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John Chapter 10 – Test Your Knowledge
1. What does Jesus call people who don’t come into the sheepfold by entering through the gate?
A. Good sheep
B. Thief and a robber
C. Good shepherd
D. Lazy sheep
2. How do the sheep recognize their shepherd?
A. His face	
B. His staff
C. His voice
D. His smell
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]What does the thief do?
A. Deprive, murder and maim
B. Cheat, deceive and seduce
C. Mislead, betray and lie
D. Steal, kill and destroy

4. What feast or festival did Jesus go to in this chapter?
A. Dedication
B. Passover
C. Harvest
D. Shelters

5. Where did Jesus go near the end of this chapter?
A. Joppa
B. Jerusalem
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Jericho
D. Jordan

Bonus (20 Points): The festival or feast that Jesus attended in this chapter is still celebrated today by Jews and some Christian people.  What is that common name today for this festival that they still celebrate? 
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)
Recap from the Last Class
In John chapter 9, Jesus healed a man who had been blind from birth, explaining that his condition was not caused by his or his parents’ sin, but he was born blind to reveal God’s power. Jesus placed mud made with saliva on the man’s eyes and instructed him to wash in the Pool of Siloam, where his sight was restored, demonstrating that God may answer in unexpected ways. Although the man’s neighbors were amazed, the Pharisees focused on Jesus healing him on the Sabbath and repeatedly interrogated the man and his fearful parents. As the questioning intensified, the healed man grew increasingly bold, and he changed from describing Jesus as “a man,” to calling Him a prophet, defending Him as someone sent by God, and ultimately refusing to deny the truth that “I was blind, but now I see.” After the Pharisees expelled him from the synagogue, Jesus found him and revealed Himself as the Son of Man, prompting the man to declare, “I believe,” and worship Him. The chapter contrasts the man’s progression from physical blindness to spiritual sight with the Pharisees’ willful spiritual blindness, emphasizing that every life has purpose, and encountering Christ should produce courage, testimony, and belief.
John Chapter 10 (NLT)
The Good Shepherd and His Sheep
1 “I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through the gate, must surely be a thief and a robber! 2 But the one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and they follow him because they know his voice. 5 They won’t follow a stranger; they will run from him because they don’t know his voice.”
6 Those who heard Jesus use this illustration didn’t understand what he meant, 7 so he explained it to them: “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me were thieves and robbers. But the true sheep did not listen to them. 9 Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and will find good pastures. 10 The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. 12 A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock. 13 The hired hand runs away because he’s working only for the money and doesn’t really care about the sheep.
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd.
17 “The Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I may take it back again. 18 No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. For this is what my Father has commanded.”
19 When he said these things, the people were again divided in their opinions about him. 20 Some said, “He’s demon possessed and out of his mind. Why listen to a man like that?” 21 Others said, “This doesn’t sound like a man possessed by a demon! Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”
Jesus Claims to Be the Son of God
22 It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time of Hanukkah, the Festival of Dedication. 23 He was in the Temple, walking through the section known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The people surrounded him and asked, “How long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe me. The proof is the work I do in my Father’s name. 26 But you don’t believe me because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me, 29 for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.”
31 Once again the people picked up stones to kill him. 32 Jesus said, “At my Father’s direction I have done many good works. For which one are you going to stone me?”
33 They replied, “We’re stoning you not for any good work, but for blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be God.”
34 Jesus replied, “It is written in your own Scriptures that God said to certain leaders of the people, ‘I say, you are gods!’ 35 And you know that the Scriptures cannot be altered. So if those people who received God’s message were called ‘gods,’ 36 why do you call it blasphemy when I say, ‘I am the Son of God’? After all, the Father set me apart and sent me into the world. 37 Don’t believe me unless I carry out my Father’s work. 38 But if I do his work, believe in the evidence of the miraculous works I have done, even if you don’t believe me. Then you will know and understand that the Father is in me, and I am in the Father.”
39 Once again they tried to arrest him, but he got away and left them. 40 He went beyond the Jordan River near the place where John was first baptizing and stayed there awhile. 41 And many followed him. “John didn’t perform miraculous signs,” they remarked to one another, “but everything he said about this man has come true.” 42 And many who were there believed in Jesus.
