Acts Chapter 5 – Test Your Knowledge

1. What happened in chapter 5?
A. A lame man was healed
B. Barnabas sold some land and gave it to the church
C. Ananias and Sapphira die
D. The church selected the first deacons

	
2. How did the apostles get out of jail?
A. An earthquake
B. They walked through the walls
C. An angel opened the gates
D. The other believers broke them out

3. What did the Sanhedrin do to the apostles for preaching the gospel?
A. Beat/flogged them
B. Expelled them from the Temple
C. Sent them to the school of the Pharisees
D. Had them executed

4. Where were the believers meeting at each day in Chapter 5?
A. Peter’s house
B. Garden of Gethsemane	
C. Martha’s house
D. Solomon’s Colonnade/Porch

5. What was the name of the Pharisee who spoke during the council meeting?
A. Annas
B. Caiaphas
C. Gamaliel
D. Alexander

Bonus (20 Points): What other person do we know of who was taught by Gamaliel? ___

Grade:_____ (20 Points for each correct answer)
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 5
	We ended last week with all of the believers sharing their possessions.  We are specifically told that Barnabas sold some property and gave the money to the disciples.    Giving above and beyond the tithe is a wonderful thing to see in the Christian community, but only if it is done with the right attitude.  
Ananias and Sapphira (NLT)
1 But there was a certain man named Ananias who, with his wife, Sapphira, sold some property. 2 He brought part of the money to the apostles, claiming it was the full amount. With his wife’s consent, he kept the rest.
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, why have you let Satan fill your heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of the money for yourself.4 The property was yours to sell or not sell, as you wished. And after selling it, the money was also yours to give away. How could you do a thing like this? You weren’t lying to us but to God!”
5 As soon as Ananias heard these words, he fell to the floor and died. Everyone who heard about it was terrified. 6 Then some young men got up, wrapped him in a sheet, and took him out and buried him.
7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Was this the price you and your husband received for your land?”
“Yes,” she replied, “that was the price.”
9 And Peter said, “How could the two of you even think of conspiring to test the Spirit of the Lord like this? The young men who buried your husband are just outside the door, and they will carry you out, too.”
10 Instantly, she fell to the floor and died. When the young men came in and saw that she was dead, they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear gripped the entire church and everyone else who heard what had happened.
The Apostles Heal Many
12 The apostles were performing many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers were meeting regularly at the Temple in the area known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 But no one else dared to join them, even though all the people had high regard for them. 14 Yet more and more people believed and were brought to the Lord—crowds of both men and women. 15 As a result of the apostles’ work, sick people were brought out into the streets on beds and mats so that Peter’s shadow might fall across some of them as he went by.16 Crowds came from the villages around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those possessed by evil spirits, and they were all healed.
The Apostles Meet Opposition
17 The high priest and his officials, who were Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 But an angel of the Lord came at night, opened the gates of the jail, and brought them out. Then he told them, 20 “Go to the Temple and give the people this message of life!”
21 So at daybreak the apostles entered the Temple, as they were told, and immediately began teaching.
When the high priest and his officials arrived, they convened the high council—the full assembly of the elders of Israel. Then they sent for the apostles to be brought from the jail for trial. 22 But when the Temple guards went to the jail, the men were gone. So they returned to the council and reported, 23 “The jail was securely locked, with the guards standing outside, but when we opened the gates, no one was there!”
24 When the captain of the Temple guard and the leading priests heard this, they were perplexed, wondering where it would all end. 25 Then someone arrived with startling news: “The men you put in jail are standing in the Temple, teaching the people!”
26 The captain went with his Temple guards and arrested the apostles, but without violence, for they were afraid the people would stone them. 27 Then they brought the apostles before the high council, where the high priest confronted them. 28 “We gave you strict orders never again to teach in this man’s name!” he said. “Instead, you have filled all Jerusalem with your teaching about him, and you want to make us responsible for his death!”
