John Chapter 4 – Part 2 – Test Your Knowledge

1. Who planted the “seed of faith” in the Samaritan village of Sychar?
A. John the Baptist
B. Jesus’ disciples
C. The samaritan woman
D. The Roman soldier
2. At the same moment when the government official got back home, his son was instantly healed.
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]How long did Jesus and His disciples stay in the Samaritan village?
A. 2 days
B. 2 weeks
C. 2 Months
D. We don’t know	

4. What town did Jesus travel through in this chapter where he had previously performed a miracle?
A. Capernaum
B. Sychar
C. Jerusalem
D. Cana

5. Who believed in Jesus when the little boy was healed in this chapter?
A. Jesus’ brothers
B. The local leaders
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]The boy’s father and his entire household
D. The woman at the well


Bonus (20 Points): Jesus says in verse 44 that, “a prophet was not honored in his hometown.” Do we have any evidence that Jesus was not honored in his hometown?  Give scriptural reference. ______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)


Recap from the Last Class
In the first part of John chapter 4, Jesus left Judea when tension arose over the growing number of baptisms performed by His disciples. While traveling to Galilee, Jesus chose the direct route through Samaria, a path most Jews avoided, because He had a divine appointment waiting in the town of Sychar. Weary from the journey, He rested at Jacob’s well while His disciples went for food.  There He met a Samaritan woman who came alone at midday, bearing the shame of her past. When Jesus asked her for a drink, their simple conversation quickly turned spiritual as He offered her “living water” that would satisfy her deepest thirst and grant eternal life, though she did not yet understand. As He gently revealed His knowledge of her broken relationships, her attitude shifted from sarcasm to genuine curiosity, realizing He was no ordinary man. When she asked about the proper place of worship, Jesus explained that true worship is not about a location but about worshiping God in spirit and in truth. Finally, when she mentioned the coming Messiah, Jesus declared plainly, “I AM the Messiah,” forever changing her life as she stood face‑to‑face with the One who knew her completely and loved her still.

