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John Chapter 11 (verses 1-16) part 1 of 2 – Test Your Knowledge
1. What is wrong with Lazarus in the beginning of this chapter?
A. He is dying from cancer
B. He has a tumor
C. Nothing 
D. He is sick
2. Who did the sisters send word to that Lazarus was sick?
A. Their father
B. Jesus
C. The disciples
D. The Pharisees
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]How long had Lazarus been dead when Jesus raised him from the dead?
A. 2 days
B. 1 week
C. 3 days
D. 4 days

4. What command did Jesus speak that made Lazarus arise?
A. Come Forth
B. Both A and D
C. Lazarus, come out
D. He prayed to the Father and no command was spoken

5. What did Jesus tell the crowd to do when Lazarus come forth from the tomb?
A. Let’s Celebrate
B. To remove Lazarus’ grave clothes and let him go
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]He didn’t say anything
D. He stinketh

Bonus (20 Points): When Jesus told the disciples that Lazarus was dead and that they were going back to Judea which disciple made the remark that they were going to die with him.  
_____________________________________________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)



Recap from the Last Class
In John chapter 10, we found Jesus’ 7th discourse about Him being the Good Shepherd.  Jesus also proclaims that He is the Gate, and the Life.  He is the good shepherd who is not a hireling who runs in times of trouble.  Jesus also knows His sheep and His knows Him.  These were methaphors which were used to demonstrate His great love for us.  The Pharisees would not, refused to believe Jesus and claimed that He was mad or demon possessed.  This split the views of the Pharisees with some reasoning that Jesus could not be demon possessed nor could He be mad with all the miracles that He had performed.  This led into the Feast of Dedication where Jesus explain over and over that He is the Christ, the Messiah but the Pharisees were so blind they could not see it.  Jesus tells them again about His great love for His sheep (people) that He will lay down His life for them and they will receive eternal life.  This made the Jews so mad that they picked up stones to stone Jesus but He slipped through the crowd.  Jesus then returned to the region of the Jordan River where many believed in Jesus.  
John Chapter 11  Part 1 of 2, Verses 1-17 (NLT)
The Raising of Lazarus  11 A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary and Martha. 2 This is the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on the Lord’s feet and wiped them with her hair.[a] Her brother, Lazarus, was sick. 3 So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is very sick.”
4 But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive glory from this.” 5 So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 6 he stayed where he was for the next two days. 7 Finally, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.”
8 But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a few days ago the people[b] in Judea were trying to stone you. Are you going there again?”
9 Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight every day. During the day people can walk safely. They can see because they have the light of this world. 10 But at night there is danger of stumbling because they have no light.” 11 Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go and wake him up.”
12 The disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon get better!” 13 They thought Jesus meant Lazarus was simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had died.
14 So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 And for your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there, for now you will really believe. Come, let’s go see him.”
16 Thomas, nicknamed the Twin,[c] said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go, too—and die with Jesus.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Verses 1 thru 6 -  The opening verses set the stage for this chapter. We find out that a man named Lazarus and his two sisters, Martha and Mary, lived in a village named Bethany. We also find out that Mary was the one who later poured out the perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.  The sisters sent word to Jesus that stated, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”  Evidently they realized the seriousness of Lazarus’ sickness.  This story of Lazarus’ death & raising is only found in John.
Verse 4, Commentary on Sickness.  Sickness among God’s people will never result in death as the final outcome.  Death ultimately will be destroyed by the resurrection (v25-25).  The final truth is that those who believe in Christ “will never die.”  
Verse 5 Commentary – The text tells us that Jesus loved Lazarus and his sisters Mary and Martha.  When we suffer or are sick, it does not mean that Jesus doesn’t love us.  “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus and they loved Jesus with strong friendship, affection and devotion (v1-2; Luke 10:38-42).  Nevertheless, they experienced sorrow, sickness and even death.  Today these troubles can and will happen to God’s faithful and chosen believers.  Churches will have people like Mary persevering in loving devotion to the Lord, Martha faithful in good deeds, and Lazarus suffering and dying.  Families like this may cry out “how long, O Lord?  Will you forget me forever? (Psa 13:1; Mat 27:46; Rev 6:10).  Jesus says that His delay is not for lack of love, mercy or compassion, but for the glory of God (v4). And His kingdom and for the ultimate eternal good of the sufferers (v15, 23-26; 40-44).  Our confidence must not rest or depend on what God is presently doing but on who He is. 
Verse 6 Commentary – Jesus stayed where He was for two more days.  Jesus delayed going to the family He loved (v5) in order to give this family, and His disciples, a faith that had the dimensions of depth and breadth.  Initially Jesus’ actions appeared to indicate that He was unconcerned by their suffering.  However, John repeatedly emphasizes that Jesus loved the family and shared their sorrow (v3, 5, 35).  Jesus’ timing and purpose was different than theirs.  God’s timing and will, in the midst of our trials, may perplex us as well.  God answers us according to His greater wisdom, perspective and love.  Additionally – the Jewish belief was that the soul could linger up to 3 days but after 4 days the soul could not return.  Maybe Jesus was again aiming at bringing down their Jewish theology concerning this, thus truly performing a bringing back to life for Lazarus and in the face of their incorrect theology.  
Verses 7 thru 16 – Jesus focuses on His disciples.  Jesus then told the disciples that they needed to go back to Judea.  Remember, Jesus almost was stoned there so they left in hostility.  The disciples reminded Jesus about that.   Jesus used a metaphor to aim at increasing their faith.  He basically told them that it’s easy to walk in the daylight for you can see clearly.  And that when you walk at night you will stumble due to the absence of light.  Then Jesus told them that Lazarus had fallen asleep (meaning he was dead) and that He was going to wake him up.  Again, in their lack of understanding, they thought that Jesus was talking about sleep that could help Lazarus get better – natural sleep.  So Jesus then had to fully explain that Lazarus had died.  Jesus was glad that Lazarus’ sickness did not happen while He was there, for a greater miracle would not be performed by bringing Lazarus back to life which would increase their faith, belief in Him and demonstrate, yet again, that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah.  Thomas then speaks out of his blindness and unbelief that they would be killed as well by going back.  Jesus knew that He would raise Lazarus from the dead and that God would get the glory.  He did not fear the Pharisees or the Jews – He simply waiting to accomplish God’s Will.  Why is it so hard for us to wait?  Why doesn’t everyone get healed?
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________ 
NOTE:  Commentary is from the “Life in the Spirit Study Bible” Chapter 11 notes.  
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