Romans Chapter 11 – Test Your Knowledge

1. God rejected Israel because they refuse to obey his commands.
A. True
B. False
2. What person did Paul quote from in verses 9 and 10?
A. Isaiah	
B. Moses
C. Micah
D. David
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Who was appointed as the apostle to the Gentiles?
A. Paul
B. Jesus
C. Peter
D. Habakkuk	

4. Who or what was grafted into the olive tree?
A. Jewish Unbelievers
B. The Gospel message
C. Gentile Believers
D. The prophets 

5. What person(s) did Paul quote from in verses 34 and 35
A. Isaiah
B. Job
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Both A and B
D. Neither


Bonus (20 Points): Where was Elisha at when God told him that there was 7000 people in Israel who had not bowed down to Baal? 
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)




Recap from the Last Class
Last week in chapter 10, Paul expresses his deep desire for Israel’s salvation, noting that although they pursued righteousness, they refused to submit to God’s way, a theme continuing from Romans 9:30–33. Christ is the fulfillment and goal of the Law, in whom both God and the Torah are vindicated. Salvation, as summarized in Romans 10:9–10, requires belief in Jesus’ bodily resurrection and the public confession that “Jesus is Lord.” The earliest Christian creed, which affirms Christ’s divine authority and demands wholehearted surrender across every area of life. The New Testament never separates accepting Jesus as Savior from embracing Him as Lord, and denying His resurrection places a person outside the Christian faith since it is the central event of salvation history.
Romans – Chapter 11 (NLT)
God’s Mercy on Israel
1 I ask, then, has God rejected his own people, the nation of Israel? Of course not! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham and a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
2 No, God has not rejected his own people, whom he chose from the very beginning. Do you realize what the Scriptures say about this? Elijah the prophet complained to God about the people of Israel and said, 3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.” 
4 And do you remember God’s reply? He said, “No, I have 7,000 others who have never bowed down to Baal!” 
5 It is the same today, for a few of the people of Israel have remained faithful because of God’s grace—his undeserved kindness in choosing them. 6 And since it is through God’s kindness, then it is not by their good works. For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it really is—free and undeserved.
7 So this is the situation: Most of the people of Israel have not found the favor of God they are looking for so earnestly. A few have—the ones God has chosen—but the hearts of the rest were hardened. 8 As the Scriptures say,
“God has put them into a deep sleep.
To this day he has shut their eyes so they do not see,
    and closed their ears so they do not hear.” 
9 Likewise, David said,
“Let their bountiful table become a snare,
    a trap that makes them think all is well.
Let their blessings cause them to stumble,
    and let them get what they deserve.
10 Let their eyes go blind so they cannot see,
    and let their backs be bent forever.” 
11 Did God’s people stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of course not! They were disobedient, so God made salvation available to the Gentiles. But he wanted his own people to become jealous and claim it for themselves. 12 Now if the Gentiles were enriched because the people of Israel turned down God’s offer of salvation, think how much greater a blessing the world will share when they finally accept it.
13 I am saying all this especially for you Gentiles. God has appointed me as the apostle to the Gentiles. I stress this, 14 for I want somehow to make the people of Israel jealous of what you Gentiles have, so I might save some of them. 15 For since their rejection meant that God offered salvation to the rest of the world, their acceptance will be even more wonderful. It will be life for those who were dead! 16 And since Abraham and the other patriarchs were holy, their descendants will also be holy—just as the entire batch of dough is holy because the portion given as an offering is holy. For if the roots of the tree are holy, the branches will be, too.
17 But some of these branches from Abraham’s tree—some of the people of Israel—have been broken off. And you Gentiles, who were branches from a wild olive tree, have been grafted in. So now you also receive the blessing God has promised Abraham and his children, sharing in the rich nourishment from the root of God’s special olive tree. 18 But you must not brag about being grafted in to replace the branches that were broken off. You are just a branch, not the root.
19 “Well,” you may say, “those branches were broken off to make room for me.” 20 Yes, but remember—those branches were broken off because they didn’t believe in Christ, and you are there because you do believe. So don’t think highly of yourself, but fear what could happen.21 For if God did not spare the original branches, he won’t spare you either.
22 Notice how God is both kind and severe. He is severe toward those who disobeyed, but kind to you if you continue to trust in his kindness. But if you stop trusting, you also will be cut off. 23 And if the people of Israel turn from their unbelief, they will be grafted in again, for God has the power to graft them back into the tree. 24 You, by nature, were a branch cut from a wild olive tree. So if God was willing to do something contrary to nature by grafting you into his cultivated tree, he will be far more eager to graft the original branches back into the tree where they belong.
God’s Mercy Is for Everyone
25 I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will not feel proud about yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard hearts, but this will last only until the full number of Gentiles comes to Christ. 26 And so all Israel will be saved. As the Scriptures say,
“The one who rescues will come from Jerusalem, 
    and he will turn Israel away from ungodliness.
27 And this is my covenant with them,
    that I will take away their sins.” 
28 Many of the people of Israel are now enemies of the Good News, and this benefits you Gentiles. Yet they are still the people he loves because he chose their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 29 For God’s gifts and his call can never be withdrawn. 30 Once, you Gentiles were rebels against God, but when the people of Israel rebelled against him, God was merciful to you instead. 31 Now they are the rebels, and God’s mercy has come to you so that they, too, will share in God’s mercy.32 For God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience so he could have mercy on everyone.
33 Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways!
34 For who can know the Lord’s thoughts?
    Who knows enough to give him advice? 
35 And who has given him so much
    that he needs to pay it back? 
36 For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory. All glory to him forever! Amen.
