Romans Chapter 2 – Test Your Knowledge

1. Who does Paul say will judge our secret life?
A. Jesus Christ
B. Holy Spirit
C. Non-believers
D. Other believers
2. Paul says that, “For merely listening to the law makes us right with God.”
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Which one of the major prophets did Paul quote from in this chapter?
A. Isaiah
B. Jeremiah
C. Ezekiel
D. Daniel	

4. Who does Paul say that God shows favoritism to in this chapter?
A. Jews
B. Gentiles
C. Romans
D. None of the above

5. In this chapter, what does Paul say is true circumcision? 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Circumcision of the mind
B. Circumcision of the soul
C. Circumcision of the heart
D. Circumcision of the flesh

Bonus (20 Points): Paul says that God will grant eternal life to those who….? 

_____________________________________________________________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)




Recap from the Last Class
Last week we learned that Paul had written this letter to the church in Rome that he had never visited.  He introduced himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ and that he had been sent to the Gentiles to share the Good News about who Jesus is.  Paul had desired to visit this church for a long time, and he tells them that he will be visiting them after he completes his 3rd missionary journey and delivers a gift to the believers in Jerusalem.  
Verses 1:18-32 changes the subject, and he begins to point out all of the sins that are rampant in Rome and how God in his righteous judgment will not allow these sins to go unpunished. Verses 18-32 play a large part in chapter 2, so it is important to remember that Paul’s original letter did not have chapters and verses, and there is not a break in his letter between these two chapters.  
Romans Chapter 2 (NLT)
God’s Judgment of Sin
1 You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you have no excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning yourself, for you who judge others do these very same things. 2 And we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does such things. 3 Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s judgment when you do the same things? 4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?
5 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 He will judge everyone according to what they have done. 7 He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers. 8 But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and instead live lives of wickedness. 9 There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing what is evil—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. 10 But there will be glory and honor and peace from God for all who do good—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism.
12 When the Gentiles sin, they will be destroyed, even though they never had God’s written law. And the Jews, who do have God’s law, will be judged by that law when they fail to obey it. 13 For merely listening to the law doesn’t make us right with God. It is obeying the law that makes us right in his sight. 14 Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that they know his law when they instinctively obey it, even without having heard it. 15 They demonstrate that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right. 16 And this is the message I proclaim—that the day is coming when God, through Christ Jesus, will judge everyone’s secret life.
The Jews and the Law
17 You who call yourselves Jews are relying on God’s law, and you boast about your special relationship with him. 18 You know what he wants; you know what is right because you have been taught his law. 19 You are convinced that you are a guide for the blind and a light for people who are lost in darkness. 20 You think you can instruct the ignorant and teach children the ways of God. For you are certain that God’s law gives you complete knowledge and truth.
21 Well then, if you teach others, why don’t you teach yourself? You tell others not to steal, but do you steal? 22 You say it is wrong to commit adultery, but do you commit adultery? You condemn idolatry, but do you use items stolen from pagan temples? 23 You are so proud of knowing the law, but you dishonor God by breaking it. 24 No wonder the Scriptures say, “The Gentiles blaspheme the name of God because of you.” 
25 The Jewish ceremony of circumcision has value only if you obey God’s law. But if you don’t obey God’s law, you are no better off than an uncircumcised Gentile. 26 And if the Gentiles obey God’s law, won’t God declare them to be his own people? 27 In fact, uncircumcised Gentiles who keep God’s law will condemn you Jews who are circumcised and possess God’s law but don’t obey it.
28 For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or because you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision. 29 No, a true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely obeying the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by the Spirit. And a person with a changed heart seeks praise[d] from God, not from people.
Verses 1 thru 4 (Passing Judgement)‬‬‬‬‬
	Chapter 2 is a type of writing known as a diatribe where Paul is writing like he is having an argument with someone who cannot speak.  Think of it as getting brought into your boss’s office and told not to speak while he berates you for messing up on your job.  In this first verse, Paul says “you” three different times, but who is he speaking too?  We don’t know for sure who he is addressing, but most commentators think he is speaking to the Jews.  I think he was speaking to those who thought they were morally superior which could have included the Jews and the Gentiles.  
This first verse lays the tone for the rest of the chapter, and Paul accuses them (you) of judging the wicked people from chapter 1:18-32 while “you” keep sinning yourself.  Jesus addressed this same hypocrisy in Matthew 7:4-5 when he said, “How can you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your own eye? Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.”
	Paul warns them that by judging these people, they have condemned themselves by using the same logic of punishing sin.  So, was Paul accusing them of all the sinful things listed in verses 18-32 of chapter 1 (homosexuality, murder, haters of God…)?
	Paul now points them to the only person who is truly capable of judging sin, and that is God who has no sin in Him.  One distinction needs to be made clear about judging sin, and that is that Paul is not talking about sin inside the church and he made that clear several times in his letters to the Corinthian church (1 Cor 5:12-13).  Here Paul is talking about the Christian believers who are passing judgement on non-believers, while still having sin in their own lives.
Verses 5 thru 11 (God’s Righteous Wrath)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul lays out what will happen to those who do not repent of their sins, and he warns them about storing up terrible punishment for themselves on the day of judgement.  Man’s wrath is usually done in a sinful manner, but God’s wrath is not.  At this point there may have been some people reading this letter who thought that Paul was speaking to Gentiles and not Jews, but now Paul makes it clear that this same judgement is applied to both the Jews and the Gentiles alike.  Notice that just like in 1:16 the Jews are listed first and then the Gentiles.  The same is true here and what sounded good in the first chapter of the Gospel being given to the Jews first, is now reversed when God’s wrath also comes to the Jew first and then the Gentiles.  Paul clearly states that God shows no favoritism in verse 11 and everyone would be judged using the same standard.
Although this section seems to indicate that we will be judged according to our deeds or works, that is not the full picture of what Paul is referring to.  The central theme of the book of Romans is faith in Jesus Christ, and it is implied that if you have faith in Christ that you will have good works.  Your good works are simply a result of your faith in Christ, and they should be the evidence of your faith.  Good works alone will not save you!  James would later say that “faith without works is dead” and Paul would have whole heartily agreed with this statement.  Paul does not mean that one sin or one good work makes or breaks you, but he says that those who continue to do these things are judged on those merits.

