Acts Chapter 12– Test Your Knowledge

1. What was the name of James’ brother in this chapter?
A. Matthew
B. Peter
C. John
D. Judas

2. How many squads of soldiers were guarding Peter?
A. 2
B. 4
C. 6
D. 8
	
3. Who’s house did Peter go to after he got out of jail?
A. James
B. Martha
C. Saul
D. Mary
	
4. Who were the people talking about in this chapter when they said “it is the voice of a god, and not of a man”?
A. Peter
B. Saul
C. John Mark
D. Herod

5. How did Herod die?
A. The Emperor had him beheaded
B. An angel struck/smote him with a sickness
C. He was eaten by worms
D. Both “B” and “C”

Bonus (20 Points): What was the name of the girl who came to the door when Peter was knocking?  ____________

Grade:_____ (20 Points for each correct answer)



The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 12
	In chapter 11, Peter came back to Jerusalem and explained how the Gentiles had been saved and received the Holy Spirit. Barnabus had gone to Antioch and together with Saul they preached in that town for an entire year.  We also learn that in the city of Antioch is where the believers were first called Christians.  As chapter 11 is concluding, a prophet predicts a great famine in Judea.  The believers in Antioch send Barnabas and Saul back to Jerusalem with a gift to help the believers to get through the famine.
James Is Killed and Peter Is Imprisoned (NLT)
1About that time King Herod Agrippa began to persecute some believers in the church. 2 He had the apostle James (John’s brother) killed with a sword. 3 When Herod saw how much this pleased the Jewish people, he also arrested Peter. (This took place during the Passover celebration.) 4 Then he imprisoned him, placing him under the guard of four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring Peter out for public trial after the Passover. 5 But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly for him.
Peter’s Miraculous Escape from Prison
6 The night before Peter was to be placed on trial, he was asleep, fastened with two chains between two soldiers. Others stood guard at the prison gate. 7 Suddenly, there was a bright light in the cell, and an angel of the Lord stood before Peter. The angel struck him on the side to awaken him and said, “Quick! Get up!” And the chains fell off his wrists. 8 Then the angel told him, “Get dressed and put on your sandals.” And he did. “Now put on your coat and follow me,” the angel ordered.
9 So Peter left the cell, following the angel. But all the time he thought it was a vision. He didn’t realize it was actually happening. 10 They passed the first and second guard posts and came to the iron gate leading to the city, and this opened for them all by itself. So they passed through and started walking down the street, and then the angel suddenly left him.
11 Peter finally came to his senses. “It’s really true!” he said. “The Lord has sent his angel and saved me from Herod and from what the Jewish leaders had planned to do to me!”
12 When he realized this, he went to the home of Mary, the mother of John Mark, where many were gathered for prayer. 13 He knocked at the door in the gate, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to open it.14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the door, she ran back inside and told everyone, “Peter is standing at the door!”
15 “You’re out of your mind!” they said. When she insisted, they decided, “It must be his angel.”
16 Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking. When they finally opened the door and saw him, they were amazed. 17 He motioned for them to quiet down and told them how the Lord had led him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers what happened,” he said. And then he went to another place.
18 At dawn there was a great commotion among the soldiers about what had happened to Peter. 19 Herod Agrippa ordered a thorough search for him. When he couldn’t be found, Herod interrogated the guards and sentenced them to death. Afterward Herod left Judea to stay in Caesarea for a while.
The Death of Herod Agrippa
