John Chapter 1, Part 1 – Test Your Knowledge

1. Who is the author of the book of John?
A. John the Baptist
B. John the son of Zebedee
C. John Mark
D. John the father of Simon Peter
2. John is the fourth book in the New Testament, and these four books are known as _______.
A. The Truth	
B. The Four Horsemen
C. The Gospels
D. The Apocalypse
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]What name did the author use for Jesus in Chapter 1?
A. The Author of Life
B. The Miracle Worker
C. The Redeemer
D. The Word	

4. Who did God send ahead of Jesus to prepare the way for Him?
A. Paul
B. John Mark
C. Annanias
D. John the Baptist

5. The Law was given through Jesus.
A. True
B. False
[bookmark: _Hlk202892090]
Bonus (20 Points): John had a brother named James.  What was their nickname?  ______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)





Introduction to the Book of John
When studying the book of John, you need to know a little background before you dive into the first chapter.  The book of John is one of four books known as the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John).  Many scholars consider them the four-fold gospel that makes the one gospel truth.  In other words, they don’t consider them to be four separate gospels, but rather four different writers who tell the same gospel story.  The first three of these gospels Matthew, Mark and Luke are written in a similar way, and they are often referred to as the synoptic gospels.  The word synoptic simply means “see together.”  All three of those gospels tell a very similar story and they all focus on Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, and they focus more on what Jesus taught and what he did in his ministry.  John’s gospel is different.  The book of John focuses more on Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem and instead of telling us what Jesus taught, John focuses more on who Jesus is.  
Of course, the next question you might ask is, who wrote the book of John?  The easy answer would be to say that obviously it was John, but then you would have to know which John we are referring too.  There are several people named John in the Bible, and it was a common name during that time, and it still a popular name today. Was it John the Baptist, John son of Zebedee, John the father of Simon Peter, John Mark or someone else?  Although we are never explicitly told who the author of this book is, in John 21:20-24 the author refers to himself as “the one who Jesus loved” and then says that “this disciple is the one who testifies to these events and has recorded them here.”  Six times in the book of John “the disciple whom Jesus loved” is mentioned, but we are never told who this disciple whom Jesus loved really is.  There are many clues that point to the true author, but it takes a deeper dive into other books of the Bible to determine who this really was.  
All of the other gospels refer to three disciple who were especially close to Jesus.  In Matthew 17:1, Mark 5:37, 14:33 and Luke 8:51, all of them say that Peter, James and John were in a special relationship with Jesus.  He often would take these three disciples with him for special occasions and leave the other disciples behind.  James was martyred very early after Jesus’ resurrection in Acts 12:2 around 44 A.D. and this book was written much later toward the end of the 1st century, so we know that it cannot be James.  John 21:20 says, “Peter turned around and saw behind them the disciple Jesus loved”, so we also know that it could not be Peter; therefore, it must be John.
If that was not enough, there are the writings of Papias Bishop of Hierapolis during the first century who said, “These things are attested by Papias, an ancient man who was a hearer of John and a companion of Polycarp, in his fourth book. For five books have been written by him. These are the words of Irenæus.”_( Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 3.39).  There are other early church writings that also attest that this book was indeed written by John the Apostle, the disciple whom Jesus loved. 
John was a humble man who had a close walk with Jesus, and he was the only disciples who did not abandon Him at the cross.  John likely wrote this book late in the first century (70 A.D. - 100 A.D.) and it was the last of the gospel books that were written.  

