    Acts Chapter 23 – Test Your Knowledge
1. Who was the high priest in this chapter?
A. Caiaphas
B. Herod
C. Jude
D. Annanias

2. Who told the Roman Commander about the assassination plans?
A. Paul
B. Paul’s sister
C. Paul’s brother
D. Paul’s nephew

3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041][bookmark: _Hlk208256085]How many men attempted to assassinate Paul in this chapter? 
A. More than 40
B. Less than 30
C. 200
D. 2000

4. What was the name of the Roman Commander in this chapter?
A.  Annanias
B.  Claudius
C.  Felix
D.  Festus

5. Who was the governor in this chapter
A. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Annanias 
B. Claudius
C. Felix
D. Festus

Bonus (20 Points): How many troops were with Paul when he arrived at Caesarea? ___
 
Grade: _____    (20 Points for each correct answer)



	In chapter 22, Paul is given a chance to speak to the mob who has just tried to kill him.  Paul speaks to them in their native language and uses the opportunity to spread the gospel.  He tells them about his Jewish training under Gamaliel and how he had been given letters to persecute the Christians by the high council.  He then tells them about his conversion experience and how he began preaching to the Jews, but when he tells them that the Lord had sent him to preach to the Gentiles the crowd begins to shout death threats.  The Roman soldiers take him into the barracks and tie him up to beat the truth out of him.  Paul asks them if it is legal for them to beat a Roman citizen without a trial, and when they find out that he is a Roman they stop and schedule a trial before the high council.  
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 23 (NLT)
1 Gazing intently at the high council, Paul began: “Brothers, I have always lived before God with a clear conscience!”
2 Instantly Ananias the high priest commanded those close to Paul to slap him on the mouth. 3 But Paul said to him, “God will slap you, you corrupt hypocrite! What kind of judge are you to break the law yourself by ordering me struck like that?”
4 Those standing near Paul said to him, “Do you dare to insult God’s high priest?”
5 “I’m sorry, brothers. I didn’t realize he was the high priest,” Paul replied, “for the Scriptures say, ‘You must not speak evil of any of your rulers.”
6 Paul realized that some members of the high council were Sadducees and some were Pharisees, so he shouted, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, as were my ancestors! And I am on trial because my hope is in the resurrection of the dead!”
7 This divided the council—the Pharisees against the Sadducees—8 for the Sadducees say there is no resurrection or angels or spirits, but the Pharisees believe in all of these. 9 So there was a great uproar. Some of the teachers of religious law who were Pharisees jumped up and began to argue forcefully. “We see nothing wrong with him,” they shouted. “Perhaps a spirit or an angel spoke to him.” 10 As the conflict grew more violent, the commander was afraid they would tear Paul apart. So he ordered his soldiers to go and rescue him by force and take him back to the fortress.
11 That night the Lord appeared to Paul and said, “Be encouraged, Paul. Just as you have been a witness to me here in Jerusalem, you must preach the Good News in Rome as well.”

