Acts Chapter 8 – Test Your Knowledge

1. Which city below is not mentioned in this chapter as a place were Philip preached?
A. Capernaum
B. Caesarea
C. Samaria
D. Azotus
	
2. Who tried buy the power of the Holy Spirit in this chapter?
A. Simon
B. Simone
C. Sampson
D. Silas

3. Where was the eunuch from?
A. Gaza
B. Jerusalem
C. Egypt
D. Ethiopia

4. Which one of the prophets was the eunuch reading from when Philip met him?
A. Daniel
B. Isaiah
C. Jeremiah
D. Moses	

5. Why was the eunuch in Jerusalem?
A. Worship
B. Official Business
C. Wedding
D. Funeral

Bonus (20 Points): Only one person in the Bible is called by name as an evangelist. Who was it? ___________

Grade:_____ (20 Points for each correct answer)
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 9
	In 
Persecution Scatters the Believers
A great wave of persecution began that day, sweeping over the church in Jerusalem; and all the believers except the apostles were scattered through the regions of Judea and Samaria. 2 (Some devout men came and buried Stephen with great mourning.) 3 But Saul was going everywhere to destroy the church. He went from house to house, dragging out both men and women to throw them into prison.
Philip Preaches in Samaria
4 But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever they went. 5 Philip, for example, went to the city of Samaria and told the people there about the Messiah. 6 Crowds listened intently to Philip because they were eager to hear his message and see the miraculous signs he did. 7 Many evil spirits were cast out, screaming as they left their victims. And many who had been paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city.
9 A man named Simon had been a sorcerer there for many years, amazing the people of Samaria and claiming to be someone great.10 Everyone, from the least to the greatest, often spoke of him as “the Great One—the Power of God.” 11 They listened closely to him because for a long time he had astounded them with his magic.
12 But now the people believed Philip’s message of Good News concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. As a result, many men and women were baptized. 13 Then Simon himself believed and was baptized. He began following Philip wherever he went, and he was amazed by the signs and great miracles Philip performed.
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had accepted God’s message, they sent Peter and John there. 15 As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy Spirit. 16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit.
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the apostles laid their hands on people, he offered them money to buy this power.19 “Let me have this power, too,” he exclaimed, “so that when I lay my hands on people, they will receive the Holy Spirit!”
20 But Peter replied, “May your money be destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift can be bought! 21 You can have no part in this, for your heart is not right with God. 22 Repent of your wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive your evil thoughts, 23 for I can see that you are full of bitter jealousy and are held captive by sin.”
24 “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon exclaimed, “that these terrible things you’ve said won’t happen to me!”
25 After testifying and preaching the word of the Lord in Samaria, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem. And they stopped in many Samaritan villages along the way to preach the Good News.
Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch
26 As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.”
30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31 The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him.
32 The passage of Scripture he had been reading was this:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter.
    And as a lamb is silent before the shearers,
    he did not open his mouth.
33 He was humiliated and received no justice.
    Who can speak of his descendants?
    For his life was taken from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?” 35 So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News about Jesus.
36 As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?” 38 He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther north at the town of Azotus. He preached the Good News there and in every town along the way until he came to Caesarea.

