Acts Chapter 6– Test Your Knowledge

1. What happened in chapter 6?
A. Saul gets blinded on the road to Damascus
B. Peter gets arrested
C. Stephen gets stoned
D. Stephen gets arrested
	
2. Which one of the men below was not chosen to serve in Chapter 6?
A. Procorus
B. Nicanor
C. Simon
D. Parmenas

3. Why did the Greek believers get upset?
A. They wanted Peter to preach instead of John
B. Their widows were being neglected in the food distribution
C. They wanted more Greeks to be chosen to serve
D. They did not believe in the resurrection of the dead

4. The Apostles nominated seven men to serve the church.
A. True
B. False	

5. Why was the high council staring at Stephen at the end of this chapter?
A. His face turned white
B. He was speaking in tongues
C. He vanished from their presence
D. He lied in court

Bonus (20 Points): Which of the seven men chosen to serve later led an Ethiopian to Christ? ___________

Grade:_____ (20 Points for each correct answer)


The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 6
	In chapter 5 we learned about Ananias and Sapphira and how they lied to the Holy Spirit.  They paid the ultimate sacrifice for this sin, but despite this tragedy the church continued to grow.  As with any large organization their will always be disagreements and the early church was no different. We still have to deal with this today and we must learn how to handle these disagreements and not ignore them.
Seven Men Chosen to Serve (NLT)
1But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent. The Greek-speaking believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their widows were being discriminated against in the daily distribution of food.
2 So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, “We apostles should spend our time teaching the word of God, not running a food program. 3 And so, brothers, select seven men who are well respected and are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this responsibility. 4 Then we apostles can spend our time in prayer and teaching the word.”
5 Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch (an earlier convert to the Jewish faith). 6 These seven were presented to the apostles, who prayed for them as they laid their hands on them.
7 So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too.
Stephen Is Arrested
8 Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed amazing miracles and signs among the people. 9 But one day some men from the Synagogue of Freed Slaves, as it was called, started to debate with him. They were Jews from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and the province of Asia. 10 None of them could stand against the wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen spoke.
11 So they persuaded some men to lie about Stephen, saying, “We heard him blaspheme Moses, and even God.” 12 This roused the people, the elders, and the teachers of religious law. So they arrested Stephen and brought him before the high council. 
13 The lying witnesses said, “This man is always speaking against the holy Temple and against the law of Moses. 14 We have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy the Temple and change the customs Moses handed down to us.”
15 At this point everyone in the high council stared at Stephen, because his face became as bright as an angel’s.
Verse 1 (Discrimination)‬‬‬‬‬
	The church in Jerusalem was growing rapidly and we are told in chapter 4 that there were at least 5000 men.  When you count the women, children and those added in chapter 5, there were probably 10,000 to 20,000 members of the early church.  Having that many people in any organization is a challenge and apparently the twelve apostles were still trying to manage everything on their own.  In chapter 4 we learned that this early church was sharing their possessions so that no one was in need.  This included a daily ration of food for widows and orphans who were unable to provide for themselves.
	In Deuteronomy 14:29, Moses had incorporated caring for widows and orphans into the law and the church was continuing to care for these vulnerable people.  There were no government assistance programs during this time and without a husband/father or close relative to earn a living, widows often turned to begging to provide for their food.  
	Cultural differences started to arise and the Greek speaking Jews accused the other Jews of not giving their widows a fair share of the food.  We are not given all of the details of how they were being discriminated against, and it may not have been intentional.  Satan loves to stir up trouble in the church and sometimes he will just whisper a small lie or half truth in your ear to cause problems.  We must learn to guard our hearts in these situations and follow the guidance in Matthew 18:15-17.  Don’t gossip about the situation but go humbly to the person who you “think” is doing something wrong and discuss it with them.  Only after you have discussed it with them should you talk to other people about it.  If we followed this one simple rule, it would prevent most of the problems that we have in the church and in our daily lives.
Verses 2 thru 6 (Delegation of Authority)‬‬‬‬‬
	The apostles heard the grumblings amongst the congregation and wisely decided to delegate the work of distributing the food.  It appears that the original issue may have been caused by the apostles not devoting enough attention to the food drive. Therefore, some of the widows were left out or neglected.  When leaders start out with small groups, it is easy and often necessary for them to be heavily involved in everything.  As an organization grows, this can often cause problems if leaders do not learn how to delegate authority.  
	It is also important to note that the apostles themselves did not choose these seven men to replace them in the food program.  Instead, they told the congregation to choose seven men and bring them to them so that they could pray and lay hands on them.  Allowing the people to choose these men prevented any appearance of discrimination and everyone thought this was a good idea.  The instructions were simple.  They must be believers who are well respected, full of the Spirit and wisdom.
	When you read the names of the men who were chosen to fill this role, it is important to note that all seven men had Greek names.  That doesn’t necessarily mean that were all Greek but it is likely.  Since the Greek speaking Jews were the party that appeared to have been discriminated, it seemed good for the people to select people from that same culture to take over this program.  Although the Bible does not specifically call these men deacons, they were the first men chosen to serve in that function.  Deacons are specifically identified later on in 1 Timothy 3:8–13 with a more defined list of qualifications.  The Greek word for deacons is diakonos, which is means servant.
	This does not mean that the job of serving food was beneath the apostles, but it was not the best use of their time.  All jobs in the church are important and different people have different gifts.  Not everyone can be a pastor, teacher, singer, cook, handyman, secretary, financial advisor, etc.  We should realize that we are all one body and we must work together with each person using their talents (Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12).  What is your talent and are you using it like you should?
Verses 7 thru 10 (Faith under Fire)‬‬‬‬‬
	After the deacons had been selected and the issue of the food drive resolved, the church continued to grow.  Even the Jewish priest were starting to become believers and I have to wonder if Nicodemus and Gamaliel might have been among them.  
One of the same men who had been chosen as a deacon is now performing amazing signs and miracles.  Wasn’t his job to serve food?  So why was he performing signs and miracles?  Just because we have a specific job inside the church does not stop us from witnessing to people outside the church.  The great commission in Matt. 28 is not only for pastors and elders, but also for everyone who is a Christian.  
	When we are doing what we are supposed to do, you should expect Satan to try to hinder your work.  Now some men from the Synagogue of Freed Slaved started to have a debate with Stephen.  These were Hellenistic Jews who sought to discredit Stephen’s teaching, but they were unable to do so.
	
