Romans Chapter 6 – Test Your Knowledge

1. What question did Paul ask in verse one?
A. Shall we accept Christ by faith and not do good works?
B. Shall we go on sinning that grace may increase?
C. Should we accept forgiveness and never sin again?
D. Should we reject the law because it brought death? 

2. When we are baptized into Christ, we are baptized into____?
A. His life
B. His death
C. His suffering
D. His eternity
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Sin will always be the master of our life.
A. True
B. False	

4. The wages of sin is _________.
A. death
B. immortality
C. disease
D. All of the above

5. The gift of God is _________.
A. Wisdom
B. The Law
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Wealth beyond measure
D. Eternal life



Bonus (20 Points): Was Paul ever a slave?  Justify your answer. _______________________________________________________________


Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)


Recap from the Last Class
In Romans chapter 5, Paul emphasizes that believers are justified by faith and granted peace with God through Jesus Christ. His sacrificial death on the cross paid the debt of sin we could never repay, canceling every charge against us. Paul urges us to rejoice in trials because they build perseverance, character, and hope, reminding us that God’s love is so great that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. Through His blood we are reconciled to God and saved from wrath. Paul contrasts Adam’s sin which brought death and separation from God to all humanity, with Christ’s obedience, which brings grace, righteousness, and the promise of eternal life. Though the Law only exposed human sinfulness, God’s grace abounds even more, reigning through Jesus Christ and assuring believers of forgiveness, fellowship with God, and everlasting hope.
Romans – Chapter 6 (NLT)
Sin’s Power Is Broken
1 Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful grace? 2 Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives.
5 Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin.8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9 We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 10 When he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus.
12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God. 14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace.
15 Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not! 16 Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey? You can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey God, which leads to righteous living. 17 Thank God! Once you were slaves of sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you. 18 Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living.
19 Because of the weakness of your human nature, I am using the illustration of slavery to help you understand all this. Previously, you let yourselves be slaves to impurity and lawlessness, which led ever deeper into sin. Now you must give yourselves to be slaves to righteous living so that you will become holy.
20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the obligation to do right. 21 And what was the result? You are now ashamed of the things you used to do, things that end in eternal doom. 22 But now you are free from the power of sin and have become slaves of God. Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.
Verses 1 and 2 (Do Not Live in Sin)‬‬‬‬‬
	In these first two verses, Paul continues his thoughts from chapter 3:8, where people had accused him of teaching that we should sin more so that God could get more glory.  Paul condemned that course of thinking in chapter 3 and now he asks the question, “Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it?”  This is not to say that we will never sin again once we have been saved, but it does address an ongoing life of sin that we willfully choose to live in.  
	There is a big difference between the Christian who occasionally fails to meet God’s perfect standard and commits a sin, and the person who claims to be a Christian but continues to live a sinful life without remorse.  We will all fail from time to time and come short of the glory of God, but when we do, we should be remorseful, repent of our sins and strive to never repeat that sin again.  
Contrast that with the person who goes to the alter to get saved, but never has a change in their life.  They leave the church and go right back to there old habits and never ask God for help or repent of their sins.  These people want the blessings from God, but refuse to live a godly life.  We should reach out to these people and teach them how to live a life that pleases God, but if they still refuse and continue to live in sin, then according to Paul’s instruction in 1 Cor.5, we should cast them out of the church.

