    Acts Chapter 21 – Test Your Knowledge
1. Whose home did Paul stay at in this chapter?
A. Philip
B. Trophimus
C. Mnason
D. All of the above
E. Both A & C

2. Who had four unmarried daughters with the gift of prophecy?
A. Agabus
B. Philip
C. Mnason
D. Trophimus
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Who payed for the four men to have their head ritually shaved? 
A. Philip
B. Paul
C. Trophimus
D. James

4. [bookmark: _Hlk208256085]Who arrested Paul in this chapter?
A.  The Sanhedrin
B.  Jews from Asia
C.  Jerusalem Police
D.  Roman Soldiers

5. The Roman commander thought that Paul was an Egyptian who had led a rebellion.
A. True
B. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]False


Bonus (20 Points): Which of the original seven deacons is mentioned in this chapter?
 
Grade: _____    (20 Points for each correct answer)



The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 21
	Last week you learned about Paul’s continuing travels on his 3rd missionary journey where he visited several towns in the area of Macedonia and Greece.  While Paul was preaching late into the night, a young man named Eutychus was sleepy and fell to his death from a 3rd story window.  Paul goes downstairs and raises the young man back to life and then continued preaching until dawn.  Paul then goes back towards Ephesus where he meets with the Ephesian elders and strengthens them. Paul lets them know that he is bound by the Spirit to go back to Jerusalem where he is destined to suffer for the gospel.  Paul bids them farewell and tells them that they will never see him again, and then he boards a ship and continues his journey toward Jerusalem. 
Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem
1 After saying farewell to the Ephesian elders, we sailed straight to the island of Cos. The next day we reached Rhodes and then went to Patara. 2 There we boarded a ship sailing for Phoenicia. 3 We sighted the island of Cyprus, passed it on our left, and landed at the harbor of Tyre, in Syria, where the ship was to unload its cargo.
4 We went ashore, found the local believers, and stayed with them a week. These believers prophesied through the Holy Spirit that Paul should not go on to Jerusalem. 5 When we returned to the ship at the end of the week, the entire congregation, including women and children, left the city and came down to the shore with us. There we knelt, prayed, 6 and said our farewells. Then we went aboard, and they returned home.
7 The next stop after leaving Tyre was Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and sisters and stayed for one day. 8 The next day we went on to Caesarea and stayed at the home of Philip the Evangelist, one of the seven men who had been chosen to distribute food. 9 He had four unmarried daughters who had the gift of prophecy.
10 Several days later a man named Agabus, who also had the gift of prophecy, arrived from Judea. 11 He came over, took Paul’s belt, and bound his own feet and hands with it. Then he said, “The Holy Spirit declares, ‘So shall the owner of this belt be bound by the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem and turned over to the Gentiles.’” 12 When we heard this, we and the local believers all begged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem.
13 But he said, “Why all this weeping? You are breaking my heart! I am ready not only to be jailed at Jerusalem but even to die for the sake of the Lord Jesus.” 14 When it was clear that we couldn’t persuade him, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.”
Paul Arrives at Jerusalem
15 After this we packed our things and left for Jerusalem. 16 Some believers from Caesarea accompanied us, and they took us to the home of Mnason, a man originally from Cyprus and one of the early believers. 17 When we arrived, the brothers and sisters in Jerusalem welcomed us warmly.
18 The next day Paul went with us to meet with James, and all the elders of the Jerusalem church were present. 19 After greeting them, Paul gave a detailed account of the things God had accomplished among the Gentiles through his ministry.
20 After hearing this, they praised God. And then they said, “You know, dear brother, how many thousands of Jews have also believed, and they all follow the law of Moses very seriously. 21 But the Jewish believers here in Jerusalem have been told that you are teaching all the Jews who live among the Gentiles to turn their backs on the laws of Moses. They’ve heard that you teach them not to circumcise their children or follow other Jewish customs. 22 What should we do? They will certainly hear that you have come.
23 “Here’s what we want you to do. We have four men here who have completed their vow. 24 Go with them to the Temple and join them in the purification ceremony, paying for them to have their heads ritually shaved. Then everyone will know that the rumors are all false and that you yourself observe the Jewish laws.
25 “As for the Gentile believers, they should do what we already told them in a letter: They should abstain from eating food offered to idols, from consuming blood or the meat of strangled animals, and from sexual immorality.”
Paul Is Arrested
26 So Paul went to the Temple the next day with the other men. They had already started the purification ritual, so he publicly announced the date when their vows would end and sacrifices would be offered for each of them.
27 The seven days were almost ended when some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul in the Temple and roused a mob against him. They grabbed him, 28 yelling, “Men of Israel, help us! This is the man who preaches against our people everywhere and tells everybody to disobey the Jewish laws. He speaks against the Temple—and even defiles this holy place by bringing in Gentiles.” 29 (For earlier that day they had seen him in the city with Trophimus, a Gentile from Ephesus, and they assumed Paul had taken him into the Temple.)
