Acts Chapter 20 – Test Your Knowledge
1. What was used to heal the sick in this chapter?
A. Cross
B. Anointing Oil
C. Handkerchiefs 
D. Olive Branch

2. Who did Paul send ahead to Macedonia in this chapter?
A. Aquila and Priscilla
B. Timothy and Erastus
C. Apollos
D. Silas
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]What did the new believers “burn” in this chapter? 
A. Clothes
B. Candles
C. Incense
D. Books

4. [bookmark: _Hlk208256085]How long did Paul stay in Ephesus?
A.  1 Year
B.  2 Years
C.  3 Years
D.  4 Years

5. The eleven sons of Sceva tried to cast a demon out of a man using the name of Jesus, but they failed and were beaten up and stripped naked by the demon.
A. True
B. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]False

6. What was Demetrius’ skill in this chapter?
A.  Preacher
B.  Singer
C.  Silversmith
D.  Potter

Bonus (20 Points): What was the total value of the items that were burned in this chapter? 

Grade: _____    (20 Points for each correct answer)
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 20
	Last we met some new believers named Aquila and Priscilla who traveled with Paul on part of his second missionary journey.  Paul has a vision from God and decides to stay in Corinth for a year and a half.  Paul then goes to Ephesus, and he leaves Aquila and Priscilla there while he goes back to Jerusalem.  While Aquila and Pricilla are in Ephesus, they meet an eloquent disciple of John the Baptist named Apollos.  He is further trained by Aquila and Priscilla and then he moves on to Achaia.  Paul starts his third missionary journey by visiting the churches in Galatia and Phrygia.
Paul Goes to Macedonia and Greece
20 When the uproar was over, Paul sent for the believers[a] and encouraged them. Then he said good-bye and left for Macedonia.2 While there, he encouraged the believers in all the towns he passed through. Then he traveled down to Greece, 3 where he stayed for three months. He was preparing to sail back to Syria when he discovered a plot by some Jews against his life, so he decided to return through Macedonia.
4 Several men were traveling with him. They were Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea; Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica; Gaius from Derbe; Timothy; and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia. 5 They went on ahead and waited for us at Troas.6 After the Passover[b] ended, we boarded a ship at Philippi in Macedonia and five days later joined them in Troas, where we stayed a week.
Paul’s Final Visit to Troas
7 On the first day of the week, we gathered with the local believers to share in the Lord’s Supper.[c] Paul was preaching to them, and since he was leaving the next day, he kept talking until midnight. 8 The upstairs room where we met was lighted with many flickering lamps. 9 As Paul spoke on and on, a young man named Eutychus, sitting on the windowsill, became very drowsy. Finally, he fell sound asleep and dropped three stories to his death below. 10 Paul went down, bent over him, and took him into his arms. “Don’t worry,” he said, “he’s alive!”11 Then they all went back upstairs, shared in the Lord’s Supper,[d] and ate together. Paul continued talking to them until dawn, and then he left. 12 Meanwhile, the young man was taken home alive and well, and everyone was greatly relieved.
Paul Meets the Ephesian Elders
13 Paul went by land to Assos, where he had arranged for us to join him, while we traveled by ship. 14 He joined us there, and we sailed together to Mitylene. 15 The next day we sailed past the island of Kios. The following day we crossed to the island of Samos, and[e] a day later we arrived at Miletus.
16 Paul had decided to sail on past Ephesus, for he didn’t want to spend any more time in the province of Asia. He was hurrying to get to Jerusalem, if possible, in time for the Festival of Pentecost. 17 But when we landed at Miletus, he sent a message to the elders of the church at Ephesus, asking them to come and meet him.
18 When they arrived he declared, “You know that from the day I set foot in the province of Asia until now 19 I have done the Lord’s work humbly and with many tears. I have endured the trials that came to me from the plots of the Jews. 20 I never shrank back from telling you what you needed to hear, either publicly or in your homes. 21 I have had one message for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of repenting from sin and turning to God, and of having faith in our Lord Jesus.
22 “And now I am bound by the Spirit[f] to go to Jerusalem. I don’t know what awaits me, 23 except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city that jail and suffering lie ahead. 24 But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God.
25 “And now I know that none of you to whom I have preached the Kingdom will ever see me again. 26 I declare today that I have been faithful. If anyone suffers eternal death, it’s not my fault,[g] 27 for I didn’t shrink from declaring all that God wants you to know.
28 “So guard yourselves and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, purchased with his own blood[h]—over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as leaders.[i] 29 I know that false teachers, like vicious wolves, will come in among you after I leave, not sparing the flock. 30 Even some men from your own group will rise up and distort the truth in order to draw a following. 31 Watch out! Remember the three years I was with you—my constant watch and care over you night and day, and my many tears for you.
32 “And now I entrust you to God and the message of his grace that is able to build you up and give you an inheritance with all those he has set apart for himself.
33 “I have never coveted anyone’s silver or gold or fine clothes. 34 You know that these hands of mine have worked to supply my own needs and even the needs of those who were with me. 35 And I have been a constant example of how you can help those in need by working hard. You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
36 When he had finished speaking, he knelt and prayed with them.37 They all cried as they embraced and kissed him good-bye. 38 They were sad most of all because he had said that they would never see him again. Then they escorted him down to the ship.
Verses 1 thru 3 (What Baptism did You Receive?)
Paul had been traveling through the upper region of Phrygia and Galatia and decides to go back to Ephesus where he had left Aquila and Priscilla on his second missionary journey.  When he gets to Ephesus, he meets a group of believers who only know about the Baptism of John and have never heard about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Luke calls these men disciples, but were they actually saved if they had not received the Holy Spirit?