Verses 12 thru 16 (God’s Law)‬‬‬‬‬
The Jews were given God’s law through Moses, and this written law was the basis for the Jews on whether they were righteous or sinful.  This law made if very clear what things were allowed and what was not allowed, so that the Jews would not have any excuse for not knowing what to do.  Even though the Jews had God’s written law, they still continually sinned.  The law was not designed to save the Jews, but merely to point out their sins.  Many Jews during that time actually believed that they would not suffer the wrath of God simply because of their Jewish heritage.  The same is true today about people who simply go to church and believe that will get them into Heaven, but just going to church will not save you from eternal damnation.
Paul now points out that even though the Gentiles did not have God’s written law, that they instinctively knew the difference between right and wrong.  God’s law was written on the hearts of the true believer, and they knew when they were doing right and were convicted when they did things that were wrong.  The same is true for us today and the Holy Spirit will convict you of doing wrong, and we should listen for his voice and repent of our sins. 
Verses 17 thru 24 (Jewish Hypocrisy)‬‬‬‬‬
If there was any doubt that Paul was including the Jews in the first have of this chapter, Paul now explicitly calls out the Jews for their pious attitudes.  Paul again uses his diatribe style and uses the word “you” twenty times in these seven verses, and he is directly addressing the Jews in this section.  We should never forget that the Jews were and are God’s chosen people, but God made it clear in Deuteronomy 28 that the blessings from God were conditional upon them keeping all of his commandments.  If they did not keep his commandments then all of the curses that applied to the rest of the world would be brought upon them. 
Paul points out that because the Jews had the law, they should have been the perfect guides for the rest of the lost world, but instead they did not follow the law themselves.  Paul accuses them of adultery and idolatry which were two of the biggest sins that the Jews accused the Gentiles of committing.  Probably one of the most damming things that Paul would say in this chapter is when he quotes from Isaiah 52:5 and says, “The Gentiles blaspheme the name of God because of you.” 
This same attitude that Paul was using towards the Jews in this section, can easily be applied to us today.  Don’t just read the word “you” and think of the Jews in this section but take a look in the mirror and “you” may be staring back at you.  As Christians, we should be different from the rest of the world.  We should be a shining example to those who are lost around us, and we should make them admire our good works and have them desire to be like us.  Instead, many people outside the church look at us the same way and describe us as hypocrites.  I would hate to know that we could change one word from Isaiah 52:5 and instead of saying Gentiles to have it read, “The lost world blaspheme the name of God because of you.”  We should be the light to the rest of the lost world and not a stumbling block that keeps them from getting saved.
Verses 25 thru 29 (Circumcision of the Heart)‬‬‬‬‬
Circumcision was a hot topic during Paul’s time, and it should have been settled once and for all at the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15.  Although this council had determined that the Gentiles did not need to be circumcised and sent letter to all of the churches to that fact, Jews still did not agree and thought that circumcision was required to make Gentiles right with God.  Some even believed that because Jews were circumcised, that their place in Heaven was guaranteed.  
Paul cuts straight to the heart of this matter and tells them that uncircumcised Gentiles who obey God’s law, will condemn the circumcised Jew who does not keep God’s law.  This was like an arrow that pierced straight through the heart of the Jews and that was Paul’s whole intent. Paul now tells them that the real circumcision that God is looking for is not of the outward flesh, but of a circumcised heart.  This circumcision is not one that can be seen by an outward scar, but a circumcision that is shown by a passion for God and a changed life.  
Has your heart been circumcised? Would the average person know that you are a real Christian believer and not just another hypocrite?  You should remember that people are always watching you whether you realize it or not.  Make sure that you are being “Christ like” in everything that you do and if you make a mistake repent and ask for forgiveness.  We are not perfect and asking for forgiveness can be one of the hallmark signs of true repentance.

What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