Verses 1 thru 5 (God Remains Faithful to Israel)‬‬‬‬‬
	In verse 1, Paul asks the question of whether God had rejected the nation of Israel.  It seems like a legitimate question because he has been talking about God accepting the Gentiles, but Paul emphatically says that God has not rejected Israel.  After all, Paul himself is a Jew, and he has obviously has not be rejected by God.  God did not reject his people, but rather His chosen people had rejected him.  But not everyone had rejected him.  After Elisha had a great victory on Mount Carmel, he ran from Jezabel and hid in a cave on the Mountain of God.  Elisha thought that he was the only one left in Israel who truly served God, but he is assured by God that there are 7000 more people in Israel who still faithfully serve Him.  Every time God chose to punish Israel for their sins, there was always a small remnant who remained faithful. This remnant continues to serve God today and through them God is keeping his promise.
Verses 6 thru 10 (The Stumbling Block)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul makes it clear in these verses that the only way this remnant survived is purely by God’s magnificent grace.  They were not saved do to their good works or deeds, but rather by grace.  Paul has made this point several times in the preceding chapters and this is one more example of how grace works.  Not only has God’s grace been extended to the Jews, but now it has also been extended to the Gentiles.
	Paul also quotes from Isaiah 29 and Psalm 69. These scriptures point out that Israel had been blessed by God and prospered, and in their prosperity, they became blind and deaf to God’s Word.  The blessing of God had become a stumbling block for the Israelites, and they turned away from God and He allowed them to make horrible choices.  Do you know of anyone who has been blessed and slowly wandered away from God?
 Verses 11 thru 15 (God’s Grace)‬‬‬‬‬
Again, Paul asks the rhetorical question of whether Israel has fallen to far to be redeemed.  He is actually not asking this question to the Jews, but rather to the Gentiles.  Because of Israel’s rejection of Christ, His saving grace was offered to the Gentiles.  After seeing that the Gentiles had received God’s blessing, it caused some of the Jews to become jealous.  This was a good kind of jealousy that God used to cause the Jews to repent and turn back and receive God’s saving grace for themselves.  Paul’s first goal was always to get the Jews to accept Jesus, and he wants the Gentiles to know that what they have been given is being used to help save the remnant of Israel.
Verses 16 and 17 (Grafted into God’s Olive Tree)‬‬‬‬‬
Paul now gives the Gentiles the example of God’s olive tree.  He says that the Jews being God’s chosen people are the roots of this olive tree that God planted.  The tree started with Israel and grew to this beautiful tree.  But some of the branches (unbelieving Jews) became dried out, unproductive and useless.  Because they were no longer beneficial to the rest of the tree, God pruned the tree and broke off these worthless branches.  In the place of these broken branches, God used other branches (Gentiles) from a wild olive tree, and he grafted them into his tree.  These new branches became part of God’s plan, and they thrived because of the holiness of the tree that started with the roots (Jews).
Verses 18 thru 24 (Be Careful not to Brag)‬‬‬‬‬
Now Paul gives the Gentiles a stern warning not to brag about the fact that they are part of God’s tree.  We should never boast about how great we are and what we have done.  Instead, we should always brag about who God is and what he has done for us.  So, do you understand the difference between those two statements?
Paul now gives them a reality check.  The Jews were and are God’s chosen people, yet if they turned away from Him, He would remove them from his blessing.  In the same way, if God was willing to remove His chosen people, then he would also remove the Gentiles who had been grafted in.  If the Gentiles abandon the Gospel message and no longer follow Christ, they would be broken off and separated from God’s holy people.  This is a clear example that your salvation is dependent on whether you continue to follow Christ.  If you are following after Christ, then there is no power on Heaven or Earth that can remove you from God’s love.  But if you choose to abandon Him and follow the wicked ways of this world, then you will be removed from God’s presence.  But just like the Jews who rejected Christ can be grafted back into the tree, there is also redemption available to the Gentile backslider. 
Verses 25 thru 27 (Fulfilling God’s Plan)‬‬‬‬‬
In verse 25, Paul makes a peculiar statement about Israel having hard hearts “only until the full number of Gentiles come to Christ.”  This is a foreshadowing of future events.  Although it is true that some Jews had accepted Christ, the Jews as a nation had rejected Him.  Because of that reason, God offered salvation to the Gentiles, but apparently this is only for a limited time.  At some point near the end of time when God’s plan is coming to an end, their will be a great awakening of the Jewish people (Zechariah 12:10) and they will turn to Christ.  Although Paul says that all Israel will be saved, that does not mean that every last Jew will be saved.  This means that the nation of Israel including its leaders will accept Christ at some point in the future.
Verses 28 thru 36 (God’s Wisdom)‬‬‬‬‬
This final section in chapter 11 is Paul’s way of explaining the great wisdom that God has displayed in dealing with both the Gentiles and the Jews.  Paul says that Israel had rebelled and become the enemy of God, so that He could offer the Good News to the Gentiles.  But he also tells the Gentiles that they were also once rebels too, so they should not feel any different than the Jews.  God’s wisdom and knowledge are far greater than ours and we will never be able to fully understand his decisions.  This is where we must learn to trust in Him, and know that His judgement is always better than ours.  In verse 34, Paul quotes from Isaiah (40:13) and then in verse 35 he quotes from Job (41:11).  These verses emphasis that our minds are not capable of understanding His great wisdom and we should not be trying to give God advise.  Have you ever tried to convince God of how He should do something?  Do you really think He needs our advice on how to handle a situation?  Tell God how to handle something and you will probably make Him laugh.
Instead of spending our time questioning Him or trying to convince Him of our plans, we should be thanking Him for His great wisdom.  Thank Him for watching over us in situations that we don’t even know about.  Thank Him for His mercy in dealing with a rebellious people.  Thank Him for sending His only begotten Son to die on the cross for our sins. “For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom be glory forever. Amen.”
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