Verses 1 thru 6 (The Shepherd and His Sheep)‬‬‬‬‬
	Verses 1 through 21 of chapter 10 may have been a continuation of the conversation with the Pharisees in chapter 9, or this conversation could have happened at a later time.  Some authors think that due to the statement about Jesus healing a blind man in verse 21, that this was part of the same conversation. Either way the content of the conversation remains the same.  
	In verse 1 and 2, Jesus uses a reference to a shepherd and sheep and everyone in the audience would have clearly understood His meaning.  Sheep herding was a major source of income during those days and sheep provided meat, wool and skin for clothing, milk, cheese and they were used as sacrifices in the Temple.  
	The leaders of Israel had often been looked at as shepherds, and one of their most famous kings, King David, was a shepherd before he became king.  The metaphor of shepherds as the leaders of Israel is mentioned in Samuel, Psalms, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah and Micah.  
Jesus uses this reference to the sheepfold to demonstrate His relationship to us.  He is the shepherd and we are the sheep.  During those days, sheep were often kept in pens, and several different flocks could be kept together in the same pen with one person guarding the gate.  This person’s responsibility was to make sure that none of the sheep got out and to make sure nothing else got in.  Jesus said that sometimes someone would try to sneak in and pretend to be the shepherd, but their only intent was to steal the sheep.
When the true shepherd returned, the gatekeeper would open the door and the shepherd would call his sheep, and they would come to him while the other sheep would remain in the pen.  This illustrated that the people know their true master’s voice and they would not or should not follow anyone else.  Even though this passage seems pretty straightforward, the people did not understand Jesus’ message about this false shepherd.
Verses 7 thru 10 (False Shepherds)‬‬‬‬‬
Jesus now says that He is the gate.  He is the one and only way for people to enter into Heaven and they must come through Him.  Many people had come before Jesus claiming to be the Messiah, but all of them were just tools of Satan and they were trying to lead people astray.  Those people who were following God’s word should have known that these were false prophets and true believers would only listen to the voice of God.
Jesus also clarifies that His purpose is to give them a “rich and satisfying life.”  Don’t be confused and think that when He said rich that he meant you will have a lot of money, but rather this rich life will be lived knowing that you are following God’s will.  There is a richness in knowing that you are doing the will of God that no money could ever buy.  Many people have more money than they know what to do with, but they are some of the most lonely and miserable people on earth.
Verses 11 thru 15 (The Good Shepherd)‬‬‬‬‬
Jesus now identifies Himself as the “Good Shepherd.”  Here again in this section, Jesus says that He will lay down His life for His sheep.  He is willing to sacrifice Himself so that you and I may have life.  Contrasting that to a false shepherd who will cut and run at the first sign of danger and allow his sheep to be destroyed by the things of this world.  King David said that he had defended his sheep from both the lion and the bear and killed both of them as a young boy.  David was willing to lay down his life to defend his sheep, and these are the actions of a true shepherd.  Again at the end of this section, Jesus again says that He will lay down His life for His followers.  
Verse 16 (Other Sheep)‬‬‬‬‬
Jesus makes a claim in this verse about “other sheep” that they probably did not understand, but He is now talking about the Gentiles.  They understood that when He was talking about “His sheep” that He was talking about God fearing Jews, but in verse 16, He says that He has “other sheep too,” and you and I are these other sheep.  Most of us are not native Israelites and therefore; we are part of the other sheep that He was speaking about in this verse.	
These other sheep would also hear the call of the Good Shepherd’s voice and come to Him as well.  Not only would these other sheep come to Him, but they would all become part of one flock.  Not a Gentile flock and a Jewish flock, but one flock of true believers who were all following the Good Shepherd.  When we get to Heaven, there won’t be a Church of God section or a Baptist section or even a Jewish section, instead we will all be known as children of God!
Verses 17 thru 21 (Power Over Life and Death)‬‬‬‬‬
Jesus makes it clear in this section that although He would sacrifice Himself for the people that He loved, that He would do it voluntarily.  No man could take His life from Him, but He willingly hung on the cross and died for the sins of the world.  Not just everyone else’s sins, but your sins and my sins.  
Jesus also told them in these scriptures that He also had the power to resurrect Himself from the grave.  Jesus specifically said that the Father had commanded Him to lay down His life and pick it up again and that is exactly what He did.
These statements divided the people again.  Some of them are convinced that he was demon possessed for saying such things, but other people refuted that idea because they could not believe that a man possessed by a demon could restore the site to a blind man.  They both could not be true at the same time, so this group of people believed that He was at least a prophet and some thought that He was the Messiah.
