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John Chapter 5 – Test Your Knowledge
1. How long had the lame man in this chapter been sick?
A. 38 years
B. 12 years
C. We don’t know
D. 2 years
2. The Jewish leaders were upset with the lame man because he was carrying his bed or mat.
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]What did Jesus tell the lame man after He found him in the Temple?
A. Stop sinning
B. Sacrifice a lamb
C. Wash in the pool of Bethesda
D. Go show himself to the priest

4. Whose voice will the dead hear?
A. The Father’s
B. The Son of God
C. The Holy Spirit
D. All of the above

5. Who did Jesus say would stand before the Father and accuse the Jewish leaders of their unbelief in this chapter?
A. Jesus
B. Abraham
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Moses
D. Holy Spirit

Bonus (20 Points): Where does the Old Testament say that it was illegal to carry your bed on the Sabbath? Give scriptural reference if you find it. 
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)



Recap from the Last Class
In John Chapter 4, we see Jesus breaking cultural, gender, and social barriers by speaking with a Samaritan woman, showing us that nothing should prevent us from sharing the Gospel. Her life is instantly changed, and the town outcast becomes the first evangelist in Samaria, boldly sharing her testimony and reminding us of the power of simply telling others what Christ has done for us. Jesus explains to His disciples that doing the will of God provides a kind of spiritual nourishment that physical food can’t match, and He teaches that the fields are always ripe for harvest—there is never a “better time” to witness than right now. As the Samaritans come to Him, many believe, first because of the woman’s testimony and then even more deeply after hearing Jesus Himself. We also learn that the hardest people to witness to are often those closest to us, just as Jesus’ own hometown struggled to accept Him. Finally, the faith of a desperate father shows us that true belief doesn’t need to see a miracle to trust in Jesus. This gentile believer’s obedience leads to his salvation and the salvation of his entire household.
John – Chapter 5 (NLT)
Jesus Heals a Lame Man
1 Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish holy days. 2 Inside the city, near the Sheep Gate, was the pool of Bethesda, with five covered porches. 3 Crowds of sick people—blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on the porches. 5 One of the men lying there had been sick for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him and knew he had been ill for a long time, he asked him, “Would you like to get well?”
7 “I can’t, sir,” the sick man said, “for I have no one to put me into the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone else always gets there ahead of me.”
8 Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!”
9 Instantly, the man was healed! He rolled up his sleeping mat and began walking! But this miracle happened on the Sabbath, 10 so the Jewish leaders objected. They said to the man who was cured, “You can’t work on the Sabbath! The law doesn’t allow you to carry that sleeping mat!”
11 But he replied, “The man who healed me told me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’”
12 “Who said such a thing as that?” they demanded.
13 The man didn’t know, for Jesus had disappeared into the crowd.14 But afterward Jesus found him in the Temple and told him, “Now you are well; so stop sinning, or something even worse may happen to you.”15 Then the man went and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had healed him.
Jesus Claims to Be the Son of God
16 So the Jewish leaders began harassing Jesus for breaking the Sabbath rules. 17 But Jesus replied, “My Father is always working, and so am I.” 18 So the Jewish leaders tried all the harder to find a way to kill him. For he not only broke the Sabbath, he called God his Father, thereby making himself equal with God.
19 So Jesus explained, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him everything he is doing. In fact, the Father will show him how to do even greater works than healing this man. Then you will truly be astonished. 21 For just as the Father gives life to those he raises from the dead, so the Son gives life to anyone he wants. 22 In addition, the Father judges no one. Instead, he has given the Son absolute authority to judge, 23 so that everyone will honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son is certainly not honoring the Father who sent him.
24 “I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed from death into life.
25 “And I assure you that the time is coming, indeed it’s here now, when the dead will hear my voice—the voice of the Son of God. And those who listen will live. 26 The Father has life in himself, and he has granted that same life-giving power to his Son. 27 And he has given him authority to judge everyone because he is the Son of Man. 28 Don’t be so surprised! Indeed, the time is coming when all the dead in their graves will hear the voice of God’s Son, 29 and they will rise again. Those who have done good will rise to experience eternal life, and those who have continued in evil will rise to experience judgment. 30 I can do nothing on my own. I judge as God tells me. Therefore, my judgment is just, because I carry out the will of the one who sent me, not my own will.
Witnesses to Jesus
31 “If I were to testify on my own behalf, my testimony would not be valid. 32 But someone else is also testifying about me, and I assure you that everything he says about me is true. 33 In fact, you sent investigators to listen to John the Baptist, and his testimony about me was true. 34 Of course, I have no need of human witnesses, but I say these things so you might be saved. 35 John was like a burning and shining lamp, and you were excited for a while about his message.36 But I have a greater witness than John—my teachings and my miracles. The Father gave me these works to accomplish, and they prove that he sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has testified about me himself. You have never heard his voice or seen him face to face, 38 and you do not have his message in your hearts, because you do not believe me—the one he sent to you.
