Acts Chapter 3 – Test Your Knowledge

1. What happened in Acts Chapter 3?
A. Stephen is stoned
B. Philip witnesses to an Ethiopian
C. Peter heals a crippled beggar
D. Peter and John are thrown into jail

2. Which gate did Peter and John use to enter the temple?
A. Water Gate
B. East Gate
C. Sheep Gate
D. Beautiful Gate

3. What time did Peter and John go to the temple?
A. midnight
B. noon
C. 3 o’clock
D. 6 o’clock

4. Which of the prophets did Peter quote from in this chapter?
A. Jeremiah
B. Moses
C. Isaiah 
D. Daniel 

5. Where was Peter when he started preaching?
A. In the temple
B. Beautiful Gate
C. Solomon’s Colonnade
D. Mount of Olives

Bonus (20 Points):  How many years had the lame beggar been crippled? ___________

Grade:_____ (20 Points for each correct answer)
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 3
	In Acts chapter 2 the Holy Spirit fell on the believers, and they spoke in different languages to the nations gathered for Pentecost.  Peter preached his first sermon and 3000 people were saved in one day.  The church was thriving and living as a unified body sharing everything that they had just as Jesus intend for them to do. 
Peter Heals a Crippled Beggar
1 Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three o’clock prayer service. 2 As they approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day he was put beside the Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he could beg from the people going into the Temple. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for some money.
4 Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, “Look at us!”5 The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting some money. 6 But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!”
7 Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up. And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and strengthened. 8 He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, he went into the Temple with them.
9 All the people saw him walking and heard him praising God. 10 When they realized he was the lame beggar they had seen so often at the Beautiful Gate, they were absolutely astounded! 11 They all rushed out in amazement to Solomon’s Colonnade, where the man was holding tightly to Peter and John.
Peter Preaches in the Temple
12 Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. “People of Israel,” he said, “what is so surprising about this? And why stare at us as though we had made this man walk by our own power or godliness?13 For it is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God of all our ancestors—who has brought glory to his servant Jesus by doing this. This is the same Jesus whom you handed over and rejected before Pilate, despite Pilate’s decision to release him. 14 You rejected this holy, righteous one and instead demanded the release of a murderer.15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. And we are witnesses of this fact!
16 “Through faith in the name of Jesus, this man was healed—and you know how crippled he was before. Faith in Jesus’ name has healed him before your very eyes.
17 “Friends, I realize that what you and your leaders did to Jesus was done in ignorance. 18 But God was fulfilling what all the prophets had foretold about the Messiah—that he must suffer these things. 19 Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. 20 Then times of refreshment will come from the presence of the Lord, and he will again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah. 21 For he must remain in heaven until the time for the final restoration of all things, as God promised long ago through his holy prophets. 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your own people. Listen carefully to everything he tells you.’ 23 Then Moses said, ‘Anyone who will not listen to that Prophet will be completely cut off from God’s people.’
24 “Starting with Samuel, every prophet spoke about what is happening today. 25 You are the children of those prophets, and you are included in the covenant God promised to your ancestors. For God said to Abraham, ‘Through your descendants all the families on earth will be blessed.’ 26 When God raised up his servant, Jesus, he sent him first to you people of Israel, to bless you by turning each of you back from your sinful ways.”
Verses 1 thru 3 (The Crippled Beggar)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter and John are continuing a Jews custom of going to the temple in the afternoon. They chose that day to enter into the temple through the Beautiful Gate.  The Jewish historian Josephus described the gate as 75 feet high double doors that were made from Corinthian Brass.  He said that this beautiful gate excelled above those that were made of silver and gold.  Beggars were often brought to these gates so that they could ask for money from the people who were entering the temple.  Unlike today where people like this would be taken care of by government programs, begging was the only way these people had to earn money for food, cloths and shelter.  This was a miserable existence, and this man had been doing this all of his life.
	As the apostles approach the gate, the beggar begs them for alms (money).  Beggars would not have been allowed to enter the temple because they were seen as unclean or not purified, so this was as far as the beggar could go.  The beggar had probably done this hundreds of times that day and he expected to get a little silver or gold to help him. Little did he know that what he was about to receive was much more precious than silver and gold.
  Verses 4 thru 6 (In the name of Jesus Christ)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter looks at the man and this is usually the first sign to a beggar that they are about to receive something.  If people are not willing to give money to beggars, they normally will avoid looking at them and they will just keep walking and ignore them.  When Peter stops in front of him the beggar probably lowered his head in shame and lifted his cup to receive some coins.  Peter tells the man to look at him and then does something unexpected.  He tells the beggar that he does not have any silver or gold.  He does not give him what he asked for and the man’s hopes were probably withering away.  Then Peter tells the man, “In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!”
	We often see people like this coming to the church and asking for monetary help.  We should evaluate each case on its own merit and meet their immediate needs, but we should not stop there.  Many times what they are asking for and what they need are two different things.  We need to be wise enough to see the real need and help them out of their situation, if they are willing to receive the help.  There is an old saying that says, “give a man a fish and feed him for a day.  Teach a man how to fish and you will feed him for a lifetime.”  We need to be fishers of men and teach others how find what we have already found.  This is not aways a quick fix and often requires years of mentoring to keep people from returning to old habits.
Verses 7 thru 11 (Leaping and Praising God!)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter reaches down and grabbed the man’s right hand and instantly his feet and ankle bones were healed.  This man was looking for money and instead he received a miraculous healing.  The man leaps to his feet and instantly starts praising God. We are told that he entered the temple with Peter and John, and this was probably the first time he had ever been inside of the temple.  
	This miracle got the attention of the crowd, and they all knew that this was the same beggar that had been crippled for more than 40 years (Acts 4:22).  Many of these same people had given alms to this same person, and they all were amazed to see him walking around and praising God.  The man was holding to the apostles at a place known as Solomon’s Colonnade (Porch).  We learn later in Acts 5:12 that this same location became a gathering place for the believers and many miracles happened at Solomon’s Colonnade. 
We know that Jesus went to the temple on a regular basis and undoubtedly passed by this man many times.  Why didn’t Jesus heal this man?
Verses 12 thru 15 (You Killed the Prince of Life)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter seizes the opportunity to share the gospel and begins preaching to the crowd.  He asked them why they were so amazed by this miraculous work.  The people probably thought that Peter and John had healed this man by their own power, but Peter tells them that is was the power of Jesus who had healed him.  Peter does not take any credit for this miraculous healing and instead he puts all of the focus on Jesus.
	Peter’s boldness comes through again as he tells them that this is the same Jesus (God’s Holy One) that they handed over to Pilate to be crucified and how they had chosen the murder (Barabas) to be freed instead of Jesus. If they were not feeling convicted enough already, Peter now pierces their hearts by saying, “You killed the Prince of life.”  


