Romans Chapter 12 – Test Your Knowledge

1. How should we present our bodies to God?
A. Acceptable
B. Holy
C. Living Sacrifice
D. All of the above
2. We all have the same spiritual gifts.
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Paul says we should “practice” (“given” in KJV) this in chapter 12?
A. Giving
B. Speaking in tongues
C. Begging
D. Hospitality	

4. Who has the right to take vengeance?
A. Gentiles
B. Jews
C. No one
D. God

5. We can overcome evil by _________________.
A. Giving more money
B. Doing good  
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Taking vengeance on our enemies
D. Going to Church


Bonus (20 Points): Name three spiritual gifts not mentioned in this chapter. 
____________________________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)





Recap from the Last Class
In Romans 11, Paul explains that although many in Israel rejected Christ, God has not rejected Israel; instead, a faithful remnant has always remained, preserved by God’s grace rather than works. Paul shows that Israel’s blessings ironically became a stumbling block, leading to spiritual blindness.  This opened the door for the Gentiles to receive salvation, which God also uses to stir Israel to jealousy so they might return to Him. Using the olive tree metaphor, Paul warns Gentile believers not to boast, since they are grafted into a tree rooted in God’s chosen people and can be removed just like the unbelieving Jews.  Both Jews and Gentiles can be restored and grafted back in, if they turn back to God. Paul concludes by emphasizing God’s sovereign plan: Israel’s hardening is temporary until the full number of Gentiles come to faith in Christ.  After which, Israel as a nation will turn to Christ, revealing the depth of God’s wisdom and the need for us to trust Him rather than questioning His ways.