39 “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point to me! 40 Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.
41 “Your approval means nothing to me, 42 because I know you don’t have God’s love within you. 43 For I have come to you in my Father’s name, and you have rejected me. Yet if others come in their own name, you gladly welcome them. 44 No wonder you can’t believe! For you gladly honor each other, but you don’t care about the honor that comes from the one who alone is God. 
45 “Yet it isn’t I who will accuse you before the Father. Moses will accuse you! Yes, Moses, in whom you put your hopes. 46 If you really believed Moses, you would believe me, because he wrote about me.47 But since you don’t believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?”
Verses 1 thru 3 (The Pool of Bethesda)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus took His disciples to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals, but we are not told which one.  Instead, John focuses on the day which happened to be on the Sabbath.  John tells us that they were near the Sheep Gate when they found a lame man laying at the Pool of Bethesda.  This same pool was found by a German archaeologist named Conrad Schick in 1956, and it had five porches just as John described it.
	Bethesda is a Hebrew word that means “House of Mercy.”  That is an appropriate description for what Jesus was about to do.  The lame man had been crippled for 38 years, and he had been laying by this pool day after day along with other sick and crippled people waiting to be healed.  How long would you lay around and wait on Jesus to answer your prayers?  Would you give up and go back home? 
Verse 4 (Not Included in Most Versions)‬‬‬‬‬
	Part of the text of verse three and all of verse four are not included in most versions of the Bible, because they are not found in any of the earliest manuscripts.  This section of text in the KJV/NKJV says, “waiting for the moving of the water. 4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.”  It is thought to have been added to a second century manuscript, and four of the words used in this section are not included anywhere else in the book of John.  This further leads scholars to believe that they were added by someone other than the apostle John.
	That is not to say that the words in this section are not true or accurate, because the text in verse seven seems to confirm this account and it appeared to be common knowledge during those days.  The writer of this early manuscript probably thought they were adding information to clarify this situation, but the facts remain that John did not write these words in his original letter.
 Verses 5 thru 9 (Jesus Heals the Lame Man)‬‬‬‬‬
	When Jesus sees this lame man laying by the pool, He asks him an interesting question.  He asks the lame man if he wants to get well?  Wasn’t it obvious that he wanted to be healed?  Jesus knew this man’s entire history, why would Jesus ask him if he wanted to be healed?
	The lame man did not realize that the Great Physician was standing in front of him, and he replies that he can’t make it into the pool in time to get healed.  Apparently when the waters were troubled only the first person into the pool was healed and this man wasn’t fast enough, and no one would help him get into the pool.
	Jesus knew how much this man had suffered and he knew that he had faith to be healed, so he simply told the man to get up, roll up his bed and walk.  It did not take a ritual or some fancy words, and no animal sacrifice was required.  Remember that he was in the “House of Mercy” and Jesus had just given him the mercy that he had been waiting for.
	The Bible says that the man was instantly healed!  No “take this pill and see if it works”, no “lets get you scheduled for surgery”, no “let me refer you to a specialist”.  Jesus just spoke the words, and the man received a miracle.  This was the third miracle that Jesus had performed according to John, but it would not be the last. 
No other physician is like Jesus, and we should always start by asking Him for our healing.  To many times we start with the doctors and spend years and thousands of dollars on medical treatments looking for a cure, but we forget to ask Jesus for what we need.  I have heard countless people say after they have exhausted all medical answers, “well I guess all we can do now is pray.”  You should not wait until the end to pray, you should start with prayer and continue to pray until you get your healing.  And after you get your healing, you should pray and thank God for what He has done for you.
Verses 10 thru 15 (Working on the Sabbath)‬‬‬‬‬
	When the lame man who had been healed was walking away with his bed under his arm, some Jewish leaders saw him and quickly confronted him.  Working on the Sabbath was a punishable offense (Exodus 20:10, 34:21, 35:2, Duet. 5:12-15, Leviticus 23:3 and Numbers 15:32-36) and you could be cast out of the presence of God’s people, or you could be stoned to death for violating the Law.  But the Old Testament only list a few types of “work” that you could not do on the Sabbath (gather firewood, start a fire, plant or harvest), but the rabbinical law had added many more forms of “work” that were also illegal to do on the Sabbath.  One of those was to carry your bed and this man was breaking this man-made law.
	When the Jewish leaders confront him about carrying his bed, the man tells them that the man who healed him told him to take up his bed and walk.  The Jewish leaders likely knew who this man was and knew that he had been lame, yet they seem to completely ignore the miracle and focus on the infraction of the law.  Hypocrite seems to fit this situation pretty well for me.  They should have been praising God for the miracle that had just been done, but they can only think about defending their man-made law.