John – Chapter 1 (NLT)
Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word
1 In the beginning the Word already existed.
    The Word was with God,
    and the Word was God.
2 He existed in the beginning with God.
3 God created everything through him,
    and nothing was created except through him.
4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, 
    and his life brought light to everyone.
5 The light shines in the darkness,
    and the darkness can never extinguish it. 
6 God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that everyone might believe because of his testimony. 8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. 9 The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. 11 He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.
14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.
15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’”
16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.
Verses 1 and 2 (The Word)‬‬‬‬‬
	These first two verses of the book of John may be the most profound statement made in the New Testament. John opens the book with the words, “In the beginning” and these are the same three words that are written in Genesis 1:1.  John intentionally starts the book in the same place that everything else began, and he wants his readers to understand that Jesus was there before the world was formed.  John uses the Greek word Logos (Word) 3 times in the first verse to describe who Jesus is.  John says that the Word (Jesus) has always existed meaning that He is eternal.  He then says that the Word (Jesus) was with God as part of the triune Godhead (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). And then John says that the Word (Jesus) was God.  This makes it clear that Jesus was not just a man or a prophet, but that He was unequivocally God!  This statement by John points out that the Father is different from the Son, and the Son is different from the Father, and the Holy Spirit is different from either of Them. They are all equally God, yet they are each separate Persons.  
Verses 3 thru 5 (The Life and Light of the World)‬‬‬‬‬
	Continuing with his thought about Jesus being present in the beginning of time, John now says that it was Jesus who made everything.  But doesn’t Genesis 1:1 say that, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  Did John just say that this scripture is wrong?  Is he disagreeing with Genesis 1:1?
	Not only was Jesus there in the beginning but John also says that Jesus is the life of all mankind, and he is the light of the world.  This great light of the world cannot be hidden in the darkness, and the darkness of this world will never be able to overcome Him.  Since Jesus is the life of all men (and women) and now He lives in us, then his light should be shining through us.  We need to be that light that is shining bright for everyone else to see so that they will want to have this great peace that we have.  So how bright is your light shining?  Are you that 40-watt bulb that is almost burned out and is barely giving off any light at all?  Or are you the new 100-watt flood light that illuminates everything around you?  What is stopping you from shining brighter?  Lack of knowledge? Pride? Fear?
Verses 6 thru 8 (Preparing the Way)‬‬‬‬‬
	Some people may read these verses and assume that John the Baptist is the author of this book, but he is not.  This John is the person that God had sent ahead of Jesus to prepare the way for him and to be his witness.  Many people during this time were actively looking for the Messiah and some people thought that John the Baptist might be him.  They were looking for the great light of the world that could save them, but John the Baptist was not that great light.  
Verses 9 thru 11 (Rejected by His Own People)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus was the creator of the earth and yet he chose to come and be part of what he had created.  He came to the earth as a mortal man, but was still at the same time still fully God.  He came so that He might bring his great light to the entire world, so that through him the world might be saved.  He didn’t come to the Egyptians, Romans or the Ethiopians, instead He came to His own Jewish people whom He had chosen to be His very own.  But when He came to them, they refused to accept Him as the Messiah.  How horrible it must have been for Him to have walked amongst His children and yet they not only denied Him, they spit on Him, beat Him and crucified Him.  Would you have recognized Him?  People are still refusing to accept Him today, and it is up to each and every one of us to help them accept this Light of the World.
Verses 12 and 13 (Child of God)‬‬‬‬‬
	Although most of His Jewish people rejected Him, some of them did believe that He was the Messiah.  Not only did some of the Jews accept Him as the Messiah, but other people did to.  The Romans, Egyptians, Ethiopians and thankfully most of the founding fathers of this great country also accepted Him.  These verses are very clear that ALL WHO BELIEVE are accepted by Him.  No one will be left out no matter what race, color, nationality, male and female alike will all be accepted and become a child of God.  Have you ever really accepted that? You are a child of God.  You have been reborn in a spiritual rebirth, and God is your eternal Father.  Shout it from the highest hill so that everyone can hear you.  Halleluiah!!!!  I am a child of God!!!!
Verse 14 (The Word became Flesh)‬‬‬‬‬
	The Jews had a great love for God, but that God was a distant God who lived in Heaven.  When John now says that the Word became flesh, this would have shocked his Jewish audience.  It would have been very hard for them to accept that the same God who created the world and dwelt in Heaven could come down to earth and take on a fleshly human form.  But that is exactly what happened. Jesus was born to his mother Mary.  She bathed Him, fed Him and clothed Him.  He was completely human but still completely God.  He felt pain, sadness, loneliness, hunger, and every other thing that you and I feel.  And this was all His choice because He loves us that much.  He was willing to come and dwell among us and allow Himself to be crucified.  Nails did not hold Him on the cross, His love for us held Him there.

Verses 15 thru 18 (Unfailing Love and Faithfulness)‬‬‬‬‬
	John the Baptist preached that Jesus came after him, but somehow Jesus was before him.  We know from the story of Jesus birth in Luke1:26 that John the Baptist was born about six months before Jesus was born to Mary.  Most of the people he was preaching to probably new that Jesus was his younger cousin, so how could he be here before him?  John the Baptist had no problem at all accepting that Jesus had existed from the very beginning and even though he was older than Jesus’ mortal body, he knew Jesus really was and he know that Jesus was the Messiah.
	In verse 16 the KJV translates the end of this verse as “grace for grace”, but the NLT translates it as “one gracious blessing after another.”  In my humble opinion, they both still fall short of what John’s true meaning was.  John wanted to let people know that there was no end to the grace that comes from Jesus.  It is simply grace upon grace upon grace in a never-ending pattern.  The blessings that He has available for us are unending and all we have to do is accept them.
	As we have discussed several times in this class, the Law was given through Moses to point out our sin, and it cannot save you.  And Jesus did not supersede that Law or void it, but rather he came to fulfill the Law.  Now we have God’s unfailing love and faithfulness due to Jesus’ great sacrifice on the cross.  
	John the Baptist also understood the fact that Jesus was God and the Father was God.  In verse 18 he says that even though no one had ever seen God (the Father), Jesus who was also God had revealed Himself to us.   This is why Jesus said to His disciple in John 14:9, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father!”  Through the Word, we have seen God.  Sometimes you have to stop trying to see through your human eyes and look through a spiritual lens.  Seek Him, study His word and you will come to know Him more and more every day. 
Read the rest of chapter 1 before the next class.
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