Verses 1 thru 3 (The Wrath of Saul)‬‬‬‬‬
	The first part of verse one in this chapter almost seems misplaced, but Luke wants to clarify that Saul was not only present at the stoning of Stephen, but that he completely agreed with what had happened.  Not only did he agree with it, but this seems to have kickstarted Saul’s campaign of his persecution of the early church.  Saul’s persecution went as far as him entering the homes of the believers and dragging out both men and women and putting them in jail for their faith in Jesus.  This persecution caused most of the church (except the apostles) to flee from Jerusalem. By scattering the church, it actually started what Jesus had commanded the church to do in Acts 1:8 where Jesus told them to preach the gospel in Judea, Jerusalem, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.
	We are also told that some devout men came and buried Stephen.  These devout men were probably not Christians but were likely Jews. “Devout men” was used in other places in the Bible to describe Jewish believers who were earnestly seeking God.  It was also against the law for people to publicly lament over the death of a criminal, but that did not stop these godly men from morning for Stephen.
Verses 4 thru 8 (Philip Preaches in Samaria)‬‬‬‬‬
	Philip travels to the city of Samaria which had been the capitol of the northern tribe of Israel when the nation was split in two.  This city had become the center of idol worship during those ancient times and they had even made a golden calf that they worshiped in this city.  The northern kingdom of Israel had been conquered by the Assyrians in 722 BC. The Assyrians had intentionally settled their own people in Samaria and exiled part of the people to other places. The region is now a place of mixed-race people and was abhorred by the Jewish people.  Jesus had visited the town of Synchar in southern Samaria and had preached the gospel and many had believed in him as the Messiah.  
	As Philip preaches to the Samaritans, and they quickly accepted the gospel message.  We are told that Philip also healed many people and was casting out evil spirits during his ministry.  These signs and wonders showed the power of the Holy Spirit, and the Samaritan people had great joy in receiving this message and turning to faith in Christ.
Verses 9 thru 13 (Simon the Sorcerer)‬‬‬‬‬
	Simon was a magician in that town, and he had earned his living by deceiving the people.  He was apparently very good at his job and the people had elevated him to the point of being a demigod.  But when Philip, full of the Holy Spirit, started healing people and casting out evil spirits, Simon quickly lost his influence.  Simon himself was amazed by the miracles, and he also believed in Jesus and was baptized with many of the other new believers.  
When people who have not been raised in the church and do not fully understand the gospel get saved, it is common for them to have questions and require careful mentoring by mature Christians.  Sometimes these new believers still have bad habits that they have to overcome, and they may still sin.  Being saved does not make us perfect, but it does give us an advocate with the Father (1 John 2:1).  We will always be tempted by sin while in this world and we must continually crucify our flesh.  The Bible is complex, and we must each continue to study the scriptures to try and get closer to God and live according to His Word.  
Verses 14 thru 17 (Samaritans Receive the Holy Spirit)‬‬‬‬‬
	The apostles soon learned about the success that Philip had in Samaria and Peter and John traveled there to meet these new believers.  Peter and John realized that although these new believers had been saved that they had not yet received the Holy Spirit.  Peter and John prayed that they would receive the Holy Spirit and when they had laid their hands on them, they were filled with the Holy Spirit.  
Verses 18 thru 24 (Not for Sale)‬‬‬‬‬
Simon had made his living amazing people with his tricks and when he saw the power that the apostles had, he tried to buy it from them.  This showed Simon’s misunderstanding of the power of the Holy Spirit and also exposed his greedy nature.  The Holy Spirit is free to anyone who believes in Christ and cannot be purchased with any amount of money.  
It is important to note that although Philip had accepted Simon as a believer and baptized him, Simon’s motives were not pure or at the very least he had a poor understanding of his faith.  Peter and John quickly condemned this action by Simon and told him to pray for forgiveness.  Simon doesn’t ask for forgiveness and instead he asks the apostles to pray for him.  Why would he ask someone else to pray for him?
Verses 25 thru 27 (Sent by an Angel)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter and John had back to Jerusalem, but they stoped in several towns along the way to preach the gospel.  Philip was still preaching in Samaria when he was visited by an angel and told to go down to a desert road between Jerusalem and Gaza.  Philip had a thriving ministry in Samaria, so why would this angel tell him to leave and go to a desolate place?  What would you do?  Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths.”  We don’t know what God has planned for us and we never will if we refuse to do what he says.
	Philip finds an Ethiopian man riding in a chariot and reading the scriptures.  Ethiopia during this time was much larger than it is today, and this was the same region where the queen of Sheba had come from to visit King Solomon.  This eunuch was a man of great influence, and he was the treasurer of the queen of Ethiopia. 
Verses 28 thru 35 (Seizing the Opportunity)‬‬‬‬‬
The eunuch was coming from Jerusalem where he had gone to worship.  He was an Ethiopian who had converted to Judaism, and he was truly seeking God.  As with most new believers, he was reading from the scriptures (Isaiah 53:7-8) and he was confused.  Philip realizes that this is why he was sent on this mission and seizes the opportunity to witness to the eunuch.  What better way to witness to someone than to have a Bible study, especially starting at these scriptures about the Messiah.  Philip starts with the passage from Isaiah and explains the rest of the story all the way to Jesus.  
Verses 36 thru 38 (Baptizing the Ethiopian)‬‬‬‬‬
	The eunuch is an instant believer and now another miracle happens.  This was a desert road in a dry and parched land, but now at exactly the right time they happened to be passing an oasis in the desert.  The eunuch is overjoyed at the sight and asks Philip to baptize him.  Philip asks him if he truly believes in the gospel message and the eunuch replies, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”  God has a plan and it is perfect every time.  We just need to be willing to listen and obey when we are called.  
Verses 39 and 40 (God’s Transportation Service)‬‬‬‬‬
	As Philip is completing the baptism, God sees that he has completed this mission and snatches him away from the eunuch and miraculously transports him to the city of Azotos (Ashdod) for his next mission.  The eunuch rejoices in his new found faith and carries the gospel message on to Ethiopia.
	Philip continues to preach the gospel all the way to Caesarea where he stays for may years.  Philip is the only person in the Bible that was ever called an evangelist by name in Acts 21:8, and Paul later stays at Philips house in Caesarea.  Are you an evangelist? 
Read Chapter 9 before our next class.