29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead after you killed him by hanging him on a cross. 31 Then God put him in the place of honor at his right hand as Prince and Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their sins and be forgiven. 32 We are witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit, who is given by God to those who obey him.”
33 When they heard this, the high council was furious and decided to kill them. 34 But one member, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, who was an expert in religious law and respected by all the people, stood up and ordered that the men be sent outside the council chamber for a while.35 Then he said to his colleagues, “Men of Israel, take care what you are planning to do to these men! 36 Some time ago there was that fellow Theudas, who pretended to be someone great. About 400 others joined him, but he was killed, and all his followers went their various ways. The whole movement came to nothing. 37 After him, at the time of the census, there was Judas of Galilee. He got people to follow him, but he was killed, too, and all his followers were scattered.
38 “So my advice is, leave these men alone. Let them go. If they are planning and doing these things merely on their own, it will soon be overthrown. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You may even find yourselves fighting against God!”
40 The others accepted his advice. They called in the apostles and had them flogged. Then they ordered them never again to speak in the name of Jesus, and they let them go.
41 The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had counted them worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus. 42 And every day, in the Temple and from house to house, they continued to teach and preach this message: “Jesus is the Messiah.”
Verses 1 and 2 (Ananias and Sapphira)‬‬‬‬‬
	Ananias and Sapphira had seen the gift that Barnabas had given and they probably saw how people were praising him for this sacrifice.  This husband and wife also decided to sell a piece of property that they owned and give part of the money to the disciples.  The NLT says they “kept” part of the money butt the KJV and other version more accurately translate this as “kept back”.  The Greek word used here is nosphizomai and it is only used two other times in the bible.  It was used in Joshua 7:21 when Achan took spoils from Jericho and hid them in his tent. Paul uses the same word in Titus 2:10 where he is providing sound doctrine for the church and it is translated as “not stealing”.  They were not stealing from Peter and the church, but instead they were stealing from God.  This property was theirs to keep or sell as they wished.  They could have sold it and kept the money and everything would have been fine.  But we are told that they conspired together to give part of the money to the disciples, but tell them it was the full amount. Why would they do that?
Verses 3 and 4 (Discernment of the Spirit)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter, being led by the discernment of the Holy Spirit, calls Ananias in to discuss the situation.  Ananias probably thought that Peter was bringing him in to praise him for his gift.  He was ready to receive his reward, and he got what he deserved.  You can hide things from men, but you can’t hide from God.  Satan had tempted Ananias with pride, and he took the bait.  Ananias’ love of money prevented him from giving the full amount and Peter knew exactly what they had done.  When Peter had confronted Ananias, he told him that he wasn’t lying to them, but he was lying to God.  
Verses 5 thru 11 (Consequences of Sin)‬‬‬‬‬
	Judas had also had a desire for earthly riches and had sold his soul to Satan for 30 pieces of silver.  Ananias had been filled with the “root of all evil” which is the love of money and for his sin he instantly fell to the ground and died.  He never expected his sin to catch up with him and no one ever does. 	Three hours later Sapphira was called in before Peter expecting the same praise, but being unaware of her husband’s fate she received the same reward as him and died instantly.  It is important to realize that Peter did not kill them, but instead judgement was passed on them by God and He took their lives.
	One might think that this would have devastated the church but instead it just ensured them that the Holy Spirit was actively involved in the church.  We are told in verse 14 that the church continued to grow despite this judgement that was passed on Ananias and Sapphira.  We must always be aware that there can be imposters in the church who act like they are Christians, but instead are wolves in sheep’s clothing.  Teachers, preachers, elders and everyone else are subject to sin and we must always be on the lookout for these imposters in our own church.   
Verses 12 thru 16 (Miracles in a Growing Church)‬‬‬‬‬
