    Acts Chapter 25 – Test Your Knowledge
1. Who is the Governor of Caesarea in this chapter?
A. Felix
B. Festus
C. Agrippa
D. Ananias 

2. Where did the Jewish leaders want Paul to stand trial?
A. Caesarea 
B. Tarsus
C. Jerusalem
D. Rome

3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041][bookmark: _Hlk208256085]After the Governor left Jerusalem, how long was it before he had Paul’s trial? 
A. 3 days
B. 8-10 days
C. 3 months
D. 2 years

4. What King came to hear Paul’s defense in this chapter?
A.  Herod Agrippa II
B.  Herod Agrippa I
C.  Herod the Great
D.  Herod Antipas

5. Who did Paul demand to hear his case?
A. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Ananias
B. Herod Agrippa II
C. Caesar
D. Festus

Bonus (20 Points): What female came with Herod to the trial? Who was she? _________
 
Grade: _____    (20 Points for each correct answer)



	In chapter 24, Paul was brought before Governor Felix to stand trial in Caesarea.  The Jews hired a lawyer named Tertullus to bring the case before Felix and along with the High Priest and Elders they accused Paul of being a trouble maker, starting riots and defiling the Temple.  Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit and testified before Felix that all of the charges were false and that they had no evidence for these charges.  Felix new that Paul was innocent, but he did not want to anger the Jews by letting him go free.  Instead, he decided to keep Paul under house arrest in Herod’s Palace for the next two years.  During that time, Paul also had the chance to witness to Felix and his wife Drusilla but Felix never decided to let Paul go. After two years had passed, Felix was replaced as Governor by Festus and Paul’s trial would now start all over again.
Acts 25 (NLT) 
Paul Appears before Festus
1 Three days after Festus arrived in Caesarea to take over his new responsibilities, he left for Jerusalem, 2 where the leading priests and other Jewish leaders met with him and made their accusations against Paul. 3 They asked Festus as a favor to transfer Paul to Jerusalem (planning to ambush and kill him on the way). 4 But Festus replied that Paul was at Caesarea and he himself would be returning there soon. 5 So he said, “Those of you in authority can return with me. If Paul has done anything wrong, you can make your accusations.”
6 About eight or ten days later Festus returned to Caesarea, and on the following day he took his seat in court and ordered that Paul be brought in. 7 When Paul arrived, the Jewish leaders from Jerusalem gathered around and made many serious accusations they couldn’t prove.
8 Paul denied the charges. “I am not guilty of any crime against the Jewish laws or the Temple or the Roman government,” he said.
9 Then Festus, wanting to please the Jews, asked him, “Are you willing to go to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there?”
10 But Paul replied, “No! This is the official Roman court, so I ought to be tried right here. You know very well I am not guilty of harming the Jews. 11 If I have done something worthy of death, I don’t refuse to die. But if I am innocent, no one has a right to turn me over to these men to kill me. I appeal to Caesar!”
12 Festus conferred with his advisers and then replied, “Very well! You have appealed to Caesar, and to Caesar you will go!”
13 A few days later King Agrippa arrived with his sister, Bernice, to pay their respects to Festus. 14 During their stay of several days, Festus discussed Paul’s case with the king. “There is a prisoner here,” he told him, “whose case was left for me by Felix. 15 When I was in Jerusalem, the leading priests and Jewish elders pressed charges against him and asked me to condemn him. 16 I pointed out to them that Roman law does not convict people without a trial. They must be given an opportunity to confront their accusers and defend themselves.
17 “When his accusers came here for the trial, I didn’t delay. I called the case the very next day and ordered Paul brought in. 18 But the accusations made against him weren’t any of the crimes I expected. 19 Instead, it was something about their religion and a dead man named Jesus, who Paul insists is alive. 20 I was at a loss to know how to investigate these things, so I asked him whether he would be willing to stand trial on these charges in Jerusalem. 21 But Paul appealed to have his case decided by the emperor. So I ordered that he be held in custody until I could arrange to send him to Caesar.”
22 “I’d like to hear the man myself,” Agrippa said.
And Festus replied, “You will—tomorrow!”
Paul Speaks to Agrippa
23 So the next day Agrippa and Bernice arrived at the auditorium with great pomp, accompanied by military officers and prominent men of the city. Festus ordered that Paul be brought in. 24 Then Festus said, “King Agrippa and all who are here, this is the man whose death is demanded by all the Jews, both here and in Jerusalem. 25 But in my opinion he has done nothing deserving death. However, since he appealed his case to the emperor, I have decided to send him to Rome.
26 “But what shall I write the emperor? For there is no clear charge against him. So I have brought him before all of you, and especially you, King Agrippa, so that after we examine him, I might have something to write. 27 For it makes no sense to send a prisoner to the emperor without specifying the charges against him!”
 Versus 1 thru 3 (Another Assassination Attempt)
	Porcius Festus became the Governor of Judea around 60 A.D. replacing Antonius Felix. Felix had been a corrupt and cruel Governor, but Festus was a much better man and was known as a fair Governor.  Festus was known for eliminating bandits who were robing and killing people during those days and that made him popular with everyone.  He would die only a few years later of natural causes in 62 A.D. 