20 Now Herod was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. So they sent a delegation to make peace with him because their cities were dependent upon Herod’s country for food. The delegates won the support of Blastus, Herod’s personal assistant, 21 and an appointment with Herod was granted. When the day arrived, Herod put on his royal robes, sat on his throne, and made a speech to them.22 The people gave him a great ovation, shouting, “It’s the voice of a god, not of a man!”
23 Instantly, an angel of the Lord struck Herod with a sickness, because he accepted the people’s worship instead of giving the glory to God. So he was consumed with worms and died.
24 Meanwhile, the word of God continued to spread, and there were many new believers.
25 When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission to Jerusalem, they returned, taking John Mark with them.
Verses 1 and 2 (Martyrdom of James)‬‬‬‬‬
	Understanding the names in the Bible can sometimes be challenging and we need to make sure we are aware of who Luke is talking about when we read this section of scripture.  In this section, we read about Herod and James and both names are associated with multiple different men in the Bible.  
Let’s start with James.  There are three men who were close to Jesus in the Bible whose names were James.  Two of them were in the list of the 12 apostles (Matt. 10:1-4) and one was the half brother of Jesus (Matt. 13:55).  James son of Alphaeus and James son of Zebedee were both apostles and were with Jesus his entire ministry.  James son of Zebedee had a brother named John who was also an apostle and together they were called the Sons of Thunder (Mark 3:17).  Luke calls this James the brother of John in verse 2, so we know that this is James the son of Zebedee. The other James was Jesus’ half brother, and he did not believe Jesus was the Messiah (John 7:5) until after his resurrection (Acts 1:14) but later became one of the leaders in the church (Acts 13:15-19).
There are also four people named Herod in the Bible and all of them were rulers in Judea.  King Herod the Great was the one mentioned at Jesus’ birth and he died in 4 BC.  Herod Antipas was one of King Herod’s sons and he was the ruler over Galilee and Parea when the area of Palestine was divided into four rulers by Caesar Augustus.  Herod Antipas was the one mentioned when Jesus was on trial (Luke 23:7-12), and the one who beheaded John the Baptist (Mark 6:17-29). Herod Agrippa I was the great grandson of King Herod the Great, and he is the Herod mentioned in Acts 12. We will also read about King Herod Agrippa II later on in Acts chapters 25 and 26 when Paul is on trial.
Now that we know which James and which Herod that we are talking about, we can discuss these first two versus in Acts 12.  Herod Agrippa I was not a Jew, and he had been raised in Rome in a life of luxury.  In 41 AD, Emperor Claudius made him the King over all of Palestine, but his reign would only last 3 years.  Although Herod was loyal to Rome, he also sought to appease the Jews to keep them from rebelling against Rome.  We are not sure why, but Herod had James arrested and killed by the sword.  This term “killed by the sword” was probably by publicly beheading James which greatly pleased the Jews.  The church had grown in numbers, and in stature and the Jews probably worked with Herod to make false claims against James to get him killed. 
Verses 3 thru 5 (Peter is Arrested Again)‬‬‬‬‬
When Herod saw how much this pleased the Jews, he decides to go after the other leaders of the church and has Peter arrested.  This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which at that time had been combined with the Passover.  Herod knew that having a public trial and execution during this time would make the Jews upset, so he keeps Peter in jail until the Passover is complete.  The church knew that Peter would likely be beheaded just like James, so they prayed for him earnestly.  Prayer is a powerful tool that we often refer to as a last resort, but it should always be the first thing that we do when we face difficult circumstances.