Verses 11 thru 15 (Stephen is Arrested)‬‬‬‬‬
	Another trick of the Devil is to take what we have said or what the Bible says and try to twist it and use it against us.  These Jews used that same tactic and convinced not only the priest and elders, but also convinced the people that Stephen was committing blasphemy.  Many of these same accusations had been made against Jesus, so it is not surprising that they used them against Stephen.  After all, Stephen was just repeating the same gospel message that he had heard from Jesus and we should be doing the same thing.
	These men were telling half truths and taking Stephen’s message out of context.  Satan tried to use this method of taking scripture out of context against Jesus when he tempted him in the desert (Matt.4).  Satan knows the Bible and will often take a verse and try to convince us that his twisted message is the truth.  That is why we must know our bible well enough to spot these half truths which are all lies and be prepared to rebuke them.
	These Jews said that he had blasphemed Moses, God, the Temple and the Law.  Although we do not know exactly what Stephen said that would have made them say this, we can look to what they accused Jesus of saying about these same charges when he was in front of the same Sanhedrin council in Matt. 26. (John 2:19, Matt. 5:17, Heb. 3:3, Luke 22:69).  
	After the charges against Stephen had been given, Stephen stood up to address the court and the Bible said that his face was “like an angel”.  What did they mean by this statement and why did his face look this way?  Has this same thing ever happened before?  In Exodus 34:29-35, Moses had come down from Mount Sinai after spending 40 days in the presence of God.  God’s glory was now radiating from Moses’ face so much that the people asked him to cover his face with a veil.  We are told in verse 5 of this chapter that Stephen was “a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit and again in verse 8 that he was “a man full of God’s grace and power”.  This closeness with God had caused his face to shine just like Moses.  With God’s power he was ready to address the Sanhedrin and we will find out what happen in our next class.	
Read Chapter 7 before our next class.