	Three days after he becomes Governor, he decides to travel to Jerusalem to meet with the Jewish leaders.  Keeping peace with the Jews and preventing rebellion was a major issue for Governors during those days and this meeting was an attempt to keep the peace.  Although it has been two years since Paul had his first trial, the Jews have not forgotten about him, and it is at the top of their priority list.  The Jewish leaders ask to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem to stand trial, but their real motive was to ambush him on the way and kill him.  
Versus 4 thru 7 (Request Denied)
We don’t know if Felix told Festus about the plot to assassinate Paul back in chapter 23, but Festus denies their request.  Do you remember the 40 men who said they would not eat until Paul was dead?  It was probably this same group of men who were still willing to ambush Paul as he traveled back to Jerusalem.
Festus tells them that he plans to go back to Caesarea soon, and if they still have accusations against Paul, he will hear their case.  About 10 days later, Festus arrives back in Caesarea, and the Jews repeated the same lies that they had told about him in the first trial.  Apparently, they did not learn their lesson the first time, and once again they do not have any proof of the accusations that they bring against Paul.
Versus 8 thru 12 (Appeal to Caesar)
When Paul is given the chance to present his defense, he denies all the charges and points out that they have no witnesses or evidence of the crimes that they claim that he has committed.  Festus knows at this point that Paul is innocent, but he does not want to anger the Jews by setting him free.  Much like Pontus Pilot did with Jesus, Festus tries to avoid making a decision and asks Paul if he is willing to go back to Jerusalem to stand trial there. 
Paul knows that if he goes back to Jerusalem that he will either be killed by assassins or convicted in a kangaroo court.  Paul is not afraid to die, but he will not allow himself to be turned over to these Jews.  Paul has a mission, and he knows that he must continue to witness to kings and emperors.  Much like a court today, a defendant had the right to appeal to a higher court to rehear the case. Today we would go to an appeals court and ultimately you could appeal all the way to the Supreme Court of the United States.  Back then the only appeal that Paul had was to go straight to the emperor himself.  In a bold move Paul demands that he would appeal his case to Caesar.  Festus is surprised by this demand from Paul, and he has to confer with his advisors to determine his next move.  After talking with his advisors, Festus tells Paul that he will send him to Caesar to hear his trial.  
Verse 13 (King Agrippa II and Bernice)
A few days later, King Agrippa II and his sister Bernice came to visit the new Governor.  King Agrippa II was only 17 years old when his father King Agrippa I died and at that time he was living in Rome.  After his father died, Emperor Claudius made him a ruler in Syria and then he was given the territory that his brother Philip had ruled over and granted him the title of king.  Later on, Nero also gave him more control over the land of Galilee. 
Bernice was the daughter of King Agrippa I and the brother of King Agrippa II.  Bernice was originally married to Marcus Julius Alexander, but after his death she married her uncle Herod of Chalcis.  After her uncle died, Bernice moved in with her brother King Agrippa II, and it was noted by two different Jewish writers (Josephus Ant. 20.145–146 and Juvenal, Saturae 6.155–158) that the relationship was incestuous. Even though she was not married to King Agrippa II, she was called a queen.
King Agrippa II was very familiar with Jewish laws and Christianity.  His great grandfather Herod the Great is the one who tried to kill Jesus as a child and killed all of the male children under 2 years of age in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16).  Herod Antipas was the great uncle of King Agrippa II and he is the one who beheaded John the Baptist (Mark 6:27) and he also was part of the trial of Jesus (Luke 23:7).  Herod Agrippa I was the father of King Agrippa II and he is the one who had James beheaded and put Peter in jail (Acts 12:1-3).  
Versus 14 thru 22 (Festus tells King Agrippa II About Paul)
A few days after the King had arrived, Festus tells him about an unusual case involving the Jewish laws.  Festus knows that the king is very familiar with the Jewish laws, and he is hoping that he can help him make sense of Paul’s case.  The only thing that Festus seems to understand is that the accusations have something to do with a dead man named Jesus who Paul claims is alive.
Festus seems desperate for King Agrippa II to help him understand the case.  He needed to be able to write a letter to the emperor explaining the case and why Paul appealed to him.  King Agrippa II seems intrigued by the case, and he tells Festus that he would like to hear what Paul has to say.  Nothing could have made Festus happier, and he tells him that he will bring Paul out tomorrow and allow the king to question him. 
Versus 23 thru 27 (Festus asks Agrippa for Help)
When the king and queen arrive the next day, they bring their entourage with them including military leaders and other high-ranking officials.  It seems as though this was a great event and may have even been considered entertainment to those in the audience who would hear the trial. 
Festus begins by introducing Paul as the man that everyone wants to see killed, both in Caesarea and in Jerusalem.  Then Festus makes an odd announcement that he himself does not consider Paul guilty. If he did not think that Paul was guilty, then why didn’t he let him go?  
Festus explains that Paul has appealed to the emperor, so he must send him on to Rome with a letter.  He tells the crowd that he has specifically brought him before the King, so that he may help him write the letter to the emperor specifying the charges against Paul. 
	Next week we will hear Paul’s defense and his opportunity to witness to this king and the other people in attendance.
Read Chapter 26 before our next class.

