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John Chapter 12 - Part 1 – Test Your Knowledge
1. What type of perfume or ointment did Mary use to anoint Jesus?
A. Myrrh
B. Nard
C. Frankincense 
D. Cassia
2. Who got upset because Mary anointed Jesus?
A. John	
B. Peter
C. Judas
D. Philip
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Who did the chief priest decide to kill in this chapter?
A. John
B. Jesus
C. Lazarus
D. Judas	

4. In this chapter Jesus said, “unless a kernel of wheat falls into the ground and lives, it remains alone, but if it lives, it produces many new kernels and a plentiful harvest.”
A. True
B. False

5. Some Greeks came to Jerusalem during the feast and wanted to meet Jesus. Who did they approach to ask about meeting Him?
A. Philip
B. Philip and Andrew
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Andrew
D. Andrew and John

Bonus (20 Points): Are there any other accounts of anyone anointing Jesus before He was crucified?  Give scripture reference if you find any.
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)

Recap from the Last Class
Jesus arrived in Bethany after Lazarus had been dead four days and it was beyond the rabbinic belief that a soul might return within three, showing that His authority over death surpassed all human tradition. Martha met Him first, expressing grief that He had not come sooner but also confidence that God would grant Him anything, though she misunderstood Jesus’ promise of resurrection as referring only to the last day. Jesus then declared Himself “I am the resurrection and the life,” revealing that believers will rise and never truly die. Martha affirmed her faith that Jesus was the Christ, and Mary soon came weeping with the mourners, moving Jesus to deep emotional agitation and tears as He confronted the pain caused by sin and death. At the tomb, Jesus called for the stone to be removed and commanded Lazarus to come out, demonstrating His divine power and foreshadowing the future resurrection of all believers. Many Jews believed because of this miracle, but others reported it to the Pharisees, prompting the Sanhedrin to plot Jesus’ death. Caiaphas unknowingly prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and Jesus withdrew from public ministry as Passover approached while the leaders ordered His arrest. 
John – Chapter 12 Verses 1-26 (NLT)
Jesus Anointed at Bethany
1 Six days before the Passover celebration began, Jesus arrived in Bethany, the home of Lazarus—the man he had raised from the dead. 2 A dinner was prepared in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, and Lazarus was among those who ate with him. 3 Then Mary took a twelve-ounce jar of expensive perfume made from essence of nard, and she anointed Jesus’ feet with it, wiping his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance.
4 But Judas Iscariot, the disciple who would soon betray him, said, 5 “That perfume was worth a year’s wages. It should have been sold and the money given to the poor.” 6 Not that he cared for the poor—he was a thief, and since he was in charge of the disciples’ money, he often stole some for himself.
7 Jesus replied, “Leave her alone. She did this in preparation for my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”
9 When all the people heard of Jesus’ arrival, they flocked to see him and also to see Lazarus, the man Jesus had raised from the dead. 10 Then the leading priests decided to kill Lazarus, too, 11 for it was because of him that many of the people had deserted them and believed in Jesus.
Jesus’ Triumphant Entry
12 The next day, the news that Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem swept through the city. A large crowd of Passover visitors 13 took palm branches and went down the road to meet him. They shouted,
“Praise God! 
Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the LORD!
Hail to the King of Israel!” 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and rode on it, fulfilling the prophecy that said:
15 “Don’t be afraid, people of Jerusalem. 
Look, your King is coming,
    riding on a donkey’s colt.” 
16 His disciples didn’t understand at the time that this was a fulfillment of prophecy. But after Jesus entered into his glory, they remembered what had happened and realized that these things had been written about him.
17 Many in the crowd had seen Jesus call Lazarus from the tomb, raising him from the dead, and they were telling others about it. 18 That was the reason so many went out to meet him—because they had heard about this miraculous sign. 19 Then the Pharisees said to each other, “There’s nothing we can do. Look, everyone has gone after him!”
Jesus Predicts His Death
20 Some Greeks who had come to Jerusalem for the Passover celebration 21 paid a visit to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee. They said, “Sir, we want to meet Jesus.” 22 Philip told Andrew about it, and they went together to ask Jesus.
23 Jesus replied, “Now the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory. 24 I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives. 25 Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in this world will keep it for eternity. 26 Anyone who wants to serve me must follow me, because my servants must be where I am. And the Father will honor anyone who serves me.


