Romans Chapter 16 – Test Your Knowledge

1. Who wrote the book of Romans (not the author)?
A. Luke
B. Tertius
C. Timothy
D. Paul
2. What female deaconess did Paul name in this chapter?
A. Julia
B. Phoebe
C. Junia
D. Priscilla
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Paul says in this chapter that they are too great each other with a sacred ______
A. Verse
B. Kiss
C. Wish
D. Handshake	

4. Who was the first person from the province of Asia to become a follower of Christ?
A. Aquila
B. Epenetus
C. Timothy
D. Andronicus

5. What did Paul tell the Romans to do to people who caused division in the church?
A. Pray/fast for them
B. Stay away/avoid them
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Debate/correct them
D. Learn from them


Bonus (20 Points): Where did Paul travel too after writing this letter? Why?
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)

Recap from the Last Class
In Romans chapter 15, Paul emphasizes living in unity and mutual support, urging believers who are strong in faith to help the weak, following Christ’s example of humility and self‑sacrifice. Paul prays that Jews and Gentiles would worship together harmoniously, reminds them that Christ has accepted both groups, and shows from Scripture that God always intended to extend mercy to the Gentiles. He explains that his special calling is to minister to the Gentiles and that all his accomplishments are the work of Christ through him, modeling how believers should testify to God’s work rather than boast in themselves. Paul describes his missionary desire to preach where Christ is unknown, shares his long‑held plan to visit Rome on his way to Spain, and notes his immediate duty to deliver financial aid from Macedonia and Achaia to the struggling believers in Jerusalem. Finally, he urges the Roman church to pray for him as he faces suffering, trusting that God will guide and ultimately bring him to them in accordance with His plan.
Romans – Chapter 16 (NLT)
1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a deacon in the church in Cenchrea. 2 Welcome her in the Lord as one who is worthy of honor among God’s people. Help her in whatever she needs, for she has been helpful to many, and especially to me.
3 Give my greetings to Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in the ministry of Christ Jesus. 4 In fact, they once risked their lives for me. I am thankful to them, and so are all the Gentile churches. 5 Also give my greetings to the church that meets in their home.
Greet my dear friend Epenetus. He was the first person from the province of Asia to become a follower of Christ. 6 Give my greetings to Mary, who has worked so hard for your benefit. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews, who were in prison with me. They are highly respected among the apostles and became followers of Christ before I did. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys.
10 Greet Apelles, a good man whom Christ approves. And give my greetings to the believers from the household of Aristobulus. 11 Greet Herodion, my fellow Jew. Greet the Lord’s people from the household of Narcissus. 12 Give my greetings to Tryphena and Tryphosa, the Lord’s workers, and to dear Persis, who has worked so hard for the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, whom the Lord picked out to be his very own; and also his dear mother, who has been a mother to me.
14 Give my greetings to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers and sisters who meet with them. 15 Give my greetings to Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and to Olympas and all the believers who meet with them. 16 Greet each other with a sacred kiss. All the churches of Christ send you their greetings.
Paul’s Final Instructions
17 And now I make one more appeal, my dear brothers and sisters. Watch out for people who cause divisions and upset people’s faith by teaching things contrary to what you have been taught. Stay away from them. 18 Such people are not serving Christ our Lord; they are serving their own personal interests. By smooth talk and glowing words they deceive innocent people. 19 But everyone knows that you are obedient to the Lord. This makes me very happy. I want you to be wise in doing right and to stay innocent of any wrong. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. May the grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.
21 Timothy, my fellow worker, sends you his greetings, as do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my fellow Jews.
22 I, Tertius, the one writing this letter for Paul, send my greetings, too, as one of the Lord’s followers.
23 Gaius says hello to you. He is my host and also serves as host to the whole church. Erastus, the city treasurer, sends you his greetings, and so does our brother Quartus. 
25 Now all glory to God, who is able to make you strong, just as my Good News says. This message about Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for you Gentiles, a plan kept secret from the beginning of time.26 But now as the prophets foretold and as the eternal God has commanded, this message is made known to all Gentiles everywhere, so that they too might believe and obey him. 27 All glory to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, forever. Amen. 
Verse 1 and 2 (Phoebe)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul opens this chapter by introducing Phoebe to the Romans.  Since Paul says that they should “receive or welcome” her, then we can assume that she was the one who actually delivered this letter.  There was not postal system or email in those days, so the only way to communicate was to write a letter and then have someone hand deliver the message.  Traveling in those days was dangerous and this was a great task and honor to be placed upon the messenger, and the author would often write something in the letter about the messenger to authenticate them to the reader.
	So, who was this Phoebe that Paul trusted enough to carry this precious letter to Rome?  The KJV calls her a servant, but most other translations call her a deacon and even the KJV translates this same word diakonos as deacon in three other places (Phil. 1:1, 1 Tim. 3:8, 3:12).  This also lets us know that women were given leadership roles in the early church and that Paul trusted women to play vital roles in his ministry.  Paul also tells them that she has been a great help to him in his ministry and she has also helped many others in the church.  Paul also says that they should also “help” her and this was likely a reference to them providing housing while she was in Rome and giving her financial assistance when she decided to return back to her home in Cenchrea.   
Verses 3 thru 5 (Priscilla and Aquila)‬‬‬‬‬
	Priscilla and Aquila are mentioned in several places in the New Testament, and they were vital to Paul’s ministry. They are originally mentioned in Acts 18 as a Jewish husband and wife who were kicked out of Rome by the Emperor and found their way to Corinth.  Later they helped to disciple Apollos who became a powerful minister and helped to spread the gospel in Asia.  They also accompanied Paul to Ephesus and started they started a house church in Ephesus and later in Rome.
Verses 6 thru 15 (So Many Names)‬‬‬‬‬
	Verses 6 through 15 list all of the people that Paul is sending to Rome with Phoebe, and also lists several people who Paul wants to send his greetings to in the church at Rome.  The list begins with Epenetus who Paul says was the first person to get saved in the Provence of Asia where Paul spent most of his time evangelizing. Epenetus, Andronicus, Junia, Ampliatus, Urbanus, Stachys, Apelles, Herodion, the household of Narcissu and Rufuss were all people who were traveling with Phoebe to Rome.
	Andronicus and Junia were Jewish Christians and they had spent time with Paul in prison, presumably for sharing their faith. They had received Christ before Paul and were well respected among the other apostles.  Some scholars even think that these two may have been considered apostles themselves in the early church, possibly making Junia the only listed female apostle.
	Paul also lists Mary, household of Aristobulus, Herodion, Tryphena, Tryphosa, Persis, Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister and Olympas.  Paul list special attributes about all of these people indicating that he knew them well and he knows that they are all in Rome.  Paul likely met most of these people while he was on his missionary journeys or in Jerusalem and now these Christians had moved to Rome where Paul is sending this letter.

Verse 16 (Old Customs)‬‬‬‬‬
	In verse 16, Paul mentions something that we would consider to be very strange, when he tells the Christian brothers and sisters to greet each other with a sacred kiss.  This was very common in those days and is still an accepted custom in some parts of Europe today.  Jesus even mentions this custom in Luke 7:45, when he criticizes the Pharisee for not giving him a kiss when he entered the house. Maybe this is something that we should start doing again?
Verses 17 thru 20 (A Warning about Divisive People in the Church)‬‬‬‬‬
	In these verses, 

What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