John – Chapter 4 (NLT)
27 Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve to ask, “What do you want with her?” or “Why are you talking to her?” 28 The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the village, telling everyone, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be the Messiah?” 30 So the people came streaming from the village to see him.
31 Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, “Rabbi, eat something.”
32 But Jesus replied, “I have a kind of food you know nothing about.”
33 “Did someone bring him food while we were gone?” the disciples asked each other.
34 Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work. 35 You know the saying, ‘Four months between planting and harvest.’ But I say, wake up and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest. 36 The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester alike! 37 You know the saying, ‘One plants and another harvests.’ And it’s true. 38 I sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant; others had already done the work, and now you will get to gather the harvest.”
Many Samaritans Believe
39 Many Samaritans from the village believed in Jesus because the woman had said, “He told me everything I ever did!” 40 When they came out to see him, they begged him to stay in their village. So he stayed for two days, 41 long enough for many more to hear his message and believe. 42 Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not just because of what you told us, but because we have heard him ourselves. Now we know that he is indeed the Savior of the world.”
Jesus Heals an Official’s Son
43 At the end of the two days, Jesus went on to Galilee. 44 He himself had said that a prophet is not honored in his own hometown. 45 Yet the Galileans welcomed him, for they had been in Jerusalem at the Passover celebration and had seen everything he did there.
46 As he traveled through Galilee, he came to Cana, where he had turned the water into wine. There was a government official in nearby Capernaum whose son was very sick. 47 When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and begged Jesus to come to Capernaum to heal his son, who was about to die.
48 Jesus asked, “Will you never believe in me unless you see miraculous signs and wonders?”
49 The official pleaded, “Lord, please come now before my little boy dies.”
50 Then Jesus told him, “Go back home. Your son will live!” And the man believed what Jesus said and started home.
51 While the man was on his way, some of his servants met him with the news that his son was alive and well. 52 He asked them when the boy had begun to get better, and they replied, “Yesterday afternoon at one o’clock his fever suddenly disappeared!” 53 Then the father realized that that was the very time Jesus had told him, “Your son will live.” And he and his entire household believed in Jesus. 54 This was the second miraculous sign Jesus did in Galilee after coming from Judea.
Verses 27 and 28 (Cultural and Gender Barriers)‬‬‬‬‬
	When the disciples returned from town, they are shocked to find Jesus talking to this Samaritan woman.  During that time, women were not allowed to be alone with any man unless it was their father, brother or husband.  So, Jesus was breaking a gender barrier by talking to this woman.  We have already discussed how He was also breaking a cultural barrier by even going through Samaria, and now He is talking to a Samaritan which was breaking cultural barriers as well.  Although the disciples were having a hard time accepting that Jesus had broken these barriers, they never questioned why he had done it.  The disciples had been with Jesus long enough to know that these things were not barriers to Him, and if He was breaking some Jewish custom then there was a good reason for it.  Do we still have some of these same barriers today that prevent us from sharing the Gospel?
Verses 29 and 30 (Sharing Her Testimony)‬‬‬‬‬
	As the disciple approach Jesus, the Samaritan woman quickly ran back to the village and left her water jar at the well.  Jesus had just told her that He was the Messiah, and she could not wait to share this “Good News” with the other people in the village.  Keep in mind that she was the town floozy that everyone talked about, and no one wanted to associate with her.  She was an outcast that likely stayed away from crowds for fear of being publicly shamed, but now she is so emboldened that she was running to tell anyone who would listen to her.  She was sharing her testimony of how she had met the Messiah, and she was trying to get others to go and meet Jesus.
	One of the most powerful witnessing tools that you will ever have, is just to share your own salvation story with others.  We should also be running after the lost and trying to share this same “Good News” with anyone who will listen.  Don’t try to sugar coat your previous life.  Be willing to share your failures and faults and then tell them how you found forgiveness and a new life.  Many people associate Christians as “goody-to-shoes” that have led some perfect life.  They need to know that we used to be just like them before we found Jesus. We were once lost and in need of a Savior.  
Verses 31 thru 34 (Spiritual Nourishment)‬‬‬‬‬
	The disciples begin to show Jesus the food that they had bought in the town, and tried to get Him to eat something.  Jesus was tired and weary from the journey when they had left Him at the well, but now He refuses to eat.  He tells the disciples that He has food to eat that they know nothing about.  Again, the disciples are confused and are wondering who brought Him something to eat.  Jesus was not speaking about physical food, but rather He had received spiritual nourishment after sharing God’s message with this lost woman.  Jesus still needed to eat and drink physical food to support His humanly body, but Jesus has been satisfied by doing the will of His Father in Heaven.  Nothing is better than leading someone in a sinner’s prayer and seeing a heart that has been truly changed.  
