    Acts Chapter 26 – Test Your Knowledge

1. Who gave Paul permission to speak at this trial?
A. Felix
B. Festus
C. Kind Agrippa II
D. Jewish Leaders

2. Which sect of Judaism did Paul belong?
A. Sadducees
B. Zealots
C. Essenes
D. Pharisees

3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041][bookmark: _Hlk208256085]Who accused Paul of being mad, insane or losing his mind in this chapter? 
A. King Agrippa II
B. Jewish Leaders
C. Bernice
D. Festus

4. Paul convinced King Agrippa II to become a Christian in this chapter?
A.  False
B.  True

5. King Agrippa II finds Paul guilty and sends him on to Caesar to stand trial?
A. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]True
B. False



Bonus (20 Points): To whom did God say that Saul/Paul would be his messenger before Gentiles and Kings? Give his name and scriptural reference. _________
 
Grade: _____    (20 Points for each correct answer)



	In chapter 25, Festus is appointed as the new Governor of Judea and he goes to Jerusalem to meet with the Jewish leaders.  The Jews ask Festus to send Paul to Jerusalem for trial, but they were secretly planning to murder him.  Festus denies their requests and tells them to come back to Caesarea to have this trial.  When Festus has the trial in Caesarea, the Jews bring up the same charges without having any evidence or witnesses to the crimes.  Paul points this out in his defense and although Festus knows that he is innocent, he asks Paul if he is willing to go to Jerusalem to stand trial.  Paul refuses to allow the Jews to kill him, and he appeals his case to Caesar.  Several days later, King Agrippa II comes to meet the new Governor and Festus tells him about Paul’s case.  Agrippa is intrigued and asks the Governor if he can interview Paul.  Festus is delighted to have Agrippa’s help in the case to help him write a letter to Caesar and Paul is brought in before Agrippa the next day.
Acts 26 (NLT) 
1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You may speak in your defense.” So Paul, gesturing with his hand, started his defense: 2 “I am fortunate, King Agrippa, that you are the one hearing my defense today against all these accusations made by the Jewish leaders, 3 for I know you are an expert on all Jewish customs and controversies. Now please listen to me patiently!
4 “As the Jewish leaders are well aware, I was given a thorough Jewish training from my earliest childhood among my own people and in Jerusalem. 5 If they would admit it, they know that I have been a member of the Pharisees, the strictest sect of our religion. 6 Now I am on trial because of my hope in the fulfillment of God’s promise made to our ancestors. 7 In fact, that is why the twelve tribes of Israel zealously worship God night and day, and they share the same hope I have. Yet, Your Majesty, they accuse me for having this hope! 8 Why does it seem incredible to any of you that God can raise the dead?
9 “I used to believe that I ought to do everything I could to oppose the very name of Jesus the Nazarene. 10 Indeed, I did just that in Jerusalem. Authorized by the leading priests, I caused many believers there to be sent to prison. And I cast my vote against them when they were condemned to death. 11 Many times I had them punished in the synagogues to get them to curse Jesus. I was so violently opposed to them that I even chased them down in foreign cities.
12 “One day I was on such a mission to Damascus, armed with the authority and commission of the leading priests. 13 About noon, Your Majesty, as I was on the road, a light from heaven brighter than the sun shone down on me and my companions. 14 We all fell down, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is useless for you to fight against my will.’ 15 “‘Who are you, lord?’ I asked.
“And the Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting.16 Now get to your feet! For I have appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and witness. Tell people that you have seen me, and tell them what I will show you in the future. 17 And I will rescue you from both your own people and the Gentiles. Yes, I am sending you to the Gentiles 18 to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive forgiveness for their sins and be given a place among God’s people, who are set apart by faith in me.’