	Jesus had not told the man who He was, and the man who had been healed cannot tell the Jewish leaders who had healed him.  Apparently, Jesus had quietly slipped away after performing the miracle, but he later finds the man in the Temple and tells him to “stop sinning.”  We are not given any specific sin that the man was committing, and we don’t need to know what it was.  The man now returns to the Jewish leaders and tells them that it was Jesus who had healed him.  Why do you think he told the Jewish leader who Jesus was?
Verses 16 thru 20 (Working on the Sabbath and Blasphemy)‬‬‬‬‬
	These Jewish leaders find Jesus and confront Him for healing the man on the Sabbath.  They were not only persecuting Him for breaking their law, but he had also healed this man without their permission.  Nothing happened like this without the Jewish leaders being part of the miracle and now they had been left out completely.  Jesus was getting all of the credit for this miraculous healing, and they had been left out.
	When they question Him about working on the Sabbath, Jesus says that “My Father is always working until now, and I have been working.”  This infuriated the Jews, because now Jesus was making himself equal with God and now He was guilty of committing the sin of blasphemy which was much worse than working on the Sabbath.  Now they are ready to kill Jesus, but Jesus does not back down from their threats.
	Jesus goes on to explain to these Jewish leaders that He isn’t doing these things by his own will, but instead He is just imitating His Father.  He tells them the truth about the Father loving the Son and the Son loving the Father.  He also lets them know that He will do much greater miracles than healing the lame man and they will be astonished.  In good southern slang you could translate this to, “you boys just sit back in your rockin chairs and get ready to be amazed at what I do next.”
Verses 21 thru 30 (Life, Death and the Judgement)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus is not pulling any punches, and He continues in this section to inform them of exactly who He is.  He starts off by saying that He has the power to give life to anyone he wants.  He says that He has the power to raise people from the dead and He can grant eternal life in Heaven with the Father.  He continues by letting them know that if they want to honor the Father, then they should honor the Son.  Jesus is clearly speaking about Himself in this section of scripture, and this is an easy rebuke to those people who say that Jesus never claimed to be God.
	He also lets them know that the Father is not the one who will judge the world, but rather it will be the Son of God who will be the one to Judge people on judgement day.  He has the power to call the dead out of the grave on judgement day, and the dead will hear His voice – the voice of the Son of God will call all men to account for their unrepented sins on that great and terrifying day.  Nothing could be better than to hear Him say, “well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt.25:23), and nothing could be worse than hearing Him say, “I never knew you; depart from Me” (Matt. 7:23).  How horrible it would be to stand before Him on that day and hear those words.  There will be no arguing with Him and there will be no more second chances.  Judgement day will come in the twinkling of an eye when we least expect it.  Be ready!
Verses 31 thru 38 (Witness for Jesus)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus tells these hypocritical Jews that God sent John the Baptist to testify about His coming, so that they might be ready to receive Him and get saved.  This is the only place in scripture where we learn that the Jewish leaders were initially excited to hear John the Baptist testimony, but that excitement quickly faded when he started drawing crowds away from Jerusalem.
	Jesus now tells them that His witness will be greater than John the Baptist, and His witness will be heard in His teachings and through the miracles that He will perform.  Jesus tells them that all of these teachings and miracles were given to Him by the Father to prove that He is the Son of God.  Although they will see all these things, they will not believe that He is the Son of God because they have never known God and they have not kept His message in their hearts.  They had ignored that Jesus had just healed a man who had been crippled for 38 years, and that is something that they cannot deny on Judgement Day. 
Verses 39 thru 47 (You have Rejected Me)‬‬‬‬‬
	These Jewish leaders had put all of their faith in the Law itself instead of putting their faith in the one who sent them the Law.  All of the Law and the prophets had pointed to this very day when the Messiah would come and walk among them to heal their land, but now that He is standing right in front of them, they are refusing to acknowledge who He is.  Jesus did not need them to acknowledge Him as the Messiah, but because of their hard hearts, they were missing out on God’s greatest gift.  
They had rejected the very person that they were seeking.  Moses was their greatest prophet, and like all of the other prophets had foretold the coming of the Messiah.  They had put all of their hopes in the words of Moses, but Jesus says that it will actually be Moses himself who will testify against them.  They only believed what Moses had written as long as it followed the narrative that they wanted.  They were blind leaders who were supposed to be leading the rest of Israel, but instead they were lost and headed straight for Hell.
	Don’t let other people tell you what to believe. Read the Word for yourself and “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).  Men will lead you astray (even me sometimes), but the Word of God is always true and will never fail you.  Study it daily and pray that the Holy Spirit will lead you deeper and deeper into scripture, so that you may truly know how much God loves you.
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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