The Plan to Kill Paul
12 The next morning a group of Jews got together and bound themselves with an oath not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul.13 There were more than forty of them in the conspiracy. 14 They went to the leading priests and elders and told them, “We have bound ourselves with an oath to eat nothing until we have killed Paul. 15 So you and the high council should ask the commander to bring Paul back to the council again. Pretend you want to examine his case more fully. We will kill him on the way.”
16 But Paul’s nephew—his sister’s son—heard of their plan and went to the fortress and told Paul. 17 Paul called for one of the Roman officers and said, “Take this young man to the commander. He has something important to tell him.”
18 So the officer did, explaining, “Paul, the prisoner, called me over and asked me to bring this young man to you because he has something to tell you.”
19 The commander took his hand, led him aside, and asked, “What is it you want to tell me?”
20 Paul’s nephew told him, “Some Jews are going to ask you to bring Paul before the high council tomorrow, pretending they want to get some more information. 21 But don’t do it! There are more than forty men hiding along the way ready to ambush him. They have vowed not to eat or drink anything until they have killed him. They are ready now, just waiting for your consent.”
22 “Don’t let anyone know you told me this,” the commander warned the young man.
Paul Is Sent to Caesarea
23 Then the commander called two of his officers and ordered, “Get 200 soldiers ready to leave for Caesarea at nine o’clock tonight. Also take 200 spearmen and 70 mounted troops. 24 Provide horses for Paul to ride, and get him safely to Governor Felix.” 25 Then he wrote this letter to the governor:
26 “From Claudius Lysias, to his Excellency, Governor Felix: Greetings!
27 “This man was seized by some Jews, and they were about to kill him when I arrived with the troops. When I learned that he was a Roman citizen, I removed him to safety. 28 Then I took him to their high council to try to learn the basis of the accusations against him.29 I soon discovered the charge was something regarding their religious law—certainly nothing worthy of imprisonment or death.30 But when I was informed of a plot to kill him, I immediately sent him on to you. I have told his accusers to bring their charges before you.”
31 So that night, as ordered, the soldiers took Paul as far as Antipatris. 32 They returned to the fortress the next morning, while the mounted troops took him on to Caesarea. 33 When they arrived in Caesarea, they presented Paul and the letter to Governor Felix. 34 He read it and then asked Paul what province he was from. “Cilicia,” Paul answered.
35 “I will hear your case myself when your accusers arrive,” the governor told him. Then the governor ordered him kept in the prison at Herod’s headquarters. 
Verses 1 thru 5 (Paul before the Sanhedrin)
Paul has now been brought before the Sanhedrin Court where he was once a member and had likely resided over several trials of earlier Christians (Peter, John, Stephan).  Although Luke does not tell us that any official charges were brought against Paul, it is likely that someone spoke before Paul to explain why he had been brought before the Sanhedrin. This was not the Roman Commander, because he would not have been allowed in the court room.  Christians had been on trial several times before the Sanhedrin, and they were well aware of their beliefs.  Paul begins his defense by addressing them as “Brothers”. This was probably because he was addressing them as other Hebrew men, but some of them may have also served on the high counsel with Paul when he was persecuting Christians.  Paul then makes the statement that he has “lived in all good conscience before God until this day.”   In essence, Paul had declared that he was innocent of the charges that were being brought against him.
Annanias was the high priest during this trial, (48 AD - 59 AD) and he directs one of the guards to strike Paul in the mouth for this claim of his innocence. The Jewish historian Josephus described Annanias several times in his writings and described him as a man who confiscated for himself the tithes given the ordinary priests and gave lavish bribes to Romans and also Jews (cf. Antiq. XX, 205-7 [ix.2], 213 [ix.4]). Annanias was a cruel and corrupt person and should not have been on the high counsel and definitely should not have been the high priest.  It was contrary to the law for judges to not listen to the case of someone that was brought before them (Lev. 19:15, Duet. 1:16 & 17).  Judges were expected to be fair and impartial and punishing a person before their testimony was complete would violate the law.
Paul is angered by this abuse and pronounces a curse on Annanias that God would strike him for breaking the law.  Annanias was hated by the Jewish people because he was corrupt, and he often sided with the Romans to gain political power.  When the Jews rebelled against the Romans in 66 AD, Annanias was hunted down by the Jewish Zealots (Sicarri) and executed him while he was hiding in an aqueduct near Herod’s palace.  
Some of the other Jewish people condemned Paul for cursing the high priest.  Paul apologizes and then quotes Exodus 22:28 further showing his knowledge of the scriptures.  
Verses 6 thru 10 (Paul Divides the Sanhedrin)
Now that Paul has just cursed the high priest, his chances of getting a fair trial are slim to none.  Paul realizes that Annanias is a Sadducee and he ceases the chance to divide the high court.  Paul makes a bold statement that appeals to his Pharisee brothers. Paul asserts his place as a Pharisee and then says that “his hope is in the resurrection of the dead.”  This greatly divided the crowd, and Luke points out that the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection, angels or spirits and the Pharisees believed in all of them.