Verses 1 thru 3 (The Last Week)
	It is now six days before the great Passover celebration and Jesus has returned to Bethany.  This will be the final week before Jesus is crucified and resurrected, and John will dedicate nine chapters of his book (43%) to this one week of Jesus’ life. The other Gospel writers similarly give a large portion of their writings to this same week with Matthew dedicating 29%, Mark 38% and Luke 25% of their books to this one week of Jesus’ ministry.  During this time, Jesus is invited to the home of Simon the leper for a dinner in His honor (Matt. 26:6 and Mark 14:3).  This dinner party also included some or all of the disciples, Martha, Mary and Lazarus.  Although this man is noted that he is a leper, it is almost certain that he had been healed of his leprosy and he may have been healed by Jesus.  
	It was common for the host of a party to anoint the guest of honor, but this was normally done with just a drop or two of perfume on the head and would never have been done by a woman to a man.  Anointing oil was extremely expensive during those days and that is why it was limited to a few drops of the precious oil.  While Martha was preparing and serving the meal, Mary brings in an alabaster jar with about a pound of perfume in it and anoints Jesus.  Matthew and Mark say that she poured it on His head and John says that she poured it on His feet.  I would suggest that both are true. Anointing the head was reserved for kings and anointing the feet was reserved for burial.  From the reaction of the disciples, it appears that she poured the entire jar of perfume on Jesus and then she wiped His feet with her hair.  This was not a normal anointing, and I think Mary clearly understood what she was doing. Mark and Matthew both describe this same scene, but they do not identify anyone by name.  
Verses 4 thru 9 (Judas’ True Nature Exposed)‬‬‬‬‬
	Apparently, several of the disciples were talking about how expensive this perfume was, and Judas exclaims that it is worth 300 denarii or about $40,000 in today’s money.  John was writing this book many years after Jesus’ death, and he makes note in this passage that Judas was the treasurer of the group.  John even goes on to say that Judas was a thief, and he often kept some of the money for himself.  He wasn’t upset because this valuable item wasn’t sold and given to the poor, he was upset that he would have been able to steal a large portion of this money without anyone noticing it.  
	Judas’ greed was starting to poison his heart, and Jesus corrects him and the other disciples.  They could only see what appeared to be someone wasting precious oil, but Jesus knows of His impending death, and He plainly tells them that she is anointing Him for His burial.  I couldn’t imagine Him having to correct me if I had said this, especially after He had told them multiple times that He would be crucified. Although Judas had a greedy heart and only wanted to steal some of the money, some of the other disciples may have honestly been thinking about how they could have used this money to help the poor.  Jesus reminds them that there have always been poor people in the world and there will always be poor people until He returns for the Millennial Reign.  That doesn’t mean that we should ignore the poor, but this was a special occasion that the disciples had not properly understood.  It would only be a few days after this account that Judas would conspire with the Pharisees for 30 pieces of silver betray Him.  To put it a little more plainly, Judas loved money more than he loved Jesus.
Verses 9 thru 11 (Losing Control)‬‬‬‬‬
	A short time before this Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead and now Jesus and Lazarus are together again.  This story about resurrecting a man from the dead had spread far and wide and now many people went to meet Jesus.  The Pharisees and Sadducees had also heard about this miracle, and now they start to see many of their followers leave and follow Jesus.  They are losing control of their flock, and they are desperate to regain control.  The only way they can see to fix this is to literally kill the problem.  They had already made up their mind that they were going to kill Jesus, and now in verse 10 they decide to kill Lazarus too.  Were they going to kill everyone that Jesus had healed?  That didn’t seem practical, but raising Lazarus exasperated the problem.
Verses 12 thru 19 (Jesus’ Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem)‬‬‬‬‬
	This section of scripture is filled with prophesy about the coming Messiah.  The Passover festival is only days away and a vast host of people are gathered outside the city because they had heard that Jesus was coming to the feast.  Part of the Passover celebration included sacrificing a lamb for each family, and the lamb was required to live with the family for at least three days prior to the Passover meal.  This would mean that there were many many lambs in the crowd along with the Lamb of God.  The Jewish historian Josephus recorded in his book The Jewish War, that 256,000 lambs were brought to the Passover celebration and one lamb would feed between 10-20 people.  That would mean that 2.5 million to 5 million people would have been present in Jerusalem for the Passover celebration.
	These people lined up on the road ahead of Jesus and they took palm branches and waved them in the air, and then placed them on the road creating a green carpet for Jesus to travel on.  Palm branches were a symbol of Jewish national pride, and they waved these much like we would wave an American flag.  They also yelled out “Hosanna” three time which means “save us” and then said, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”  They were quoting Psalms 118:25-26 as they were welcoming in their Messianic King, but Jesus was not the king they were looking for.  When they cried Hosanna, they wanted to be saved from the Roman Empire and not from their sins.  They were looking for a military leader and not a spiritual leader.