30 The whole city was rocked by these accusations, and a great riot followed. Paul was grabbed and dragged out of the Temple, and immediately the gates were closed behind him. 31 As they were trying to kill him, word reached the commander of the Roman regiment that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 32 He immediately called out his soldiers and officers and ran down among the crowd. When the mob saw the commander and the troops coming, they stopped beating Paul.
33 Then the commander arrested him and ordered him bound with two chains. He asked the crowd who he was and what he had done.34 Some shouted one thing and some another. Since he couldn’t find out the truth in all the uproar and confusion, he ordered that Paul be taken to the fortress. 35 As Paul reached the stairs, the mob grew so violent the soldiers had to lift him to their shoulders to protect him.36 And the crowd followed behind, shouting, “Kill him, kill him!”
Paul Speaks to the Crowd
37 As Paul was about to be taken inside, he said to the commander, “May I have a word with you?”
“Do you know Greek?” the commander asked, surprised. 38 “Aren’t you the Egyptian who led a rebellion some time ago and took 4,000 members of the Assassins out into the desert?”
39 “No,” Paul replied, “I am a Jew and a citizen of Tarsus in Cilicia, which is an important city. Please, let me talk to these people.” 40 The commander agreed, so Paul stood on the stairs and motioned to the people to be quiet. Soon a deep silence enveloped the crowd, and he addressed them in their own language, Aramaic. 
Verses 1 thru 3 (Mediterranean Cruise)
Luke gives a detailed description of their travel around the Mediterranean Sea and it was common during that time to sail as close to shore as possible.  The only way to navigate during those days was either by remaining within sight of land or by navigating by the stars.  This method of astronavigation was as much an art as it was a science, and it only worked when the wind blew in the right direction and the skies were clear at night. Sea travel was dangerous during those times, and many ships became lost at sea, destroyed by storms or sank when they ran into the reefs while trying to navigate too close to the shore.  Maps were rare, expensive and not very accurate in the 1st century A.D. 
By using Luke’s detailed list of places that they saw as they sailed, we can accurately follow their course in the map below.
[image: Map
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Verses 4 thru 6 (Prophecy in Tyre)
When Paul and his companions land at Tyre, they find a group of believers.  There is no record in the Bible of anyone starting a church in Tyre, but it may have been founded when the believers were scattered in Acts 8.  It is now 58 A.D. and it has been approximately 25 years since the believers had been scattered, so it is not surprising to see that the gospel has spread throughout the region.  
While they are in Tyre, some of the believers prophesied that Paul should not go to Jerusalem.  These believers had been given a vision of the suffering that Paul would endure in Jerusalem and in their human wisdom they tried to keep him from facing this trial.  It is important to note that if you are sure that God has sent you on a mission, then don’t let anyone detour you.  These believers meant well and thought they were trying to help Paul, but his suffering was part of God’s plan and Paul knew it.
Verses 7 thru 12 (Prophecy in Caesarea)
After leaving Tyre, they make the short trip down to Ptolemais where Paul finds more Christians.  This must have been a great site to see Christians in every port they stop at.  Again they board the ship and take their last voyage down to Caesarea where they find Philip the Evangelist.  Philip is the only person in the Bible who is ever given the title of Evangelist, and the churches mentioned in the previous verses may have been started by him.  We are told that Philip also had four daughters who were prophetesses.  
We also meet a man named Agabus who also prophesied that Paul will be bound in Jerusalem by the Jewish leaders and be turned over to the Gentiles.  It seemed like the Holy Spirit was actively moving in many of these early believers to let them know about Paul’s upcoming trials. Again the believers try to persuade Paul not to go on, but they are doing this out of their own wisdom. Luke says “we and the local believers” indicating that everyone present wanted Paul to stay away from Jerusalem. 
Would you do the same thing?  If you had a vision of Charlie Kirk being assassinated a few weeks ago, would you have warned him not to go to that Utah campus?  Would Charlie have listened to you? 
Verses 13 thru 17 (The Lord’s will be done)
Paul is heartbroken when he hears the pleas of his friends, but will not be swayed from completing the mission that the Holy Spirit is guiding him to fulfill.  These prophetic messages were not meant to keep Paul from suffering, but rather they were given to prepare Paul for what lay ahead.  No reasonable person would ever choose to suffer, but if suffering is part of God’s plan then we must endure to the end.  
Christ was our great example in everything.  While in the Garden of Gethsemane just hours before he would be crucified, Jesus prayed to the father that he would prefer not to suffer.  He was both fully man and fully God and the idea of the physical pain and torture that he was about to receive was a heavy burdened for him to bear. But Jesus simply prayed, “Not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 22:42).  Paul has the same mindset and makes the statement that he is not only willing to suffer for the gospel, but he is willing to die if that is required.