This claim by Paul has now won some of the Pharisees to his side, and one of the Pharisees states that perhaps and angel has brought this revelation to Paul.  This statement further angers the Sadducees and now the whole meeting has now turned into a violent shouting match with Paul at the center of the argument.  The Roman commander had brought Paul before this court to find out what the true nature of this crime was, and he is no further along than when he pulled Paul from the angry mob the previous day.  
Verse 11 (Jesus appears to Paul)
	The Roman commander took Paul back to the barracks not only to hold him, but also to protect him from the people who wanted to kill him. That night the Lord appeared to Paul for the third time in scripture, and Jesus encourages Paul.  The fact that Jesus choses to make a personal appearance to Paul probably tells us a little bit about Paul’s state of mind.  Paul had just had two opportunities to witness to his Jewish brethren and both of them had ended in an angry mob where no one wanted to hear the gospel.  Paul probably felt like he was a failure.  
We already know that Paul was aware of his impending trials and tribulations in Jerusalem, but now Jesus tells him in person that he will not only preach the Good News in Jerusalem, but that he will also go to Rome and spread the gospel there as well.  This must have been a great encouragement to Paul to have a personal meeting with Jesus and be told of his future mission.  The road ahead would be hard, “but if Christ be for us, then who can be against us.”  Paul had penned these exact words to the Roman Christians while he was in Corinth the previous year and now his faith would be put to the test. 
Verses 12 thru 15 (Assassins)
A group of Jewish assassins conspire with the high council to kill Paul.  This group of 40+ men approach the council and propose a plan to lure Paul out of the barracks so they can assassinate him.  This also tells us a little about the high council and the corruption that existed within its ranks.  They were asking the high council to conspire with them to murder an innocent man, and they readily go along with them.  Wasn’t it the job of the high council to be impartial and fair?  
These assassins take an oath that they will not eat or drink until they have completed their mission.  Since their mission was not successful (spoiler), do you think they died from dehydration and starvation?  
Verses 16 thru 22 (Plans Revealed)
The plot is laid, and the plan is in motion to kill Paul.  We are not told how it happened, but somehow Paul’s nephew hears about the plan and goes to his uncle to tell him about the assassins.  This also lets us know that Paul either had family living in Jerusalem or that they had traveled there from his hometown of Tarsus to take part in the Jewish festival.
Paul calls one of the Roman officers and tells them that his nephew has some important news for the commander and they take the boy to him at once.  Paul’s nephew tells the commander about the plot to kill Paul and how more than forty men are waiting not only to ambush Paul, but also the Roman troops who would be taking him to the high council.  The Roman commander makes the boy promise not to tell anyone that he has delivered this message to him and sends him back home.
Verses 23 thru 32 (Paul sent to Caesarea)
Twice now this Roman commander has been caught off guard by the Jews, and he is determined not to let that happen again.  The Roman commander assembles what would be considered to be an unbeatable force during that time.  He calls out 200 ground troops who were armed with swords, shields and daggers and were thoroughly trained in combat.  He also calls out another 200 ground troops who are armed with long spears or javelins. On top of that, he ordered 70 mounted troops who would have been some of the finest fighting men that he had.  This was a small army with the sole purpose of providing safe passage for Paul to Caesarea.
The Roman commander also coordinates for all of this to happen under the cover of darkness.  He has his army assembled at the third hour of the night (9PM) and he provides horses for Paul to ride.  Riding horses during those days was something that was reserved for the elite and placing Paul on horseback showed how the Roman commander considered Paul to be a high value person. The ground troops march all night long and when they were at Antipas, the ground troops leave the company and return to Jerusalem.  The rest of the troops and Paul continue on to Caesarea where the troops would deliver Paul and the letter to the Governor.
The commander writes a letter to Governor Felix explaining why he was sending Paul to him.  In the opening remarks of the letter, we find out that the Roman commander’s name is Claudius Lysias.  The commander tells a small fib in his letter when he says that he removed Paul from the mob after finding out that he was a Roman citizen.  If fact, the Romans had violated Paul’s writes by binding him and preparing to beat the truth out of him before they find out that he is a Roman citizen.  I guess the Roman commander must have forgotten about that part?
The letter to Felix describes how he had tried to find out what the crime was that Paul had committed by taking him to the high counsel and then determining that he had done nothing worthy of punishment other than some issue with the religious laws.  He also informed the Governor about the plot to assassinate Paul and that he had informed the Jews to come to Caesarea to hear their case.
Verses 33 thru 35 (Paul before the Governor)
When they arrive in Caesarea, the soldiers turn Paul over to the Governor and present him with the letter that Claudius had written.  After reading the letter, Felix asks Paul what province he is from.  This probably was not just a curiosity of Felix, but he was probably trying to see if he could send Paul to someone else to keep from hearing a difficult case.  Paul responds that he is from the province of Cilicia and now Felix knows that he must handle the case.  
Herod the Great had built an elaborate palace in Caesarea, and this was the capital city for the province of Judea.  Paul was originally confined to the palace until his accusers could travel there for an official hearing with Felix, but Paul would ultimately spend two years imprisoned while awaiting trial with a new governor.
Read Chapter 24 before our next class.

