John Chapter 1, Part 2 – Test Your Knowledge

1. Who did the Pharisees think John the Baptist was?
A. Elijah
B. The Prophet
C. The Messiah
D. All of the above
2. Where was John the Baptist baptizing people?
A. Jerusalem/Mt. Zion
B. Galilee/Galilaia
C. Bethany/Bethabara
D. Nazareth/Nazara
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Which one of the major prophets did John the Baptist quote from in this chapter?
A. Isaiah
B. Jeremiah
C. Ezekiel
D. Daniel	

4. John the Baptist knew that Jesus was the Messiah because_________.
A. Jesus was his cousin
B. He saw the Holy Spirit descend on him
C. An angel told him that Jesus was the Messiah
D. All of the above

5. When John the Baptist saw Jesus approaching in this chapter, what did he call him?”
A. The Lamb of God
B. King of Kings
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]The Messiah
D. The Promised One

Bonus (20 Points): Who had John the Baptist killed? ______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)

	


Recap from the Last Class
Last week we studied how the Book of John is distinct from the synoptic gospels. John focuses not on recounting Jesus’ actions but on revealing His identity as the eternal Word who existed with God and is God—the Creator, the true Light, and the source of all life who entered His own creation. Though the author never names himself, internal clues such as references to “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” along with early church testimony, strongly indicate that John the Apostle wrote the gospel as one of Jesus’ closest companions. John explains that although Jesus came first to His own people, many rejected Him, yet all who believe are welcomed as children of God through spiritual rebirth. He proclaims the astonishing truth that the eternal Word became flesh, fully human yet fully divine, choosing to live among us and ultimately to be crucified out of love. 
John the Baptist affirmed Jesus’ preexistence, recognizing Him as the eternal Messiah through whom limitless grace, “grace upon grace” is revealed, fulfilling the purpose of the Law and making the unseen Father known. Together, John 1:1–18 forms a sweeping prologue that preparing readers for the entire Gospel by declaring that the Jesus they are about to encounter, is not merely a teacher or miracle worker but the eternal God who stepped into human flesh so that humanity might step into eternal life.
The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 This was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders sent priests and Temple assistants from Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” 20 He came right out and said, “I am not the Messiah.”
21 “Well then, who are you?” they asked. “Are you Elijah?”
“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?” 
“No.”
22 “Then who are you? We need an answer for those who sent us. What do you have to say about yourself?”
23 John replied in the words of the prophet Isaiah: 
“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
    ‘Clear the way for the Lord’s coming!’” 
24 Then the Pharisees who had been sent 25 asked him, “If you aren’t the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet, what right do you have to baptize?”
26 John told them, “I baptize with water, but right here in the crowd is someone you do not recognize. 27 Though his ministry follows mine, I’m not even worthy to be his slave and untie the straps of his sandal.”
28 This encounter took place in Bethany, an area east of the Jordan River, where John was baptizing.
Jesus, the Lamb of God
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 He is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’ 31 I did not recognize him as the Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water so that he might be revealed to Israel.”
32 Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from heaven and resting upon him. 33 I didn’t know he was the one, but when God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I saw this happen to Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of God.”
Verses 19 thru 22 (Who are You?)‬‬‬‬‬
	In these verses, we find out that John the Baptist was preaching in the wilderness and baptizing people for the forgiveness of their sins.  Although John the Apostle does not give us a background on John the Baptist, the other gospels (Matt. 3:1-12, Mark 1:1-8 and Luke 3:1-20) give us a better look at who John the Baptist really was and what he was doing.  John the Baptist was the son of the Levitical priest named Zechariah and his mother Elizabeth was from the lineage of Aaron as well.  John was from a pure priestly line and therefore was himself a priest.  Most priest of his lineage would have been preaching in the Temple and would have been a Sadducee or a Pharisee, but John the Baptist was unlike anyone else during those days.  John lived in the wilderness and wore clothes made from camel hair and lived off of the land eating locust and honey.  This alone separated him from the other religious leaders in Jerusalem who wore fancy clothes and ate the finest meals every day.  They also spent most of their time in the city of Jerusalem where the other leaders and other rich people lived.
	John the Baptist chose to live in seclusion in the wilderness, but he was still preaching his message of repentance, and he was drawing huge crowds of people who wanted to hear his message.  John’s message was simple.  Turn from your wicked ways, repent of your sins and be baptized.  Baptism was normally done in the Temple and was normally only done to proselytes who had converted to Judaism, but John the Baptist was calling everyone to repentance and baptizing both Jews and Gentiles.  Jews did not think they needed to be baptized, because they were already “God’s chosen people.”
	John the Baptist had a true distain for the religious leaders of those days and when a group of Pharisees and Sadducees came out to see him, he greeted them by saying, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire” (Matt. 3:7-10).  
It is obvious that he did not like them and he had no fear of what they could do to him.  These pious religious people had been sent by the Jewish leaders to spy on him, and to find out who he claimed to be.  They asked him if he was the Messiah, the Prophet or Elijah.  The reason they asked him these questions is rooted in Old Testament prophesy.  Most of the Jewish people during that time were looking for the Messiah to come and free them from the oppression of the Roman empire.  There are many Old Testament prophesies that point to who the coming Messiah would be, and John the Baptist fit many of these prophesies.  John the Baptist flat out denied these claims to be the Messiah, which lead them to ask if he was the Prophet.  They asked this question because Moses had said in Duet. 18:15-19, that God would send another prophet after him, a great Prophet who would speak the words of the Father.  John the Baptist also denied this claim as well, even though he was a great prophet.  