Verses 22 thru 24 (Are You the Messiah?)‬‬‬‬‬
There is a gap in time between verses 21 and 22 and it is now wintertime in the month of Kislev in the Hebrew lunar calendar.  There was a festival during those days known as the Festival of Dedication, but it is commonly known today as Hanukkah.  Hanukkah is the Hebrew word for dedication.  This festival was started around 148 BC when the Maccabees retook Jerusalem from the Gentiles and restored the second Temple that was built when the Jews returned from Babylon.  
When they had cleansed the Temple, they lit the Menorah candles to dedicate the Temple, but they only found one bottle of the sacred oil used for the candles and that was only enough to last one day.  It would take eight days to make more oil, and the candles should have burned out, but miraculously they burned for eight days until more oil could be made.  This festival celebrated that miracle and now the Jews lite one candle each day for eight days.
Jesus was in the Temple in the section known as Solomon’s Colonnade when the people surrounded Him and demanded that He tell them whether or not He was the Messiah.  They must not have been listening very well to His previous messages.
Verses 25 thru 30 (The Father and I are One)‬‬‬‬‬
Jesus had plainly told the woman at the well in John 4:25-26 that He was the Messiah, but these people obviously did not believe that story.  They wanted Him to say it again, but Jesus told them that the proof of whether He was the Messiah was in whether He did the work that His Father had sent Him to do.  Oddly enough, even John the Baptist still had his doubts about whether Jesus was the Messiah, and Jesus told his disciples the same thing in Luke 7:22.  Believe in the works that He did that proved He was the Messiah.
These people did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah and He tells them that they are not His sheep because they are not listening to His voice. Jesus tells them that His followers listen to Him and He will grant them eternal life.  No one will ever be able to take us away from Jesus and we are safely in His hands as long as we continue to follow Him.  He ends this section of scripture with another controversial statement when He tells them that “the Father and I are one.”  With this statement, He had once again said that He was equal with the Father, and this should have answered their question about whether He was the Messiah.
Verses 31 thru 33 (Stone Him)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus had just committed blasphemy in their eyes and now they pick up rocks to stone Him.  Jesus wants to know for which one of the good works that He has performed were they stoning Him for?  Here is another one of those places in scripture where the people clearly understood that He had claimed to be God, and they tell Him that they are going to stone Him for that same reason.  How could people read this and still think that Jesus never claimed to be God?  He was not claiming to be God the Father, but He did claim to be One with God. This is another place where we get our understanding of the Trinity.  Jesus was the same as the Father, and we know from other places where the same thing is said about the Holy Spirit.  They are three completely separate people, but all part of one God head.  They are three in one, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Verses 34 thru 39 (You are gods?)‬‬‬‬‬
	 This is a section of scripture that I have always struggled with, and I did not fully understand it until I studied for this lesson. Jesus is in the middle of a bunch of Pharisees who are about to stone Him, and He quotes their own scriptures to them from Psalms 82:6 when He says, “I say, you are gods.”  The fact that this word for “gods” had a little “g” meant that He was not saying that they were God.  To fully understand this section of scripture, you must go back and read all of Psalm 82.  Psalm 82 is talking about the rulers and judges of Israel.  God called them gods because of the power that they held over other people, but the rulers and judges that he is talking about are all corrupt.  Jesus is comparing these Pharisees that are about to stone Him with these same gods from Psalm 82.
	Jesus goes on in the rest of these verses to show them that He is the Son of God, and they should be able to see this by the miraculous works that He has done.  Once again Jesus tells them that “the Father is in me, and I am in the Father.”  Once again Jesus has claimed to be equal with the Father and they attempt to stone Him.  For the fourth time in the book of John, Jesus just slips away from them.
Verses 40 thru 42 (Many Believe)‬‬‬‬‬
	After this encounter, Jesus decided to go across the Jordan River to the area where John the Baptist had originally been baptizing people.  John the Baptist had moved near Aenon later in his ministry which was in the northern part of Israel.  This area across the Jordon was in the area of Herod Antipas, and this was outside of the area that the Pharisees controlled from Jerusalem.  This allowed Jesus to have a little more freedom and while He was there, He performed many miracles and many people believed in Him.  The people noted that John the Baptist did not perform any miracles, but every word of prophecy that he said about Jesus had been fulfilled. 
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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