Romans Chapter 15 – Test Your Knowledge

1. Who Old Testament book or books did Paul quote from in this chapter?
A. Leviticus
B. Deuteronomy
C. Psalms
D. Both B and C
E. Both A and B 
2. Christ came as a servant to the Jews/circumcised.
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]In this chapter, Paul refers to himself as ___________
A. Minister or special messenger to the Gentiles
B. An elder/apostle by the grace of God
C. The first missionary
D. The chief of sinners

4. Where does Paul say he is planning to visit in this chapter on his way to Spain?
A. Macedonia
B. Cyprus
C. Rome
D. All of the above

5. What did Paul ask the Roman believers to do for him in this chapter?
A. Pray for him
B. Send him letters to Jerusalem
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Break him out of jail
D. Send him his coat


Bonus (20 Points): How did Paul eventually get to Rome? 
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)




Recap from the Last Class
Paul’s message in Romans 14 teaches believers to live in unity by showing grace in disputable matters such as dietary practices and worship days. He reminded Christians not to judge one another but to honor God according to their own conscience. Jewish and Gentile believers in Paul’s time—and in the church today—often disagreed over traditions, dietary restrictions, and Sabbath observance, yet Paul emphasizes that Christ is Lord of both the living and the dead and that every believer will give a personal account to God. Because of this, Christians should avoid using their freedoms in ways that might cause others to stumble, choosing instead to act in love, pursue peace, and build up fellow believers.
Romans – Chapter 15 (NLT)
Living to Please Others
1 We who are strong must be considerate of those who are sensitive about things like this. We must not just please ourselves. 2 We should help others do what is right and build them up in the Lord. 3 For even Christ didn’t live to please himself. As the Scriptures say, “The insults of those who insult you, O God, have fallen on me.” 4 Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled.
5 May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in complete harmony with each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. 6 Then all of you can join together with one voice, giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7 Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given glory. 8 Remember that Christ came as a servant to the Jews to show that God is true to the promises he made to their ancestors. 9 He also came so that the Gentiles might give glory to God for his mercies to them. That is what the psalmist meant when he wrote: 
“For this, I will praise you among the Gentiles;
    I will sing praises to your name.” 
10 And in another place it is written,
“Rejoice with his people,
    you Gentiles.” 
11 And yet again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles.
    Praise him, all you people of the earth.” 
12 And in another place Isaiah said, 
“The heir to David’s throne will come,
    and he will rule over the Gentiles.
They will place their hope on him.” 
13 I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Paul’s Reason for Writing
14 I am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters, that you are full of goodness. You know these things so well you can teach each other all about them. 15 Even so, I have been bold enough to write about some of these points, knowing that all you need is this reminder. For by God’s grace, 16 I am a special messenger from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles. I bring you the Good News so that I might present you as an acceptable offering to God, made holy by the Holy Spirit. 17 So I have reason to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done through me in my service to God. 18 Yet I dare not boast about anything except what Christ has done through me, bringing the Gentiles to God by my message and by the way I worked among them. 19 They were convinced by the power of miraculous signs and wonders and by the power of God’s Spirit. In this way, I have fully presented the Good News of Christ from Jerusalem all the way to Illyricum. 
20 My ambition has always been to preach the Good News where the name of Christ has never been heard, rather than where a church has already been started by someone else. 21 I have been following the plan spoken of in the Scriptures, where it says, 
“Those who have never been told about him will see,
    and those who have never heard of him will understand.” 
22 In fact, my visit to you has been delayed so long because I have been preaching in these places.
Paul’s Travel Plans
23 But now I have finished my work in these regions, and after all these long years of waiting, I am eager to visit you. 24 I am planning to go to Spain, and when I do, I will stop off in Rome. And after I have enjoyed your fellowship for a little while, you can provide for my journey.
25 But before I come, I must go to Jerusalem to take a gift to the believers there. 26 For you see, the believers in Macedonia and Achaia have eagerly taken up an offering for the poor among the believers in Jerusalem. 27 They were glad to do this because they feel they owe a real debt to them. Since the Gentiles received the spiritual blessings of the Good News from the believers in Jerusalem, they feel the least they can do in return is to help them financially. 28 As soon as I have delivered this money and completed this good deed of theirs, I will come to see you on my way to Spain. 29 And I am sure that when I come, Christ will richly bless our time together.
30 Dear brothers and sisters, I urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to join in my struggle by praying to God for me. Do this because of your love for me, given to you by the Holy Spirit. 31 Pray that I will be rescued from those in Judea who refuse to obey God. Pray also that the believers there will be willing to accept the donation I am taking to Jerusalem. 32 Then, by the will of God, I will be able to come to you with a joyful heart, and we will be an encouragement to each other.
33 And now may God, who gives us his peace, be with you all. Amen. 
Verses 1 thru 4 (Helping Your Brothers and Sisters)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul continues what he was preaching about in the previous chapter, and now he focuses on Christians helping each other.  What he says is that those of us who have a stronger faith should help those who are weaker.  This doesn’t mean that we should necessarily try to get them to believe the same way we do, but we should encourage them to dive deeper into the Word and get a better understanding of how Christ wants us to live. 
	Paul quotes from Psalm 69:9 when he talked about how Christ did not try to put himself above others and how he humbled himself on the cross. Christ could have called down a legion of angels to protect him, but instead he humbles himself and asked God to forgive them.  This great example is one we should use more often when we feel like we have something against our fellow Christians.  Instead of getting angry, we should love them and find a way to reconcile our differences.
Verses 5 and 6 (Paul’s Prayer for Harmony)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul now says a prayer in these two verses.  Paul prays that God will grant both Jew and Gentile alike the patience and grace that is required to live together in harmony.  Even though these two groups have some cultural and theological differences, Paul wants to see them be able to praise God with one unified voice.  We need to be able to look past the small things that divide us and instead focus on the things that really matter.  Corporate worship is one way for us to unite with one voice and praise the Father for everything that He has and will do for us. 
Verses 7 thru 13 (Acceptance)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul now tells them that since Christ has accepted Jews and Gentiles that they should accept each other, just as Christ has accepted us.  He says that Christ came as a servant to the Jews to show them that God the Father had kept his promise to Israel.  Christ also came to the Gentiles so that God the Father could show his great mercy to a people who had never believed in Him.  Paul quotes from several verses in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy, Isaiah, Psalms) in verses 9-12 where the Gentiles are told to rejoice and praise the Lord with all of their hearts.  Paul ends this section with a prayer that the Gentiles would completely trust in Jesus and overflow with the confident hope as they are filled with the Holy Spirit.
Verses 14 thru 19 (Messenger to the Gentiles)‬‬‬‬‬
	Oddly enough, Paul now starts to explain why he had written to the Romans at the end of the letter.  Although much of what Paul has written in this letter is directed at both the Jews and the Gentiles, Paul now says that he has written this letter for the Gentile believers. Paul uses the Greek word leitourgos in verse 16 to describe himself as a “special messenger“ (ministering in KJV) to the Gentile.  This is the only place in the New Testament where this word is used.  Although this word was translated as special messenger or minister, Paul was really acting as the priest to the Gentiles.  	Paul saw this as his special calling, and his main mission was to bring the Gospel message to the Gentiles.  Paul is not boasting about his role as priest to the Gentiles, but rather he wants everyone to see the miraculous achievements that were done through him by Christ.  Never boast about what you have done, but always be willing to tell people what Christ has done through you.  Your salvation testimony is one of best ways to tell people about how Christ has been working in your life. 
Verses 20 thru 22 (Preaching in New Places)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul could have stayed in Damascus or in Jerusalem and preached his entire life, but instead Paul had a desire to preach the Gospel to people who had never heard about Christ. Paul had a true heart of a missionary, and he often avoided areas where he new that the other disciples had gone and instead chose to preach in areas far away from Jerusalem.  Paul quotes from Isaiah 52:15 in this section when he says that “Those who have never been told about him will see, and those who have never heard of him will understand.”  This could have been Paul’s favorite verse since it captured his entire reason for his missionary journeys.