Romans – Chapter 12 (NLT)
A Living Sacrifice to God
1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
3 Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us. 4 Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, 5 so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.
6 In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. 8 If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.
9 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 11 Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. 15 Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all!
17 Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. 18 Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.
19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say,
“I will take revenge;
    I will pay them back,” 
    says the LORD.
20 Instead,
“If your enemies are hungry, feed them.
    If they are thirsty, give them something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap
    burning coals of shame on their heads.” 
21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.
Verse 1 (Living Sacrifice)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul starts out this wonderful chapter by telling every Christian that we should present our bodies as a “living sacrifice.” Animal sacrifice was common in both the Jewish and Roman customs, so everyone knew that a “sacrifice” was something that was killed and then placed on an alter to be consumed by fire.  But Paul says that we should be a living sacrifice?  What a strange idea this must have been for the people reading this letter.  How can something be sacrificed and yet still live?  
	By being a living sacrifice, you are constantly offering up yourself to serve God.  This type of sacrifice is a form of worshipping God and the KJV calls this your “reasonable service.” We should always be living for Christ, and this type of life is a sacrifice according to God’s word.	
Verse 2 (Don’t be like Everyone else)‬‬‬‬‬
	In today’s society, it can be difficult to live out your Christian faith.  The rest of the world has walked away from God, and they are living a life full of sinful pleasures, and they often push you to live like them.  We must resist this temptation to live like the rest of the world, and instead we need to live a life that is pleasing to Christ.  If you spend time in God’s word and study it, it will transform your mind so that you will not be tempted by the desires of the flesh.  Live to please God and not man.  This will lead you to a happier and more fulfilling life that is full of love, peace and compassion.
Verses 3 thru 5 (The Body of Christ)‬‬‬‬‬
	This is a section of scripture that Christians need to understand and learn to live out every day of your life.  We need to understand that we are not individuals in the church, but rather we are ALL intricate parts of the church.  Every person in the church has a specific responsibility to serve the other members.  If any part of the church body is not functioning, then the rest of the body suffers.  Many Christians come to church but never contribute to the wellbeing of the other members.  This is a selfish attitude to have and often leads them to be isolated and lonely.  If you are not sure how you can contribute to the church then you should talk to your pastor, and he will help you find a place to serve.  
Verses 6 thru 8 (Gifts of the Spirit)‬‬‬‬‬
	In verses 6 through 8, Paul lists the following seven gifts of the Spirit: prophesy, serving others, teaching, encouragement, giving, leadership and kindness.  This is only a partial list and Paul list many more in 1 Cor. 12:7-11.  Paul’s point in this list is that everyone has at least one gift and you should be using your gift(s) to the best of your ability.  You may only have one spiritual gift, or you may have many.  It is important to note that you do not get to choose your gift, but rather your gift(s) are given to you by the Holy Spirit.  If you are not sure what your spiritual gift is, then pray that the Holy Spirit will show you what your gift is and then use your gift to benefit the rest of the church.  What is your spiritual gift?
Verses 9 thru 13 (Serving each Other)‬‬‬‬‬
	Since we are part of the body of Christ, then we need to act like it.  If you had a cut on your arm, would you just ignore it and continue to let it bleed and get infected?  Or would you clean it up, put on some ointment and bandage it up?  Would you just do that one time and never look at it again, or would you check on it periodically and take care of it until it is completely well?  In the same way, we should treat every brother and sister in the church the same way.  If your brother or sister is suffering, then it is up to the rest of us to help them.  If they struggle, then the rest of the body suffers.  In the same way, if your brother or sister is rejoicing, then we should rejoice with them.  Fellowship is an important part of the Christian life, and we should practice this by spending time with our brothers and sisters, and with other non-believers as well.  When is the last time you invited people over to your home for a meal? 
Verses 14 thru 18 (Live in Harmony)‬‬‬‬‬
	Who is it in your life that you just cannot stand?  Are they mean to you?  Do they try to cause trouble for you, your family or coworkers?  Do you try to make their lives just as miserable by arguing with them?  Have you prayed for them lately?  If so, was it an earnest prayer that God would bless them or was it a prayer asking for Him to punish them for their actions?
	Paul gives us some very hard instructions in this section of scripture that we should put into practice.  There will always be that person in our lives, and you will not be able to avoid them.  Instead of griping, fussing and complaining about it, Paul says that we should bless them.  What?  Not only should we bless them, but we should pray for them and be kind to them.  We need to be the bigger person and show them the love of God that we may think they do not deserve, but God loves them just as much as He loves you.  This is a difficult thing to do, but I have personally seen this work and the results can be miraculous.  
	So many times we are at odds with someone else, and we really don’t even know how the situation got started.  All we know is that the other person does not like us and the feeling is mutual.  Have you ever stopped to consider that you may have inadvertently offended them first and they are just reciprocating what you started?  My family knows that I have a famous or infamous saying to deal with these situations.  I always ask them, “will what you are about to do make the situation better or worse?”  If it will only make it worse, then you should not do it.  As Paul says, “do not return evil for evil.”  So ask yourself WWJD?  In Mattew 5:44-45 Jesus says, “But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven.”
 There are many people that have been hurt in church because of this very thing.  As Christians, we should do everything within our power to repair these broken relationships, and that often starts with us having to swallow our pride.  Maybe they did start it, but you should be the first one to offer forgiveness or ask for their forgiveness if you know you have done wrong.  


Verses 19 thru 21 (Vengeance is Mine)‬‬‬‬‬
Vengeance is a dangerous thing, and Satan loves to use it to drive Christians away from God.  Paul quotes from Deuteronomy 32:35 in this section when he says, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, sayeth the Lord.”  If you truly trust in God, then turn the situation over to Him and allow Him to handle it in a way that only He can do.  Vengeance is always wrong when it is enacted by us.  When we do it, we do it with malice and hatred in our hearts, and in doing so, we commit further sins.  
Instead of seeking vengeance, we should learn from King Solomon who was the wisest man who ever lived.  In Proverbs 25:21-22, Solomon said, “If your enemies are hungry, give them food to eat. If they are thirsty, give them water to drink. You will heap burning coals of shame on their heads, and the Lord will reward you.”  I have personally done this, and the first thing that you will notice is that you are immediately freed from the burden that you have been bearing.  It will feel as though a great weight has been lifted from your shoulders and it has.  You will have given a burden that you were unable to bear to God, and by trusting in His wisdom you will receive a righteous reward.  Try it, but make sure you do so earnestly and forgive them for whatever trespass that they have against you.  Experience the freedom that is awaiting you, if you will only submit to the will of God.  Who do you need to pray for?


What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

