Romans Chapter 4 – Test Your Knowledge

1. How old was Abraham when he said that his body was dead (not able to have children)?
A. 75
B. 90
C. 100
D. 175
2. Adam believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]______________ was a sign that Abraham already had faith (NLT).
A. Circumcision
B. Praising God
C. Sacrifice
D. Waiting	

4. What Old Testament figure did Paul use to show the forgiveness of sins in this chapter?
A. Soloman
B. David
C. Moses
D. Joshua

5. Who was handed over to die because of our sins, and was raised to life to make us right with God?
A. Moses
B. Abraham
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]David
D. Jesus

Bonus (20 Points): What scripture did Paul quote from in verse 3? 
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)



Recap from the Last Class
In chapter 3, Paul taught that while Jewish heritage and the Law have value because they reveal God’s Word, they cannot save anyone.  Both Jews and Gentiles are equally guilty of sin and in need of grace. Paul emphasizes that human unbelief does not nullify God’s truth, and salvation is not earned by works or religious rituals but is a gift through faith in Jesus Christ. All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory, yet through Christ’s sacrificial death, God offers justification freely by His grace. This leaves no room for boasting, as righteousness comes only by faith, which ultimately fulfills the Law’s purpose.
Romans – Chapter 4 (NLT)
The Faith of Abraham
1 Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. What did he discover about being made right with God? 2 If his good deeds had made him acceptable to God, he would have had something to boast about. But that was not God’s way. 3 For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” 
4 When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something they have earned. 5 But people are counted as righteous, not because of their work, but because of their faith in God who forgives sinners.6 David also spoke of this when he described the happiness of those who are declared righteous without working for it:
7 “Oh, what joy for those
    whose disobedience is forgiven,
    whose sins are put out of sight.
8 Yes, what joy for those
    whose record the Lord has cleared of sin.” 
9 Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, or is it also for uncircumcised Gentiles? Well, we have been saying that Abraham was counted as righteous by God because of his faith. 10 But how did this happen? Was he counted as righteous only after he was circumcised, or was it before he was circumcised? Clearly, God accepted Abraham before he was circumcised!
11 Circumcision was a sign that Abraham already had faith and that God had already accepted him and declared him to be righteous—even before he was circumcised. So Abraham is the spiritual father of those who have faith but have not been circumcised. They are counted as righteous because of their faith. 12 And Abraham is also the spiritual father of those who have been circumcised, but only if they have the same kind of faith Abraham had before he was circumcised.
13 Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole earth to Abraham and his descendants was based not on his obedience to God’s law, but on a right relationship with God that comes by faith. 14 If God’s promise is only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary and the promise is pointless. 15 For the law always brings punishment on those who try to obey it. (The only way to avoid breaking the law is to have no law to break!)
16 So the promise is received by faith. It is given as a free gift. And we are all certain to receive it, whether or not we live according to the law of Moses, if we have faith like Abraham’s. For Abraham is the father of all who believe. 17 That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, “I have made you the father of many nations.” This happened because Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead back to life and who creates new things out of nothing.
18 Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, “That’s how many descendants you will have!” 19 And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb.
20 Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to God. 21 He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises. 22 And because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous. 23 And when God counted him as righteous, it wasn’t just for Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded 24 for our benefit, too, assuring us that God will also count us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God.
Verses 1 thru 3 (Abraham’s Faith)‬‬‬‬‬
	In these first 3 verses, Paul now seeks to disprove a common belief that was openly taught in the synagogues during those days. Many Rabbis taught that Abraham was made right with God through his works.  This belief was based on Genesis 26:5 where God was talking to Issac and told him that He would keep His promise to multiply Issac’s descendants because, “Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.”  The Jewish interpretation of this passage was that Abraham somehow kept the Law before it was given to Moses 400 years in the future.  But isn’t this exactly what Paul was saying about the Gentiles back in chapter 1?  Paul said that the Gentiles kept the law even though they had never read it.  
	The real question in this section is whether or not Abraham was made righteous with God through his faith or through his faithfulness.  What is the difference between faith and faithfulness?  You can faithfully pay your taxes but completely disagree with how they are used. So does faithfully paying your taxes mean that you have faith in your government? 
	Paul makes this clear when he quotes Genesis 15:6 which says, “And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith.” Although Abraham was faithful to the Lord and he did what God told him to do (we would call these works).  Although Abraham did good works, it was faith that made him right with God and not his works.
Verses 4 and 5 (Your Good Works)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul now makes an analogy of how jobs relate to works. Most people go to work to earn a paycheck to support their family.  Your paycheck is earned because you worked for it, and you only work because you expect to get paid.  If your boss told you tomorrow that he wanted you to continue to work but you would no longer get paid, how many of you would show up to work the next week?  
Your good works are something that you should do, but they will not save you.  God loves to see us do good things and our good deeds are often evidence of our faith, but many people do good deeds and have never known God or his saving grace.
	When we try to boast about our good works they have the opposite appeal to God.  Isaiah 64:6 says that, “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  The word “filthy” in this verse comes from the Hebrew word “iddah”.  Iddah in Hebrew is translated as the fluid from a woman’s menstrual flow.  This iddah soaked in a worthless rag is what you are lifting up to God when we brag about our good works.  Is that what you want to present to God?
Jesus gave us the best example of how we should do good works in Matthew 6:2-4 “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honoured by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. “But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”  