Verses 18 thru 22 (James and the Elders at Jerusalem)
When Paul arrives in Jerusalem, he meets with James and the other elders and shares with them the success story of all the new believers from his 3rd missionary journey.  This news was wonderful to hear and all of them glorified God for how the gospel was spreading.
Not everyone was happy with Paul and rumors were swirling around that Paul was teaching the Jews to abandon the Law of Moses.  No where in scripture was it recorded that Paul ever taught the Jews to specifically abandon the law, but he did teach the Gentiles that they were not under the law.  This was probably some of the Jews who were jealous of sharing God’s love equally with the Gentiles.
Verses 23 thru 26 (The Purification Ceremony)
The elders decide that the way to dispel this rumor is to have Paul go to the Temple and participate in the purification ritual for some Jewish believers.  This public display by Paul was intended to show that he still believed in the Law of Moses.  Paul takes four of the Jewish believers to the Temple and pays for them to have their heads shaved.  This Nazarite vow is covered in detail in Numbers 6:2-21 and this was a voluntary act by men or women, usually to dedicate themselves for service to God.
In verse 25, the elders reaffirm that the only law that the Gentiles needed to observe was to abstain from eating blood or strangles animals, food offered to idols and from sexual immorality.  This was the same requirements that the elders had sent in a letter to the Gentiles back in Acts chapter 15.
Verses 27 thru 30 (False Accusations)
When Paul goes to the Temple, the same Jews from Asia who had harassed Paul show up and start accusing him of several false accusations.  They said that Paul had spoken against the Temple, told “everyone” to abandon the Law of Moses and that he had defiled the Temple by bringing Gentiles inside the Court of the Jews.  Bringing Gentiles into the inner parts of the Temple was a serious offense, and this was the only time Jews were allowed to execute anyone who violated this law.
Gentiles were allowed into the area of the Temple known as the Court of the Gentiles, which was on the outer portion of the Temple.  Paul had been seen earlier in the day with Trophimus who was a Greek, and these Jews were accusing Paul of bringing him into the inner court.  This was just another false accusation intended to stir up the crowd, and it worked.

Verses 31 thru 36 (Arrested for the Last Time)
An angry mob formed, and Paul was dragged out of the Temple and they began to beat him.  500 Roman soldiers were stationed just outside the temple and when they heard the uproar, the Roman commander intervened and arrested Paul.  By arresting Paul they actually saved his life, because this mob was going to kill Paul.  The soldiers bound Paul with chains, and they had to lift him up out of the crowd to keep them from killing him.  This fulfilled Agabus’ prophecy about Paul being bound in Jerusalem.  The commander decides to take Paul up the stairs to the Roman garrison to question him and to separate him from the mob.
Verses 37 thru 40 (Mistaken Identity)
When Paul was being taken up the stairs, he asks the commander if he can speak to the crowd.  The Roman commander is surprised to hear Paul speaking in Greek, because he thought that Paul was an Egyptian who had started a rebellion.  Paul tells him that he is a Jew from Tarshish.  The commander gives Paul permission to speak to the crowd and Paul now addresses the crowd in their native Aramaic language.  This was Paul’s opportunity to witness to this great crowd one last time, and he had a captive audience.
Read Chapter 22 before our next class.
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