	The disciples continued to preach at Solomon’s Colonnade/Porch and the word was reaching far beyond the walls of the Temple.  People from all over Jerusalem and from the surrounding cities started coming to the disciples.  Many people were healed during this time and the Word of God was being preached to the people.  Men and women were being added to the church daily and the message was spreading.  The power of God was working so powerfully in these apostles that people were being brought out into the streets so that they might be healed by simply being caught in the shadow of the disciples as they passed by.  Peter’s shadow did not actually have any power, but rather it was the faith of the people in God’s power by which the healing came.  
Verses 17 thru 21 (Freed by an Angel)‬‬‬‬‬
	The Sadducees were infuriated by the preaching of the apostles and this time they arrest all of them and throw them in jail.  The NASB says in verse 18 that they “laid hands” on them.  This was a violent arrest, and the apostles were probably kicked, beaten and dragged to jail.  They had threatened them in chapter 4 if they continued to speak in the name of Jesus and this trip to jail was fulfilling that threat. But at some point during the night, an angel had opened the doors of the prison and let the apostles out of jail.  When the apostles were out of jail, the angel told them to go to the temple and start sharing the gospel again.  Can you imagine the courage that it took for these apostles to go right back to the same location and start preaching again?  
Verses 22 thru 26 (Arrested Again)‬‬‬‬‬
	When the court convened the next morning, they sent the guards to get the prisoners.  What they found was a securely locked jail with guards posted outside, but an empty prison inside.  They would have questioned the guards about what happened to the prisoners and the guards may have been executed or committed suicide for allowing them to escape per Roman law.  The apostles were soon found preaching in the temple and the were arrested again.  The scriptures specifically point out that this time they were arrested without violence, insinuating that violence was used the first time.  Not only were they now confused about how they escaped, but now the word had spread about an angel letting them out of prison and a larger crowd had formed.  They were afraid that if they treated the apostles the same way as they did the first time, that they would have been stoned by the people.
Verses 27 thru 32 (We Told You to Stop Preaching)‬‬‬‬‬
	Now the apostles are standing in court again and the Sanhedrin are frustrated that they are still preaching in Jesus name.  Not only are they preaching in Jesus name, but they are telling everyone that they killed the Messiah.  Were they not responsible for Jesus’ death?  It seems silly that they would argue this point, but somehow they did not want to admit that they were the ones who killed him.  Were they not the same people who brought him before Pilate and yelled “crucify him?”
	Peter and the apostles simply replied, “We must obey God rather than any human authority.”  Once again they clearly say that they are the same people who killed him by crucifixion.  They also tell them that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father and is the Savior of the world.  I can just see the faces of the Sanhedrin blood red and burning with anger.  This was the same thing they told them not to do and they did it again here in front of the court.  Was there no fear in these men of the authority of this court and the power that they had?
Verses 33 thru 39 (Gamaliel the Great Teacher)‬‬‬‬‬
	The Sanhedrin was ready to kill all of them when a very respected teacher of the law stood up and ordered the apostles to be taken out.  This Pharisee named Gamaliel was not only regarded as “a teacher” but was considered “The Teacher” of religious law.  This was also the same person who also mentored and trained Paul (Acts 22:3).  Gamaliel was wise enough to realize that killing the apostles was a bad idea and he tries to give an alternate answer to the court.  He reminds them that there have been other movements like this in the past and they soon faded away.  More importantly he warns them that if this is from God, then they will not be able to stop it and will actually be fighting against God.  I think Gamaliel was starting to see the light and I wonder if he eventually became a believer.
Verses 40 thru 42 (Rejoicing for their Suffering)‬‬‬‬‬
	The court accepted Gamaliel’s wise advise and had the disciples beaten/flogged.  This fulfilled a prophecy from Jesus when he told them in Matthew 10:17 “But beware! For you will be handed over to the courts and will be flogged with whips in the synagogues.”  They also “ordered” them never to speak again in the name of Jesus, but the apostles obviously ignored them.  They not only ignored them, but instead they were rejoicing for their suffering and continued to teach in the temple and in houses that Jesus is the Messiah!!!!!!  Would you have been rejoicing with blood and bruises on your back?
Read Chapter 6 before our next class.