They also asked him if he was Elijiah.  The reason they asked this question was because in Malicah 4:5-6, he prophesied that, “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.” John the Baptist also denied this claim as well, but Jesus said in Matthew 11:14 that, “And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come.”  Many people are confused about these two scriptures since they seem to contradict each other, but I think if you read Luke 1:16-17 we can find a solution to this quandary.  An angel of the lord had visited John the Baptist father and told him who his son would be, “And it is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of fathers back to their children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  By reading this account and knowing that John the Baptist came in the spirit and power of Elijiah, this allows us to understand that John was correct when he said he was not Elijiah and Jesus was correct because he did come in the spirit and power of Elijiah, but not in Elijiah’s reincarnated body.
At this point the religious leaders are frustrated with John the Baptist, and they directly ask him who he claims to be.  They had been sent by the religious leaders to get an answer to this question, and they could not go back to Jerusalem without an answer for their masters. 
Verses 23 thru 25 (A Voice Crying in the Wilderness)‬‬‬‬‬
	John the Baptist replied to them in the words of Isiaih 40:3 and he said, “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord.”  John’s reply did not answer their question directly, but rather he explained his purpose.  John did not want notoriety for himself, and his mission was to point to the coming King.  He wanted them to clean up their act and get ready for Jesus.  He was trying to prepare their hearts, but this brood of vipers were not interested in changing their ways.
	The reply of the religious leaders in verse 25 reveal their true motive for questioning John the Baptist.  Since he has told them that he is not the Messiah, the Prophet or Elijiah, then they want to know who gave him the right to baptize people.  The hidden meaning of what they were really saying is, “we did not give you permission to baptize people, and we are the only ones with the power to do that.”  This was about power and since John the Baptist had not received this power from them, then they felt like they were losing control of the people.  John had attracted huge crowds, not at the Temple where they would bring their tithes and offerings and depend on the religious leaders, but John was in the middle of the wilderness and the only thing he wanted from the people was repentance.  This was a threat to the power that the Pharisees and Sadducees had, and they wanted to find a way to silence John the Baptist.
Verses 26 thru 28 (Unworthy to untie His Sandals)‬‬‬‬‬
	Again, John the Baptist does not answer the question of who gave him the power to baptize people, instead he tells them that someone is there among them that they do not recognize but is much greater than he is.  He was referring to Jesus, but this was very early in Jesus’ ministry, and the religious leaders did not know who he was talking about.  John says that he was unworthy to even untie his sandals which has a greater meaning.  
	During that time, wealthy people would have masters, servants and slaves. Servants were not allowed to untie the sandals of a master and that task was left to the lowest class of people who would have been the slaves.  So, John the Baptist was saying that compared to Jesus, he wasn’t even as good as a slave. He wanted to make a clear distinction between who he was and who the Messiah was.  John the Baptist had this encounter near Bethany on the banks of the Jordan River where he was baptizing people. This location is also thought to be the same location where Joshua parted the Jordan River as the nation of Israel passed through to attack Jericho.
Verses 29 thru 34 (The Lamb of God)‬‬‬‬‬
	The next day after these religious leaders had questioned John the Baptist, Jesus returned to Bethany.   As Jesus was approaching the place where John the Baptist was preaching, John announces to the people in the crowd who Jesus really is.  He did not point Jesus out to the religious leaders the day before, but he had told them that he was in the crowd.  This may have been intentional to protect Jesus from their wrath, but now he wants those in the crowd to know who Jesus really is.  
	Jesus had likely been baptized by John the Baptist several months before this encounter.  Because he was Jesus’ older cousin, there was no doubt that they knew each other well, but it was not until John had baptized Jesus that he realized His true identity.  John the Baptist had been told by God that he would know who the Messiah was when he saw the Holy Spirit descend upon Him.  We know from Matt. 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-15 and Luke 3:21-22, that John the Baptist had seen the heavens open and seen the Holy Spirit descend on Jesus like a dove when he was praying after John had baptized him. 
	John announces to the crowd as Jesus approached that he was the Lamb of God.  The people of Israel were not looking for a lamb, they were looking for a triumphant king.  So why did John the Baptist call him a lamb, a lamb that would take away the sin of the world?
	John the Baptist also again restates that even though Jesus was born after he was, that Jesus the Eternal King has always existed and was here long before his ministry ever existed.   He concludes this section of scripture by boldly stating that his testimony is clear and that he is introducing Jesus to the world as the “Son of God.”  This statement alone would have been enough for John the Baptist to be thrown into prison or stoned, but John the Baptist knew that it was his job to prepare the way and he would not shirk that responsibility. 
John the Baptist also tells the crowd that he has been baptizing people with water to wash away their sins, but that Jesus would baptize people with the Holy Spirit.  So, which one have you been baptized with?  Have you been baptized with water through emersion?  Have you been baptized by the Holy Spirit?  
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________
