Romans Chapter 8 Part 2 – Test Your Knowledge
Verses 20 - 39
1. Creation looks forward to a day it will join God’s children in glorious freedom?
A. True
B. False

2. As believers, we long for our bodies to be released from ______________ .
A. Gravity
B. Sin and suffering
C. Joy
D. Doing what we want
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]If God is with us who can ___________________________?
A. Ever please us
B. Satisfy us
C. Lie about us
D. Ever be against us

4. What can separate you from God’s love ______________ .
A. Nothing
B. The devil
C. Missing church
D. Demons

5. Who/What is the love of God revealed in?
A. Sinners
B. The Apostles
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Jesus
D. Death

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Bonus (20 Points): How does the Holy Spirit pray for us? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)







Recap from the Last Class
Paul in Rom 8:1 assures us that there is no longer any condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  Hallelujah!!  But we have to be in Christ Jesus – not a slave to sin – not in love with sin.  Those who remain or return to the control of the flesh/sinful nature remain slaves to sin and are partners with satan.  So, we are either controlled by the Holy Spirit or by our flesh which makes the devil our lord.  We can only be children of God by allowing ourselves to be submitted to and controlled by the Holy Spirit.  We have eternal life with Christ through the Holy Spirit or we die in our sins and are eternally cast into hell and the lake of fire.  

