Acts Chapter 18 – Test Your Knowledge

1. What town did Paul travel to at the beginning of this chapter?
A. Berea
B. Athens
C. Corinth 
D. Antioch

2. What person(s) in the list below did Paul not meet in this chapter?
A. Aquila and Priscilla
B. Titus Justus
C. Apollos
D. Crispus
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Who was the governor of Achaia in this chapter? 
A. Gallio
B. Claudius
C. Sosthenes 
D. Crispus

4. How long did Paul stay in Corinth?
A.  1 Month
B.  6 Months
C.  12 Months
D.  18 Months

5. In this chapter, Apollos was an eloquent speaker who taught about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
A. True
B. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]False

Bonus (20 Points): Who had the profession of making tents in this chapter? _________

Grade: _____    (20 Points for each correct answer)





The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 18
	Last week you learned about Paul’s visit to Thessalonica where he boldly preached the Word and lead many Jews and Greeks to Jesus, but an angry mob forces Paul and his companions to leave the city.  Then they head to Berea, where they met people who were more open to the gospel and openly accepted Jesus.  Unfortunately, the troublemakers in Thessalonica heard about it and sent some people to Berea to stir up the mob again.  Paul leaves Berea and heads to Athens, but he leaves Silas and Timothy behind to continue the mission.  While Paul is in Athens, he sees many statutes of the Greek gods, including one to the “unknown god.”  Paul debates with the Stoic and Epicurean philosophers and leads many of them to Jesus.
Paul Meets Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth (NLT)
1 Then Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he became acquainted with a Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently arrived from Italy with his wife, Priscilla. They had left Italy when Claudius Caesar deported all Jews from Rome. 3 Paul lived and worked with them, for they were tentmakers just as he was.
4 Each Sabbath found Paul at the synagogue, trying to convince the Jews and Greeks alike. 5 And after Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul spent all his time preaching the word. He testified to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed and insulted him, Paul shook the dust from his clothes and said, “Your blood is upon your own heads—I am innocent. From now on I will go preach to the Gentiles.”
7 Then he left and went to the home of Titius Justus, a Gentile who worshiped God and lived next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, and everyone in his household believed in the Lord. Many others in Corinth also heard Paul, became believers, and were baptized.
9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision and told him, “Don’t be afraid! Speak out! Don’t be silent! 10 For I am with you, and no one will attack and harm you, for many people in this city belong to me.” 11 So Paul stayed there for the next year and a half, teaching the word of God.
12 But when Gallio became governor of Achaia, some Jews rose up together against Paul and brought him before the governor for judgment. 13 They accused Paul of “persuading people to worship God in ways that are contrary to our law.”
14 But just as Paul started to make his defense, Gallio turned to Paul’s accusers and said, “Listen, you Jews, if this were a case involving some wrongdoing or a serious crime, I would have a reason to accept your case. 15 But since it is merely a question of words and names and your Jewish law, take care of it yourselves. I refuse to judge such matters.” 16 And he threw them out of the courtroom.
17 The crowd then grabbed Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and beat him right there in the courtroom. But Gallio paid no attention.
Paul Returns to Antioch of Syria
18 Paul stayed in Corinth for some time after that, then said good-bye to the brothers and sisters and went to nearby Cenchrea. There he shaved his head according to Jewish custom, marking the end of a vow. Then he set sail for Syria, taking Priscilla and Aquila with him.
19 They stopped first at the port of Ephesus, where Paul left the others behind. While he was there, he went to the synagogue to reason with the Jews. 20 They asked him to stay longer, but he declined. 21 As he left, however, he said, “I will come back later, God willing.” Then he set sail from Ephesus. 22 The next stop was at the port of Caesarea. From there he went up and visited the church at Jerusalem and then went back to Antioch.