In verse 14, we learn that Jesus had found a donkey’s colt that had never been ridden, and He rode it into Jerusalem on the road that everyone had laid the palm branches down on.  This same story is told with more detail in Luke 19:28-40, Mark 1-11 and Matthew 21:1-11, and we learn in the other gospels that Jesus had sent His disciples ahead of Him to find this donkey’s colt.  It is significant in several ways.  Since we were told that this was a young donkey that had never been ridden, that means that it wasn’t broken in.  If you have ever seen anyone try to ride any animal for the first time, you would know that the animal would always try to buck off the rider.  This donkey did no such thing and was instantly obedient to the King of Kings.  He even had power over the animals.
	Riding the donkey into Jerusalem also fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9. Zechariah had prophesied that the future Messiah would enter Jerusalem not on a warhorse, but that he would humbly enter Jerusalem riding on a donkey’s colt that had never been ridden.  Jesus fulfilled this prophecy and it did not go unnoticed by the Pharisees and some of the people were shouting, “Blessed is the King, who comes in the name of the Lord.”  This greatly upset the Pharisees, and they told Jesus that He needed to stop the people from saying this, but Jesus tells them that if they stopped shouting this that the “stones would cry out.”  It was prophecy that could not be stopped, and the Pharisees suddenly realize that there is nothing they can do to stop it.
Verses 20 thru 22 (The Greeks)‬‬‬‬‬
	A few days have now passed between verse 19 and 20 and we learn that some Greeks wanted to meet Jesus.  None of the other gospel writers mention this, but John also leaves out a few days in between verses 19 and 20 that the other three gospel writers all document.  These Greek men come to Philip and ask him if they can meet Jesus.  Why do you think they came to Philip and not some of the other disciples?  
Philip is the only disciple that had a Greek name and that may have been why they had come to him.  These Greeks may have been converts to Judaism or they may have heard Jesus preaching when He was in Galilee.  Either way these men wanted to meet Jesus and both Philip and Andrew take them to see the King of Kings.  We are not given any other information on this and it will be a question that I have for John when I get to Heaven.  I want to know what was so special about these men that it made John include these few verses in his book.  
Verses 23 thru 26 (The Time has Come)‬‬‬‬‬
Jesus is speaking in these verses directly to the crowds and presumably in the temple.  Several times before in this book, Jesus has made the statement the “His hour had not come.” These references for it not being the right time usually led to Him slipping away from the crowds, but now he says, “Now the time has come.” His crucifixion is near and He will no longer avoid the crowds to prevent what He knows is about to happen.  To help explain this to them, He tells them a parable about farming which he often used to explain things to them.  He tells them that when they plant wheat in the ground, that it must first die before it can come back to life and produce many more stalks of wheat.  In the same manner, Jesus was telling them that He must also die and be buried, if God’s mission was going to be fulfilled.  His resurrection would cause many more people to turn to God and would fulfill the scriptures and God’s great plan. These new kernels of wheat (aka new believers) would have a new life.  This same death and resurrection is replicated today when we get baptized.  Going down into the water symbolizes our death to this world and when we come out of the water is symbolizes His resurrection and our rebirth as a new person. 
Verse 25 has a statement that is somewhat hard to comprehend, but Jesus says it plainly and its meaning is clear.  Jesus says that if someone loves their life here on earth then we will lose our life.  What he is saying is that if you love the things of this world more than you love God, then you will not get into Heaven and you will instead spend an eternity in hell.  On the other hand, those who do not care about the things of this world and instead focus on a holy life and loving God, then they will be rewarded with an eternal life in Heaven.  
	Verse 26 ends with Jesus saying that anyone who really wants to be with him, must also serve Him.  You can’t just say that you are a follower of Christ and then still act like the rest of the world.  We must imitate Jesus in every aspect of your life.  You should pray like He prayed, you should be humble just as He was humble, you should give good gifts just as He gave good gifts to us.  He taught the Word of God to other people, so we should also tell other people about God’s word. We should imitate Him in every way that we can, and one day we will be with Him in Heaven, and we will receive our reward.  The only reward that I really want is for one day to hear Him say, “well done thou good and faithful servant!”
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________Materials from previous classes can be found on www.aceng.net/Bible-Corner[image: ]
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