
Acts Chapter 2 – Test Your Knowledge

1. What happened in Acts Chapter 2?
A. Stephen is stoned
B. Tongues of fire fall on the disciples 
C. Peter heals a crippled beggar
D. Peter and John are thrown into jail

2. Which festival was being celebrated?
A. Passover
B. Hanukkah
C. Feast of Trumpets
D. Pentecost

3. What did the disciples get accused of?
A. Being drunk
B. Desecrating the temple
C. Starting a riot
D. Not paying their taxes

4. Which of the prophets did Peter quote from in his sermon?
A. David
B. Jeremiah
C. Joel
D. Both A and C 

5. How many people were added to the church that day?
A. 120
B. 5000
C. 4000
D. 3000

Grade:_____ (20 Points for each correct answer)
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 2, Part 1
Acts Chapter 1 set the stage for what is about to happen next.  The disciples have gone back to Jerusalem, and they are faithfully waiting for Jesus’ promise.  10 days have passed since Jesus ascended into Heaven and now it is the day of Pentecost.
The Holy Spirit Comes
1 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.
5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers.
7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other.
13 But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!”
Peter Preaches to the Crowd
14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel:
17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike— and they will prophesy. 19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below—blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20 The sun will become dark, and the moon will turn blood red before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives. 21 But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
Commentary
Verse 1 (Day of Pentecost)
In Numbers 28:26, Moses tells the Israelites to bring their first fruits of the wheat harvest to celebrate the Feast of Weeks.  This festival was held 50 days after Passover and it was the largest of the festivals in Jerusalem due to the good weather, usually in June.  The word Pentecost translates to “50th day” and all of the Jews and other travelers would have traveled to Jerusalem for this festive occasion.  It was no coincidence that the Holy Spirit chose this day to fall on the believers, as this would allow a great multitude to be present and hear the good news. 
We were told in chapter 1 that the disciples met together regularly in the upper room and were united in prayer.  They may have been in this same upper room on the day of Pentecost or they may have been in another location.  Regardless of where they were at, they were united and in one accord praying to receive the Holy Spirit.  As believers, we should also be united and not divided.  We should always be seeking the Holy Spirit and He should be actively working in our lives.  If not, then you should pray that He would fill you with his presence and remove any sin from your life.
The Holy Spirit enters the room with the sound of a mighty rushing wind. This was not a windstorm, but the sound was loud enough to cause everyone in the vicinity to come and see what was happening.  God had a plan to spread His good news to the nations and the disciples would be His messengers.
Verses 2 thru 3 (Baptism of the Holy Spirit)
As they were standing there in awe of the the sound and the presence of the Holy Spirit, the disciples saw flames that looked like tongues descending and landing on each of them.  Everyone in the room was filled with this unique outpouring.  Although we are given other examples of large groups receiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44), this particular time is unique and is never repeated again in the Bible.  This was prophesied by John the Baptist in Matthew 3:11 were he said, “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  
Verses 4 thru 13 (Speaking in Tongues)
	As Pentecostals, we are used to people speaking in tongues, but this situation is very specific and was necessary to bring about the birth of the church.  The disciples were not speaking in a tongue that needed to be interpreted, but were speaking in multiple foreign languages. This occurrence had a special purpose that God had designed for this place and this time.  God’s plan is always perfect and always on time.  Not on our time, but in His perfect time. The disciples left the house and were outside in front of the crowd that had gathered to hear His message.
	But there was no interpretation of these tongues.  Paul later tells us that we should have an interpretation (1 Cor. 14:28).  So did the apostles do something wrong? 
Paul didn’t want unbelievers to hear this gift of tongues and not be able to understand the message.  But in this case, everyone heard it in their own language and there was no need for interpretation.  The Bible records 15 nationalities that were present and everyone heard the message in their native tongue (language).  The people were amazed because they knew that these men were from Galilee and were not educated in all of these different languages.  They were correct in the fact that the disciples did not know these languages, but rather the Holy Spirit was speaking thru them.  God is truly amazing.  No other place in scripture records where anyone spoke in foreign (human) language, but that does not mean that it did not happen.  
With all of the places that the disciples travel, I believe this gift of a foreign language was active with the disciples and aided them in spreading the gospel as they traveled around the known world (Jeff’s belief without any biblical basis). 
Verses 14 thru 21 (Peter’s 1st Sermon)
	Here we find a new Peter that is bold and confident.  He stands up and raises his voice to get the attention of the crowd and preaches his first sermon.  ‬Some agitators in the crowd tried to say that the disciples were drunk, but Peter quickly corrects them and says that it is too early in the morning for them to be drunk.  Peter does what we should be doing when we are witnessing to people and he takes them to the Word.  
He explains that what is happening is the fulfilling of the prophet Joel’s message.  In Joel 2:28-32, he prophesied of a time in the last days when God’s spirit would be poured out on all flesh.   This is a partial fulfillment of that prophecy and God’s spirit is still being poured out on us today.  The last days are just the time period between the first and second coming of Christ, so when you hear people talk about living in the last days this is true.  Peter probably thought that Christ might return at any time and he lived his life that way.  We should live our life the same way, because we do not know when Christ will return and there are millions of lost people who we still need to reach.
Prior to this time, prophecy was limited to the prophets and the leaders of Israel.  But now the Holy Spirit has been poured out on everyone and is freely given to anyone who will ask him to come and dwell within them.  Not just Pastors and elders, but everyone including you should receive the Holy Spirit and use His power to help you witness to the lost.  
	