19 “And so, King Agrippa, I obeyed that vision from heaven. 20 I preached first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that all must repent of their sins and turn to God—and prove they have changed by the good things they do. 21 Some Jews arrested me in the Temple for preaching this, and they tried to kill me. 22 But God has protected me right up to this present time so I can testify to everyone, from the least to the greatest. I teach nothing except what the prophets and Moses said would happen— 23 that the Messiah would suffer and be the first to rise from the dead, and in this way announce God’s light to Jews and Gentiles alike.”
24 Suddenly, Festus shouted, “Paul, you are insane. Too much study has made you crazy!” 25 But Paul replied, “I am not insane, Most Excellent Festus. What I am saying is the sober truth. 26 And King Agrippa knows about these things. I speak boldly, for I am sure these events are all familiar to him, for they were not done in a corner! 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do—”
28 Agrippa interrupted him. “Do you think you can persuade me to become a Christian so quickly?” 29 Paul replied, “Whether quickly or not, I pray to God that both you and everyone here in this audience might become the same as I am, except for these chains.”
30 Then the king, the governor, Bernice, and all the others stood and left. 31 As they went out, they talked it over and agreed, “This man hasn’t done anything to deserve death or imprisonment.”
32 And Agrippa said to Festus, “He could have been set free if he hadn’t appealed to Caesar.”
Versus 1 thru 3 (The Great Court)
	At the end of chapter 25, Festus had started this new hearing, and now he turns over his control to King Agrippa II. The king tells Paul that he may now give his defense.  Most people would have been nervous standing before a King, but Paul knows that he is about to fulfill a prophecy that he would witness to kings. Not only would Paul get to witness to this King, but there were also many prominent Jews and Gentiles as well as Roman commanders in the audience who would be listening to his message.  Although Paul is a prisoner in Herod’s Palace, he could not have orchestrated a better crowd or a better opportunity to witness to this elite group.
	Paul begins by acknowledging the king and expressing his gratitude that he is the one hearing his case.  Knowing the history of the Herod dynasty, one would think that Paul is unlikely to receive a favorable outcome, but Paul knows that the king’s knowledge of Judaism will help him understand Paul’s defense.  Paul knows that he must lay the groundwork for his lengthy defense, so he asks for the king’s patience while he offers up his entire life’s story. 
Versus 4 and 5 (The Pharisee of Pharisees)
	Paul begins his sermon/defense by giving his credentials as a Pharisee.  Although Paul was born in Tarsus, he had moved to Jerusalem at a youthful age. He was taught by Gamaliel who was one of the most respected Jewish Pharisees of that time.  The Pharisees were known for there strict adherence to the law, and they followed it to the smallest detail.  Paul would even describe himself in Philippians 3:5 as a Hebrew of Hebrews and he was even considered to be a zealot among the Pharisees.  He also makes it clear that this was a well-known fact amongst all of the Jews and that he was held in high regards by his Jewish brethren.  
Versus 6 thru 8 (God’s Promise)
	Although Paul is a Christian, he also still proclaims that he is also a Hebrew from the tribe of Benjamin.  And just like all of the other tribes of Israel, he firmly believes in the promise of the Messiah that was foretold through the prophets.  But this hope in the Messiah is the whole reason why he has been put in prison.  This hope of the Messiah was was shared by the Pharisees and the Sadducees, but the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead.  Paul seems to be dumbfounded that anyone, especially the Jews which included King Agrippa II, could not believe that God could raise someone from the dead.   In the Old Testament or what known at the time as the Law and the Prophets, three different people were recorded as being raised from the dead (1 Kings 17:22, 2 Kings 4:35 and 2 Kings 13:21).  And now this hope of the resurrected Christ has landed Paul in prison for believing in what all of the Jews had been earnestly desiring.