Verses 35 thru 38 (Ripe for the Harvest)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus uses a proverb when He says, “there are four months from planting to harvest.”  This proverb was used to describe a process of waiting for the fields to ripen and there was no way to rush it.  They thought there was no need to do anything today, we can just wait around and eventually the harvest time will come.  Jesus wanted the disciples (and us) to know that it is not that way with winning lost souls.  Jesus says that they had not planted these seeds of faith, but yet the people were ready to receive God’s saving grace.  In Jesus’ point of view, the fields are always ripe, and we should always be looking for people who need salvation.  Don’t wait until a “good time” to witness or it may never come.  What if you put off witnessing to a coworker today, and they died of a heart attack later that same day?  There is no time better than right now to witness to someone.  Never miss an opportunity to witness to someone and be willing to do whatever the Holy Spirit tells you to do.  You may be the one planting the seed, the one to give it a little water or the one who gets to harvest.  All are needed and all are equally important.
Verses 39 thru 42 (Many Believe)‬‬‬‬‬
	John does not give us any details about the time between when the disciples offered Jesus food, and the arrival of the people from the town.  Since they had not asked any questions about the woman at the well, I wonder if Jesus just told them about the fields being white unto the harvest, and then just a few minutes later the people from the town begin to show up at the well.  This is just my own thinking, but I can see the disciples still wondering what Jesus had been talking about and then literally seeing a field full of people walking towards them.
	The Samaritan people listen to Jesus speak and “many” people believed.  They were so excited that they had found the Messiah, that they completely forgot that He and the rest of the disciples were Jews.  They “begged” Him to stay with them and feed them more of this “Good News.”  
	Some people read verse 42 and think that the Samaritan woman did not witness well enough to the people, and they only believed “after” they heard Jesus speak.  This is not true.  The people said that they believed “not just because of what you told us, but because we have heard Him ourselves.”  The people had already believed in Jesus, but hearing the words of Jesus had deepened their faith.  The same is still true today.  Sinners can get saved at an alter or in a Walmart parking lot, but afterwords they need to hear Jesus’ own words to deepen their faith.  They can still hear Jesus’ words today by reading the Bible and hearing His message through preaching and teaching.
Verses 43 thru 45 (The Hardest People to Witness too)‬‬‬‬‬
	These verses speak to the fact that the people who are the hardest to witness too, are the people who are closest to you.  Especially your own family.  Jesus was on His way to the region of Galilee where He had grown up.  He says that a “prophet hath no honour in his own country.”  We are told in Mark 3:21 and in John 7:5 that even Jesus’ own brothers did not believe in Him, so we should not be surprised when our family will not listen to us either.  This is why it is so important for you to witness to other people’s family that cannot be witnessed to by their own relatives.  Does anyone have family members who need someone to witness to them? 
	Luke 4:16-30 tells a similar story of Jesus returning to His hometown of Nazareth.  While He was there on the Sabbath, He taught in the synagogue, but instead of bowing down and worshiping Him, they drove Him out of the city and were going to throw Him off of a cliff, but Jesus escaped through them.  
Verses 46 and 47 (The Faith of a Gentile Believer)‬‬‬‬‬
	As Jesus and His disciples are traveling through Cana where He had performed His first miracle by turning water into wine (John 2:1-12), a government official who was likely a gentile and not a Jew, came to Jesus.  This man begged Jesus to heal his son who was about to die.  The man’s son is in Capernaum which was about 30 miles away from Cana and he wants Jesus to go back with him to Capernaum.  This father was desperate and he had faith that Jesus could heal his son.  
Verses 48 thru 54 (Miraculous Healing and a New Family in Christ)‬‬‬‬‬
	In verse 48 Jesus says, “Will you never believe in me unless you see miraculous signs and wonders?”  You might be tempted to think that Jesus was talking to the government official, but He is not talking to him when He said these words.  There were likely people following Him around just waiting to be amazed by the miracles that He performed.  These people did not believe in Jesus as the Messiah, but rather they were just there to watch the show.  We still have people like this today in church and we must be vigilant and watch out for them.  These people will often disrupt the service and will try to teach false doctrine to those people who are not deeply founded in their faith.
	The father clearly understands that Jesus is not addressing him with these words and he continues to plead with Jesus to come with him quickly before his little boy dies. Jesus now addresses this government official and tells him to go back home and his son will be healed.  Although the man had been begging him to come back to Capernaum, he does not question Jesus, and the Bible says the “he believed” and started his journey back to his home.  Unlike the other false believers who were listening, he did not need to see the miracle to believe, he had faith that his son was already healed.  Jesus did not need to physically touch the boy or say some special prayer.  Jesus healed the boy from far away and He can heal us the same way today.
	As the man was on his way back home, some of his servants had come to tell him that his son had already recovered from his illness.  The man is not surprised to hear this news, but rather he asked when the child was healed.  The servants tell him that the boy was healed at 1:00 the previous afternoon and the government official remembers that was the exact same time as Jesus had told him that his son would live.  This confirmation of Jesus’ miraculous healing spurred this man’s faith even farther and he goes home and shares his story with the rest of the people in his house.  As a result of this father’s faith and testimony, everyone in his household was saved.  This is a reminder that fathers have a special place as leaders of the home, and it is up to them to share the Word of God with the rest of the people in our homes. Was/is your father a spiritual leader in your home?  Did it make a difference in your life? 
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