Romans – Chapter 8:20-39 (NLT)
20 Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, 21 the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay. 22 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children,[j] including the new bodies he has promised us. 24 We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope[k] for it. 25 But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.)
26 And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers[l] in harmony with God’s own will. 28 And we know that God causes everything to work together[m] for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 29 For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn[n] among many brothers and sisters. 30 And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave them right standing with himself. And having given them right standing, he gave them his glory.
Nothing Can Separate Us from God’s Love
31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else? 33 Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself. 34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us.
35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”[o]) 37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.
38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[p] neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
COMMENTARY
Romans 8:20-27  v22:  the whole creation has been groaning – in vv22-27 Paul speaks of a threefold groaning:  1) of creation v22;  2) of believers v23; and 3) of the Holy Spirit v26.  
V22 of the creation - The “creation” has been subjected to suffering and physical catastrophes because of human sin (v20).  Thus, God has purposed that nature itself will be redeemed and re-created.  There will be a new heaven and a new earth, a restoration of all things according to God’s Will when God’s faithful children receive their inheritance (v14, 23)  
V23 – we ourselves…groan – Although believers possess the Spirit and His blessings, they still groan inwardly, desiring their full redemption.  This groaning is for two reasons: 1) Believers, living in a sinful world that grieves them, still experience imperfection, pain and sorrow,  The groaning expresses the deep sorrow felt at the circumstances (2 Cor 5:2-4).  2) They groan in travail for the birthing of God’s life and kingdom in fullness in the world and for complete redemption that will occur at Christ’s second coming.  They groan for the glory to be revealed and for the privileges of their full rights as children (2 Cor 5:4)
V26 – The Spirit Himself intercedes for us – Concerning the Holy Spirit’s activity in helping the believer in prayer, three observations are important:  1) The child of God has two divine intercessors.  Christ intercedes for the believer in heaven (v34) (1 John 2:1; Heb 7:25) and the Holy Spirit intercedes within the believer on earth.  2) “With groans” points to the Spirit’s intercession and travail within the believer and uttered by the believer.  3) Our spiritual desires and yearnings as believers find their source in the Holy Spirit, who dwells within us, longing for the day of our final redemption (v23-25).  He appeals to the Father on behalf of our needs “in accordance with God’s Will” (v27).  
Vv 28-39  More Than Conquerors – The Hope of Glory is guaranteed by God’s Righteousness
V28 in all things God works for the good. – This passage greatly encourages God’s children when we must endure suffering in this life.  1) God will bring good out of all affliction, trials, persecution and suffering; the good that God works is conforming us to the image of Christ (Rom 12:1-2) and ultimately bringing about our glorification. V 29. 2) The promise is limited to those who love God and have submitted to Him through faith in Christ (Ex 20:6; Deut 7:9; Ps 37:17; Isa 56:4-7; 1 Cor 2:9).  3) The “all things” do not include our sins and negligence (v6, 13; Rom 6:16, 21, 23; Gal 6:8); no one can excuse sin by maintaining that God will work it out for the good.  
V29 those God foreknew. – “Foreknew” in this verse is equivalent to “foreloved” and is used in the sense of “to set loving regard on,” “to choose to bestow love on from eternity. (Ex 2:25; Ps 1:6; Hos 13:5; Mat 7:23; 1 Cor 8:3; Gal 4:9; 1 John 3:1).  1) Foreknowledge means that God’s purposed from eternity to love and redeem the human race through Christ (Rom 5:8; Jn 3:16).  The recipient of God’s foreknowledge or forelove is stated in the floral and refers to the church.  That is, God’s forelove is primarily for the corporate body of Christ (Eph 1:4; 2:4; 1 John 4:19) and includes individuals only as they identify themselves with this corporate body through abiding faith in and union with Christ (John 15:1-6).  2) The corporate body of Christ will attain to glorification (v30).  Individual believers will fall short of such glorification if they separate themselves from that foreloved body and fail to maintain their faith in Christ. (v12-14, 17; Col 1:21-23). 
V34 is also interceding for us – Jesus Christ, living in God’s presence, is always interceding for each and every one of his followers according to the Father’s Will.  
1.  Through Christ’s ministry of intercession, we experience God’s love and presence, and find mercy and grace to help us in times of need, temptation, weakness, sin and trial.
2.  Christ’s high-priestly prayer for His people (John 17), as well as His desire to pour out the Holy Spirit on all believers, help us understand the content of Christ’s intercessory ministry.
3.  Because of Christ’s intercession, “those who come (and continually coming) to God can receive a fullness of grace and salvation.  Christ’s intercession as our high priest is essential to our salvation.  Without the grace, mercy and help mediated to us through His intercession, we would fall away from God, once again be enslaved to sin and satan’s dominion, and incur jus condemnation.  Our hope and security is in coming to God through Christ Jesus by faith.  Note: Christ does not remain an advocate and intercessor for those who refuse to confess and forsake sin and who depart from fellowship with God (1 John 1:5-7, 9; 3:10).  His intercession to save completely is only for “those who come to God through Him (Rom 4:16).  There is no safety and security for those who deliberately sin and abandon God (Rom 10:21-31).
4. Since Christ is our only mediator and intercessor in heaven, any attempt to treat angels or dead saints as mediators and to offer prayers to the Father through them is both futile and unbiblical (Col:1:2; 2:18).  
V36 sheep to be slaughtered. – The adversities listed by Paul in v35-36 have been the experience of God’s people in all generations. (Acts 14:22; 2 Cor 11:23-29; Heb 11:35-38).  Believers should not think it strange if the experience trouble, persecution, hunger, poverty or danger.  Trouble and calamity do not necessarily mean that God has deserted us, nor that He has stopped loving us (v35).  On the contrary, our suffering as believers will open up the means by which we experience more of God’s love and comfort (2 Cor 1:4-5).  Paul assures us that in all these adversities we will overcome and be more than conquerors through Christ (V37-39; Mat 5:10-12; Phil 1:29).
V39 the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord – If any fails in his or her spiritual life, it will nether be from a lack of divine grace and love (v31-34), nor from external force or overwhelming adversity (v35-39), but from their own neglect to remain in Christ Jesus.  Only “in Christ Jesus” is God’s love revealed, and only in Him do we experience it.  Only as we remain in Christ Jesus as “our Lord” can we have the certainty that we will never be separated from God’s love.  
An article on Predestination is provided on the next two pages for your study.  

What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________
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