Verses 6 thru 11 (Set Free by an Angel)‬‬‬‬‬
Herod had surely heard about the apostles escaping from jail once before (Acts 5:18-19), so he had four squads of four soldiers guarding Peter.  The four squads of soldiers would work in three-hour shifts watching Peter with two of the guards chained to Peter and two of them guarding the entrance of the prison at all times.  With 16 soldiers around Peter, Herod was sure that he would not escape again.  
On the last night of the Passover celebration, an angel entered the cell and filled it with light.  As Peter slept between the guards, the angel hits him on the side and tells him to get up and get dressed and his chains fall off.  At this point Peter is still groggy from sleep and thinks that he is dreaming.  Peter follows the angel past the guards and then the iron gate of the prison miraculously swing open. They walk out of the prison without any of the guards noticing anything.  After they had walked a little way down the street, the angel disappears, and Peter finally realizes that he isn’t dreaming.  This is now the second time that an angel has freed Peter from jail.  
So since an angel came and set Peter free and saved him from Herod’s sword, we must ask why the same thing did not happen with James.  Why did James die and Peter get set free?  
Verses 12 thru 17 (Knock, Knock)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter goes to the house of a woman named Mary to find the other believers.  We are told that Mary is the mother of John, who’s sur name is Mark.  The believers had gathered in this home to pray for Peter and had apparently been there praying for an entire week.  Peter knocks on the door and a young girl named Rhoda comes to the door to see who it is.  The little girl realizes that it is Peter and is so excited that their prayer have been answered that she runs back to tell everyone without opening the door for Peter.  Can you imagine Peter’s face when this little girl runs away?  The Bible says that Peter continued knocking at the door, but I would imagine that he was now pounding on the door and telling them to let him in.
	When Rhoda tells the other believers that Peter is at the door, they tell her that she has lost her mind?  Why would they doubt that their prayers had been answered after they had been earnestly praying for a solid week?  Apparently, it was too much for them to consider that their prayers were answered and Peter could have been released, but not too much to believe that Peter’s angel was standing at the door.  
When they finally go to the door and see that it is really Peter, they are amazed and they shout for joy.  Peter, realizing that people may be looking for him, tries to get them to quiet down and then he tells them the story of how the angel had set him free.  We know that not all of the believers were here at that time, because Peter tells them to tell James and the other brothers what had happened.  Peter then goes away to another place, and he probably left the area for some time so the Roman soldiers could not find him.
Verses 18 and 19 (Searching for Peter)‬‬‬‬‬
When daylight came the next morning, the soldiers realize that somehow Peter had escaped.  There was probably a lot of finger pointing going on.  He was chained to your wrist! You were supposed to be watching the gate!  Imagine what it would have been like for that unlucky soldier who had to go back to Herod and tell him that Peter had escaped again.  Herod assembles a search party and I have to think that every soldier in Jerusalem was looking for Peter that day.  This was not just a search party, but this was a life or death search.  In those days, if a soldier was guarding a prisoner and they escaped, then the guard would be killed for loosing the prisoner and that is exactly what Herod does.  After this embarrassment, Herod decides to go back to Caesarea where a great series of games were being held to honor Emperor Claudius.
Verses 20 thru 23 (A Horrible Death for Herod)‬‬‬‬‬
	While Herod is in Caesarea, a dispute arises between him and the people of Tyre and Sidon.  Herod had been diverting the grain that was produced in northern Palestine from Tyre and Sidon and sending it to Caesarea.  This may have been for the games or for some other economic reason.  Remember that there was also a severe famine happening at this same time, and food was in short supply.  The people of Tyre and Sidon worked with Blastus who was Herod’s personal assistant to get a meeting with the King. When the King showed up the this meeting, he was dressed in his finest clothing. Josephus is a Jewish historian who wrote a book called Antiquities during this same time and he recorded this same situation that Luke was describing in these verses.  Josephus writes, 
“He put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, and came into the theatre early in the morning; at which time the silver of his garment, being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun’s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over those that looked intently upon him; and presently his flatterers cried out, one from one place, and another from another (though not for his good), that he was a god…A severe pain also arose in his belly, and began in a most violent manner… when he had been quite worn out by the pain in his belly for five days, he departed this life.” (Antiquities, XIX.8.2) 
Herod had been called a god by the people, and he should have immediately corrected them and directed their praise to God.  Instead, he accepted their praise and paid the ultimate price and suffered a horrible death.  We should keep this in mind when we are being praised for doing something good and always remember to give God the glory.  Philippians 4:13 says, “For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.”

Verses 24 and 25 (The Gospel Continues to Spread)‬‬‬‬‬
	Divine judgement had been given to King Herod and ended his persecution of the Christians.  The gospel continues to spread, and the church continued its rapid growth.  With Barnabas and Saul completing their mission of delivering the gift from the believers at Antioch to the elders in Jerusalem, they decided to go back to Antioch.  When they decide to leave to go back to Antioch, they also decided to take along with them a young man named John Mark that we learned about earlier in this same chapter.  This young man was often referred to as just Mark, and Peter considered him his spiritual son (1 Peter 5:13).  This is the same person who would write the Book of Mark, and it may have been one of the first books written in the New Testament.
Read Chapter 13 before our next class.