Verses 23 and 24 (Coming to See You)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul had desired to visit the church in Rome for a long time, but his work in Asia had taken him many years and delayed his trip.  Paul says that he is now planning to travel to Spain (fourth missionary journey) and when he does, he will finally get to stop off in Rome and visit with these Christians.  Paul would use this stop in Rome to share time with them, preach. rest and allow them the opportunity to help him spread the Gospel by funding his trip to Spain.  Many people do not have the ability to spread the Gospel by going on mission trips, but we can all be part of the mission by helping to fund the journey and send aid to the churches abroad.  Have you been part of a missionary journey? Can you? Should you?  Why not?
Verses 25 thru 29 (Delivering the Gift to Jerusalem)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul had spent many years ministering to the believers in Macedonia and Achaia, and they had taken up a large donation for their brethren in Jerusalem who were suffering from a famine.  Many of these people had never been to Jerusalem, but yet they had a desire to help people they had never met.  Paul had collected this offering and before he could go to Rome, he needed to travel back to Jerusalem to present this offering to the other disciple so they could distribute it to the poor.  Although Paul had intended to go to Jerusalem and quickly return to the mission field, his journey would be delayed for several years after he was arrested and awaited trial (see Acts 22-28).
Verses 30 thru 33 (Pray for Me)‬‬‬‬‬
	You can read this section of scripture and others in Acts 20:22-24, Acts 21:4 and Acts 21:10-14 where Paul was told what would happen to him when he went to Jerusalem.  Paul knew that he would be bound in chains and that he would further suffer for his faith.  Even though Paul knew what was coming, he still went to Jerusalem because he knew it was part of God’s master plan.  Little did he know then, but this imprisonment would ultimately take him back to Rome where he would get the chance to meet these Roman brothers and sisters and get a chance to stand before kings and emperors. 
	Paul ends this chapter with a call for this church to pray for him as he went through this trial in his life.  Paul knew that he must be willing to suffer, but that in the end the grace of God would deliver him, and he would finally get to see this Roman church that he had longed to see for many years.  “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not to thine own understanding.  In all thine ways acknowledge Him and He will direct thy path” Proverbs 3:5-6.
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