These men may have heard Apollos preach in the city of Ephesus before Aquila and Priscilla had a chance to educate him about the baptism of the Holy Spirit. We do not know how long Apollos had been preaching before he was educated about the Holy Spirit and these men may have been a result of his earlier ministry.
Verses 4 thru 7 (Baptism in the Holy Spirit)
Paul lets them know that the baptism of John was only a baptism of repentance and he pointed them to Jesus.  He then tells them about the Holy Spirit and baptizes them again in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  When Paul lays hands on these disciples, they receive the Holy Spirit and begin to prophesy and speak in tongues.
Verses 8 thru 10 (Ministering in Ephesus)
Paul now heads to the synagogue in Ephesus and preaches to the Jews there for three months.  Some people receive the gospel with joy, but others reject his message and begin to try to discredit his message.  As Paul had done in almost every city, he now leaves the hard-hearted Jews in the synagogue and goes to the gentiles.
Paul uses a local college lecture hall to start preaching the gospel to anyone who would listen.  This was a normal practice for the people of Ephesus to go to a lecture hall and have public debates during the middle of the day.  Paul uses this place and this opportunity to reach as many people as possible, and for the next two years he preaches his gospel message from this school of Tyrannus.
Verses 11 and 12 (Unusual Miracles)
As Paul is preaching his messages in the heat of the day, he would use handkerchiefs or sweatbands to keep the sweat out of his eyes.  Although we are not sure how it originally got started, apparently some people started taking these handkerchiefs to sick people who were not able to make the journey to hear Paul preach.  These handkerchiefs in and of themselves did not have any magical power, but rather it was the faith of the people who received them that led to some miraculous healings.  Are there any other examples in the Bible like this?
Verses 13 thru 16 (Jewish Exorcist)
There were seven sons of a Jewish priest names Sceva who were traveling around form town to town casting out demons.  One day why they were trying to cast out a demon from a man, they tried to use the name of Jesus who Paul had preached to exorcize the demon.  The problem with them using the name of Jesus, is that they had no relationship with Him.  They were simply trying to use His name to make a profit.  
As we have seen in previous scriptures, the demons knew who Jesus was, and they also knew who the real disciples were.  This demon tells these seven sons of Sceva, he knows who Jesus and Paul are but who are you.  In other words, he told them that they had no authority to call on the name of Jesus, and therefore, had no power over the demon.  The demon then attacks all seven of them at once and strips them naked. 
There are many fake Christians in this world, and we must learn to recognize them as well.  These imposters often try to lead people astray from the truth by watering it down or twisting the scriptures and taking them out of context.
Verses 17 thru 20 (Power in the Name of Jesus)
The story of the demon and the seven sons of Sceva spread rapidly.  People recognized that the name of Jesus had real power, and the fear of the Lord caused many people to turn from their wicked ways.  Magical arts were prevalent in the city and many of the believers still owned books with magical spells and incantations.  They became fearful to even own these books and decided to have a public book burning.  The value of these books was great, and it was determined that the value of these books was 50,000 pieces of silver.  These silver coins were likely drachmas which were the coins of ancient Greece.  It is estimated that today’s cost for these coins would be several million dollars.
Verses 21 and 22 (Headed to Rome)
In versus 21 and 22, we learn about how Paul was inspired by the Holy Spirit to continue his journey.  We are told that he planned to go onto Macedonia and Achaia before returning to Jerusalem.  Paul decides to send Timothy and Erastus on ahead of him while he spent his last days in Ephesus.  We learn later on in Romans 15, that Paul was collecting an offering for the saints in Jerusalem from the churches in Macedonia and Achaia.  Paul makes one more bold statement in these versus.  He states that after he takes the gift back to Jerusalem, that he “must go to Rome.”  Paul must have had a vision of his future where he saw himself witnessing to those in Rome.   
Verses 23 thru 27 (All about the Money)
During Paul’s final days in Ephesus, a silversmith named Demetris stirs up trouble for Paul and the disciples.  Paul’s preaching was having a large impact on the people of the community, and they had begun to turn from their idolatrous nature.  Demetris owned a large business making silver idols of Greek gods and goddesses.  The temple of Artemis or Diana was in the city of Ephesus and Paul was impacting their finances by preaching against idol worship.  Demetris gathers all of the silversmiths together and convinces them that Paul is demeaning their great goddess and destroying her great name.  He wasn’t really concerned about the goddess, but he was upset that he was losing his income stream.
Verses 28 thru 34 (Riot in Ephesus)
The crowd now starts to shout, “Great is Artemis” and a riot breaks out.  Like the riots of today, many people in the crowd had no idea what was going on and they were just caught up in the excitement.  The rioters moved to the amphitheater and managed to catch Gaius and Aristarchus who were Paul’s companions.  The people were confused and shouting different things.  The Jews in the crowd tried to take advantage of the situation and sent Alexander to explain what Paul was preaching, but when they realized that he was a Jew they ignored him and just kept shouting for about 2 hours.  Paul wanted to go into the amphitheater to discuss it, but the other believers feared for his safety and would not let him go in.
Verses 35 thru 41 (Settle it in Court)
The town mayor realizes that this riot is getting out of control and rioting was something that the Roman government would not tolerate.  He manages to quiet down the crowd, and he tells them that these men had not stolen anything, and they had not spoken against the goddess.  He lets them know that the courts are the proper way to handle this matter and he urges Demetris and the other craftsman to settle the matter by pressing formal charges against the Christians.  Unfortunately, Christians today are still being dragged in front of courts for simply living Christian lives and this will only get worse as time goes on.  Continue to fight the good fight and don’t give up!
Read Chapter 20 before our next class.