23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul went back through Galatia and Phrygia, visiting and strengthening all the believers. 
Apollos Instructed at Ephesus
24 Meanwhile, a Jew named Apollos, an eloquent speaker who knew the Scriptures well, had arrived in Ephesus from Alexandria in Egypt.25 He had been taught the way of the Lord, and he taught others about Jesus with an enthusiastic spirit and with accuracy. However, he knew only about John’s baptism. 26 When Priscilla and Aquila heard him preaching boldly in the synagogue, they took him aside and explained the way of God even more accurately.
27 Apollos had been thinking about going to Achaia, and the brothers and sisters in Ephesus encouraged him to go. They wrote to the believers in Achaia, asking them to welcome him. When he arrived there, he proved to be of great benefit to those who, by God’s grace, had believed. 28 He refuted the Jews with powerful arguments in public debate. Using the Scriptures, he explained to them that Jesus was the Messiah.‬‬‬‬‬
Verses 1 thru 3 (Aquila and Priscilla)
After spending a little time in Athens, Paul moves on to the city of Corinth.  Corinth was well known as a major trade hub with two seaports, and it was one of the major cities in the Roman Empire.  Like most large modern cities, Corinth was well known for its sinful practices and was mostly known for its sexual immorality.  The Greek goddess Aphrodite was worshipped in that city, and she was known as the goddess of fertility and sexuality.
Paul finds two Jewish people in the city named Aquila and Priscilla who invite Paul to stay with them.  We don’t know whether Paul led them to Christ or if they were already Christian converts as the result of Paul’s earlier mission.  Paul is a tentmaker by trade, so it is not surprising that he would pair up with these two tentmakers to earn a living while in the city of Corinth.
Verses 4 thru 6 (Preaching, Pushback, and a Turning Point)
Every 	Sabbath, Paul heads to the synagogue to reason with both Jews and Greeks as was his tradition in every city he visited. Paul had been earning a living as a tentmaker while living in Corinth, but when Silas and Timothy arrive from Macedonia, Paul stops working and spends all of his time ministering. Paul would later write a letter to the Romans while he was in Corinth, and he would specifically say that he brought the gospel to the “Jews first and then to the Greeks.” (Romans 1:16).
Unfortunately, not everyone is receptive to the gospel message and some of the Jews oppose him and even insult him. Paul’s response is dramatic; he shakes out his garments and says, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent.” From now on, he says, he’s going to the Gentiles. Paul’s heart wanted to see his Jewish brothers and sisters accept Christ, but Paul makes the difficult decision to leave them and preach to the Greeks who are more open to the gospel.
Verses 7 thru 8 (Moving Next Door)
Paul leaves the synagogue and moves into the house next door to continue his mission.  He stays with a man named Titus Justus and we are told that he was a worshiper of God.  That is a wonderful title for someone to have, and one that we should all be given.  Although Paul has abandoned his mission to the Jews in this city, that does not mean that he has stopped preaching to the Jews who were willing to listen.  In an odd twist of faith, the Jewish leader of the synagogue named Crispus gets saved along with all of this family.  We are told in 1 Cor. 1:14, that Paul personally baptized Crispus and he is in a limited number of people that Paul personally baptizes.
Verses 9 thru 11 (A Vision of Encouragement)
One night, Paul receives a vision from the Lord. God tells him, “Do not be afraid… I am with you.” Although we had never been told that Paul was fearful of the Jews who were constantly trying to hurt him, Paul must have had some fear for the Lord to give him this message.  Paul had been stoned on his first missionary journey in Acts 14, and he had been beaten with rods on this journey in Acts 16.  Paul realized that what he was doing was dangerous, but he continued to preach no matter the consequences.  The vision that Paul received was specific to this city, so Paul spends 18 months ministering in the city of Corinth.
Verses 12 thru 17 (Paul on Trial)