Versus 9 thru 11 (Paul, the Chief of Sinners)
	Paul now tells the king about how he had originally persecuted the Christians in every way possible.  Paul thought that he was being a good Pharisee by hunting down Christians and dragging them into the Sanhedrin court.  There in the court he would testify against the Christians and try to get them to recant in their belief of Jesus as the Messiah and throw them in jail.  If they did not deny Jesus, then sometime as in Stephan’s case he would cast his vote to have then stoned to death.
	The fact that Paul says that he would “cast his vote” is how we know that he was part of the Sanhedrin court.  When Stephan was stoned back in Acts 7:58, we know that Paul was present and held the coats of the men who stoned him to death.  In Acts 8:1 we are also told that Saul was not only a witness, but that he was in complete agreement with them, which probably means that he was already a member of the Sanhedrin at that time.
	We find it odd that Paul says that they would put people to death like they did Stephan, because it was against Roman law for the Jews to put someone to death unless they had violated the Temple.  But obviously in the case of Stephan, we know that some of these stonings actually happened regardless of that Roman law.
	Paul was zealously trying to follow the Law, and he thought that he was doing the right thing by persecuting the Christians.  It is a stark reminder that we should always be seeking God’s will in our lives and not just doing what we think is right.  These actions by Paul in his early years would haunt him for the rest of his life, and he considered himself the chief of all sinners (1 Tim. 1:15) for his persecution against the Christians.
Versus 12 thru 18 (Damascus Road Experience)
	Paul now does what we should all be ready to do and he shares his testimony about his conversion experience.  This is the third time in Acts that Luke has recited Paul’s conversion story, and each time we are given a little more and some slightly different information. 
	Paul recites that he was on his way to Damascus to persecute more Christian’s with official letters from the Sanhedrin.  While he was on the road to Damascus, he and his companions were blinded by a light brighter than the sun. This light that was brighter than the sun was the Son of God. Although everyone saw the light and heard the voice speaking, only Paul was able to understand the voice of Jesus.  Jesus asks Paul why he is persecuting him, and tells him that it is useless to fight against His will.  Jesus tells him that he has been chosen as his messenger and that He will protect him from both his own people and the Gentiles. At this point Paul could have stopped and told the king about all of the times he had faced death, and how Jesus had always brought him through those trials. Nevertheless, Paul continues and says that this mission from Jesus is that he would specifically be sent to the Gentiles to get them to turn from the power of Satan and turn to God.  By turning away from their sins, repenting, and believing that Jesus is the Messiah, these Gentiles would be saved and given a place among God’s people.
Versus 19 thru 23 (Preaching to Jews and Gentiles)
	Now that Paul has received his instructions from Jesus, he begins by preaching to the Jews in Damascus and then in Jerusalem and then to all of the Gentiles.  Paul did not take years to learn the gospel message before he started, he began preaching in the synagogues immediately (Acts 9:20).  You have probably heard it many times before that God doesn’t call the equipped, he equips those who are called.
	He tells the king that he was arrested by some Jews in the temple for preaching this message, but God has protected him from being killed right up to this very hour.  God had not kept him from going through the trials, but God was with him and protected him in his trials so that he could continue with his mission.  Paul tells the king that he is only preaching what Moses and the prophets said about the Messiah, that He would suffer and die and be raised from the dead.  He tells him that this same Messiah named Jesus will save both Jews and Gentiles alike, and bring them into fellowship with the Father.
Missionary work and evangelism are not always met with open arms and great success, but we are to preach the gospel regardless of the outcome.  Sometimes you are the one who plants the seed of faith, but you will never see that person come to Jesus.  Sometimes you are the one who waters that seed even though you did not plant it, and you still may never witness their conversion.  Sometimes you are the one who leads them in the prayer of repentance, and you get to watch them get saved but you did not plant the seed or water it.  All of those rolls are critical and they depend on each other.  Make sure you do your part and always be willing to preach the gospel both in season and out of season. 
Versus 24 thru 26 (Festus thinks Paul is Crazy)
	At this point Festus has had all he can stand, and he tells Paul that he is crazy.  Festus makes the statement that “too much study has made him mad”. Some of you may feel like this from time to time.  Understanding the Word of God is not always easy and it can sometimes feel overwhelming.  When you get to something that you are having trouble understanding, pray that the Holy Spirit will give you the knowledge that you need to be able to understand what the Bible says.  Don’t just read the Word, but study it like your life depends on it, because it does.
	Although Fetsus does not understand all of the things that Paul is talking about, Paul is sure that the king is very familiar with the prophecies about the Messiah.  As Paul stated in his opening remarks, the king is an expert on Jewish laws and he is certain that the king understands everything he has said.  All of the things Paul has said about Jesus’ death and resurrection seem to be public knowledge and are well known.  
Versus 27 thru 29 (Almost a Christian)
Paul now asks King Agrippa II a rhetorical question and then answers it before he even has a chance to speak.  Paul wants to know if the king believes what the prophets said about the Messiah are true.  Paul is a master when it comes to witnessing to the lost, although the king had plenty of knowledge, he was lost and needed salvation.  Paul does what we should do when witnessing to the lost and he confronts the king and asks him if he believes.  If the king believes what the prophets said is true, then why does he not believe that Jesus is the Messiah?  Is it possible to know that Jesus is the Messiah and still be lost?
The king replies that he is almost convinced, but he falls short of being converted.  Why would the king in all of his wisdom not submit to the will of God if he knew it was the truth? Would he lose his mistress/sister who was setting beside him?  Would Festus think he too was insane and therefore lose the “praise of men”?  Would he lose his title as king?  All of those are important to the king and he is unwilling to admit that Paul is right.
Paul makes a statement that he not only wants the king to become a Christian, but that he wishes that everyone present would accept Jesus as their savior and become just like him.  The only thing that Paul does not want them to do, is to suffer like he is and be bound in chains for believing the gospel.  Paul’s chains were physical, and they bound him there in Herod’s Palace, but their chains were Satanic and would bind them to an eternity in Hell.  Although Paul was in chains and locked up in prison, he actually had more freedom than the king.  The king was bound by the things of this world.  Don’t let them bind you.
Versus 30 thru 32 (Paul is Innocent)
At this point the king has heard enough, and he abruptly ends the meeting and leaves with Bernice and Fetsus. When they get out of the room where no one else can hear him, the king tells Festus that Paul has done nothing wrong.  He tells the Governor that if Paul had not appealed his case to Caesar that he could be set free.  The whole purpose of this trial was so the king could help Festus write a letter to Caesar.  So what did the Governor put in the letter to Caesar? 
Read Chapter 27 before our next class.