Verses 6 thru 8 (A Faithful King)‬‬‬‬‬
	Now Paul switches from Abraham the father of the Jewish nation to King David who was a man after God’s own heart.  David was the greatest king that Israel ever had, but he was also a flawed man and he committed horrible sins. David tried as hard as he could to follow the Law, but just like everyone else he failed and fell short of the glory of God.  Paul now quotes from one of David’s passages in Psalms 32:1-2 where David said, “Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sins are put out of sight.  Yes, what joy for those whose record the Lord has cleared of sin.”  David did not brag about all of his good works, but he did boast about his forgiveness from his sins by God.  This is the type of boasting that we should be doing; boasting about what God has done for us and not what we have done for God.
Verses 9 thru 12 (Abraham’s Faith)‬‬‬‬‬
	Now Paul returns to Abraham and poses the question of whether or not God accepted him as righteous before or after Abraham was circumcised.  We know from Genesis 17:24 that Abraham was 99 years old when he was circumcised, but when God counted Abraham as righteous in Genesis 15:6, he was only 85 years old.  The point Paul is making here is that Abraham was counted as righteous before he was circumcised, proving his earlier statement that circumcision was not required.  Paul says this to let the Gentiles know that even though they were not circumcised, they could still be counted as righteous by God.
Verses 13 thru 15 (The Law always brings Punishment)‬‬‬‬‬
	God promised Abraham that he would make him the heir of the entire world even though he had not received the Law or tried to keep it.  God had made this promise to Abraham because he had believed in God and not because he had kept the Law.  Paul points out that they Law cannot be fully kept and the only way to keep from breaking the Law is not to have any law at all.  It was an impossible task and even the most honored saints in the Bible were not able to keep it.  Paul would definitely include himself in the list of good Jews who were not able to keep the law.
 Verses 16 thru 18 (Father Abraham)‬‬‬‬‬
	God had promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations (Genesis 17:5).  Ever wonder why God said that Abraham would be the father of many nations and not just the father of the Jewish nation?  This was Paul’s point in this section of scripture, that anyone who had faith like Abraham (including the Gentiles) would be included in these many nations.  So, Abraham was not just the father of the Jews, but he was also the father of the Gentiles.  Now anyone who believes like him can call him “Father Abraham.” Anyone remember this song from children’s church?
Father Abraham had many sons
Many sons had Father Abraham
I am one of them and so are you
So let's just praise the Lord
Right arm, left arm, right foot, left foot
Chin up, turn around, sit down
Verses 19 thru 22 (Waiting on God’s Promise)‬‬‬‬‬
	Abraham believed God’s promise even though he and Sarah were both too old to have children.  When God originally made this promise to Abraham, he was 75 years old.  Abraham would have to wait another 25 years before he would have a son, but he patiently waited for the impossible.  For normal human thinking, Abraham’s seed had withered away, and Sarah’s womb had dried up. But nothing is impossible with God, and Abraham trusted that He would make a way.  At 100 years old, Abraham figured that his body was as good as dead, but God is more than capable of bringing dead things back to life.  Abraham would have a total of 8 children and 14 grandchildren that we know of born to him before he eventually died at the ripe old age of 175.
Verses 23 thru 25 (God’s Promise is for Everyone)‬‬‬‬‬
	Verses 23 through 25 lets us know that God’s promise is for everyone who believes in Jesus.  Faith in Jesus is the foundation of our Christian beliefs, and this promised savior did not only come to save the Jews, but he came to seek and save everyone who was lost.  To the Jew first and also to the Gentile.  The same faith that Abraham had when he believed in God, is the same faith that we now have in the Son of God.  Jesus willingly died for our (your) sins, and he was resurrected so that we might be made right with God.
	Paul would later write to the Ephesian church, and he would explain this entire chapter in three verses.  Ephesians 2:8-10 says, “God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.  For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