The Jews try to stop Paul by dragging him before Gallio, the Roman governor of the region of Achaia. They accuse him of persuading people to worship God in ways that violate the law.  After being accused of breaking a Roman law, Paul is prepared to defend himself, but Gallio abruptly stops him. Gallio realizes that this is not a matter of Roman law, and he sees it as a religious issue that is not for his court to handle.  He throws the case out. The Jews are furious and immediately start to beat up Sosthenes, who is the leader of the synagogue.  Why would they beat up Sosthenes? Gallio ignores that the Jews are beating Sosthenes, which was a crime.  It seems like Gallio wasn’t interested in getting involved in any squabbles between the Jews.  
Later on in 1 Cor.1:1, Paul actually tells us that Sosthenes gets saved and Paul refers to him as his brother.  Now two of the leaders of the Jewish synagogue have become Christians, and that must have been a powerful testimony in the city of Corinth.
Verses 18 thru 21 (A Farewell and a Promise)
After firmly establishing the church in Corinth, Paul takes Aquila and Priscilla and continues his missionary journey.  They go to the city of Ephesus, which is where Paul wanted to go on his first missionary journey, but was prevented from going by the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:6).  Again Paul goes to the synagogue first and this time he is met with Jews who want to hear more about Jesus.  They ask Paul to stay longer with them, but Paul seems to be driven to complete his mission and return to Jerusalem where he would present his offering of the Nazirite vow.
Paul does not abandon the new believers in this great city of Ephesus, instead he leaves Aquila and Priscilla there to continue to preach and build up the new church.  But Paul also tells them that if God is willing, that he will return again to visit them on his next journey.  Paul would return on his third missionary journey to this city, and he would spend 3 years preaching and teaching the Word of God to that community.
Verses 22 thru 23 (Completing the Second Journey)
Paul boards a ship and sails back to the town of Caesarea. He then goes to Jerusalem where he completes his Nazirite vow, and he probably told the Christians in that church about his success on his second missionary journey.  Paul then returns to his home church in Antioch and shares the stories with them as well.
Paul seems to be eager to return to the mission field and after staying only a short time in Antioch, he heads out on his third missionary journey.  He retraces the path from his second missionary journey and goes back to the churches in Galatia and Phrygia.
Verses 24 thru 26 (Apollos)
Meanwhile back in Ephesus, a new believer enters the story. Apollos is a Jew from Alexandria in Egypt, and he is a smart and eloquent speaker.  He knows the scriptures well and he teaches about Jesus accurately, but he only has a limited knowledge about Jesus. John the Baptist had many followers and Apollos was apparently someone who had been one of his disciples.  Apollos knew about the baptism of repentance that John had preached about, but he did not know about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit or the full ministry of Jesus.
Verses 27 thru 28 (Apollos Receives Instruction)
Aquila and Priscilla quietly pull Apollos aside and teach him about the full message of Jesus.  They did not publicly shame him or try to contradict him in front of the other believers.  This act of kindly correcting someone is the way we should handle things today, so that we are building people up and not tearing them down.  Everyone can always learn something new and none of us know it all.  Be willing to help others who do not have a good understanding of what the Bible teaches, and be willing to listen when someone else tries to teach you something. 
Apollos is eloquent, passionate, and he knows the Scriptures well. But he’s also humble enough to be corrected and that is rare. When Priscilla and Aquila explain things more accurately, he listens and learns. His story challenges us to be both bold in what we know and open to learning what we don’t. It’s a reminder that spiritual maturity isn’t just about knowledge; it’s about being teachable. And when we’re willing to grow God can use us in even greater ways, just like He did with Apollos.
Now that Apollos is has the full armor of God, he decides to travel on to Achaia to continue to spread the gospel.  The believers in Ephesus decide to write Apollos a letter of recommendation for him to take on his journey, so that the churches that he visits will know that he has approval from the church in Ephesus.  Apollos goes on to become a powerful preacher and refutes the Jews by proclaiming the scriptures that prophesied that Jesus is the Messiah.
Read Chapter 19 before our next class.

