, but they failed.  Paul’s point here is again that we are made right with God by faith and not by works.  Paul reminds them that Isaiah warned them about this, and he told them that a stumbling stone would be placed in Jerusalem that would trip them up.  This stumbling stone was Jesus, and although He would cause them to fall, He also would lift up anyone who trusted in him.  “Anyone” included the Jews and the Gentiles alike, “for all who call on the name of the Lord shall be saved!”  Sometimes it is said that some people must hit rock bottom before they can ever get better.  Sometimes “rock bottom” might be caused by the same one who has been trying to help you all along.  Rock bottom can be a good place to be.  If you have already fallen down on your knees, all you have to do is look up and ask for help. Do you know anyone who has fallen down and needs to be helped back up?
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