Verses 3 thru 5 (Buried and Resurrected with Christ in Baptism)‬‬‬‬‬
	As we witnessed this past Sunday in church, baptism is an outward expression of a change (salvation) that has already taken place in our hearts.  Baptism in and of itself does not save us.  When we are baptized, it symbolizes that as we go down into the water our sins died with Christ and as Paul says it, “we have been united with him in his death.”  When Christ died on the cross, he died for our sins.  When we get saved, our sinful lives should also die and be buried, never to rise again.  
In contrast, when we come up out of the water of baptism, this symbolizes that we have been raised from the dead just as Christ has risen from the grave.  When we were lost in sin, we were separated from God and were in a spiritual death.  When we get saved our sins are washed away, and we are resurrected from our spiritual death and brought back into a right relationship with the Father.  And now we have been raised to life with Christ, and we should do everything we can to be Christ like.
Verses 6 thru 11 (No Longer a Slave to Sin)‬‬‬‬‬
Paul uses slavery to show the power that sin once had on our lives, and it has a deep meaning that we need to clearly understand. Thankfully, slavery was abolished in this country in 1865 with the ratification of the 13th amendment to the US Constitution.  Therefore, most of us do not completely understand what it means to be a slave.  We have read about it in textbooks and seen it in movies, but most of us have never experienced it.  In Paul’s time, slavery was accepted worldwide, and slaves were used in every culture including the Romans. It is estimated that in ancient Rome, 25%-30% of the population were slaves.
Slaves have no control over their own lives.  They are told when to get up, what to do and where to go. Their whole life is devoted to pleasing their master and doing whatever they are told to do.  Sin is the master and the unbeliever is the slave.  We may not want to think of it this way, but it is clear from scripture that this is true.  There are many sinful practices that prove this is true, and you don’t have to look far to find someone who is a slave to alcoholism, homosexuality and drug addiction.  Most of us have a friend or family member who have been a slave to these sinful practices, and escaping sins grasp is extremely hard.  Ravi Zaccharias said that “Sin will take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you want to stay, and cost you more than you want to pay.” But God has made a way of escape through the cross.
When you are saved God breaks the chains of slavery that bind us to sin, and we are no longer under its bondage.  Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross paid the price for all of our sins and broke the power that sin had over our lives once and for all times.  

Verses 12 thru 16 (Walk the Walk and Talk the Talk)‬‬‬‬‬
Paul now uses our mortal body as an example of how we can refuse to let sin control us.  Although we have been saved and sin is no longer our master, that does not mean that we will not be tempted.  The difference is that now it is our choice whether to follow the desires of our own flesh or whether we will become masters of our own lives.  Paul’s point is that we now control our thoughts and actions and Satan is no longer in control. 
Does your day start with reading your horoscope in the local liberal newspaper, or do you read the word of God each morning to start your day?  Do you still stop by the local bar for “one drink” on your way home from work, or do you stop by your elderly neighbor’s house to check on them and pray with them?  Do you spend your spare time endlessly scrolling through social media, or are you studying your Sunday school lesson?
One verse in Matthew 6:21 may sum up all of these questions. “For where your treasure is, there will be your heart also.”
The point is that you now control your own life, and you decide what you do, where you go and who you spend time with.  Your life should represent Christ in everything that you do.  Maybe we should ask the question of what it means to be “Christ like”? 
Does someone’s outward conduct determine whether or not they are saved?
Verses 17 thru 19 (Slaves of Righteousness)‬‬‬‬‬
Paul has made the point many times in the previous chapters that the law only points out our sin and that it cannot save us.  Faith in Christ is the opposite of that, and it continually points us toward righteousness.  The deeper you go into fulfilling the Law the more sinful you seem to become.  The farther you move toward Christ and God’s gracious love, the more righteous you will become.  We should truly become slaves of righteousness where we are allowing it to control our life.
Verses 20 thru 23 (The Gift of God is Eternal Life)‬‬‬‬‬
	In these final verses, Paul points out that before we were saved, we were free from being righteous.  Because we were free from righteousness, we instead did evil things that still haunt our memories today.  Everyone has done things that we wish we could take back, but we cannot undo the hurt we inflicted on ourselves or others.  Sin led us down a path of unrighteousness and we were following it all the way to the grave.
	Now that we have received the wonderful gift of salvation, we are no longer under Satan’s power of sin.  Now we are under the grace of God, and we are now slaves of His righteousness.  We are now free to do the good things that benefit both us and the people around us.  Just as there are an infinite number of ways to commit sin, there are also an infinite number of ways to do good in this world.  	
As Christians, we should be the shining light on a hill to everyone in this evil world.  We should be the example that everyone wants to emulate, and grace should abound in everything that we do.  The KJV poses the question this way and asks what “fruit” did you have as a sinner?  
Unfortunately, there is good fruit and bad fruit.  Look back at your life before you were saved, and you will see an endless trail of rotten fruit that stinks and is disgusting.  Now think about your life as a Christian, and think about what fruit you have produced. Does it look like the fruit at a county fair that is big, beautiful and vibrant, or is it small, pale and wilted?  What is preventing you from producing fruit that could win at the county fair?
Paul wraps up chapter 6 with another famous verse that we have all heard many times.  “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” This verse summarizes the whole chapter, and we would do good to memorize this verse.  Sin=Death  God=Life  It is a choice that we must all make, and we should encourage others to choose life. 
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