Verse 16 (You Saw a Miracle)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter points out that most of the crowd new who this man was and how badly he was crippled.  Again, Peter refuses to take any credit for what has happened and tells them that he was healed through faith in the name of Jesus.  Even if they were not present a few minutes ago when the miracle happened, they all knew he had been crippled from birth. Now he was standing there beside the apostles and they could not deny what they saw with their own eyes.
Verses 17 thru 20 (You Acted in Ignorance)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter now tells them that they acted in ignorance.  Did he just insult them?  What does that word “ignorance” actually mean?  Although this does not absolve them of their sin, it does define the nature of their guilt.  If you sin in ignorance, it is still a sin, but it is not the same as knowing something is a sin and doing it anyways.  But just like with any other sin, the first thing you need to do is repent and that is exactly what Peter tells them to do.  He not only tells them to repent, but he also tells them to return to God.  This gives them the opportunity to make things right with God and they can enjoy “times of refreshment” with Jesus. 
Verses 21 thru 25 (Message from the Prophets)‬‬‬‬‬
	In the book of Deuteronomy chapter 18:15-19, Moses tells the people of Israel that God would raise up a Prophet and to make sure they listen to everything the Prophet tells them to do.  All of the prophets from Samuel to that very day had been telling them about the coming Messiah (Prophet) but somehow they missed the one whom they were looking for.  How could they have missed him after he fulfilled all of the prophecies and performed all of those miracles?  How are people still missing him today?
Read Chapter 4 before our next class.
