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John Chapter 12 Part 2 – Test Your Knowledge
1. What did the voice from Heaven say that He would glorify?
A. Son of God
B. Holy Spirit
C. The Temple
D. His Name
2. Jesus said, “The voice was for your benefit, not mine.”
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Which one of the major prophets did Jesus quote from in this chapter?
A. Isaiah
B. Jeremiah
C. Samuel
D. Elijah	

4. Some of the Jewish leaders believed in Jesus but wouldn’t admit it. Why not?
A. They were afraid they would be expelled from the synagogue
B. They loved the praise of men more than the praise of God
C. They were afraid that they might be wrong
D. All of the above
E. Only A and B

5. Who told Jesus what to say in this chapter?
A. Holy Spirit
B. John the Baptist
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]The Father
D. No one, His words were His own


Bonus (20 Points): In verse 27, Jesus says that His spirit or soul was “troubled”.  Did Jesus ever talk about being “troubled” anywhere else in scripture?  Give references if you find any.  ____________________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)


Recap from the Last Class
Jesus’ final week began with a dinner in Bethany where Mary anoints Him with an entire pound of expensive perfume, symbolizing both His kingship and His coming burial, provoking Judas who John notes, “was a thief” and revealing his greed that would soon lead to Jesus’ betrayal.  As crowds flock to Jesus because of Lazarus’ resurrection, the religious leaders panic over losing influence and plot to kill both Jesus and Lazarus. During the triumphant entry, massive Passover crowds greet Jesus with palm branches and cries of Hosanna, expecting a political liberator, while He fulfills prophecy by riding a never‑ridden donkey into Jerusalem. Later, Greek seekers approach Philip, showing the widening reach of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus then declares that His hour has come, explaining through the image of a kernel of wheat dying, that His death will produce new life for many, calling His followers to reject worldly attachments, serve Him fully, and live in a way that reflects His example.
John – Chapter 12 Verses 27-52 (NLT)
27 “Now my soul is deeply troubled. Should I pray, ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But this is the very reason I came! 28 Father, bring glory to your name.”
Then a voice spoke from heaven, saying, “I have already brought glory to my name, and I will do so again.” 29 When the crowd heard the voice, some thought it was thunder, while others declared an angel had spoken to him.
30 Then Jesus told them, “The voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out. 32 And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate how he was going to die.
34 The crowd responded, “We understood from Scripture that the Messiah would live forever. How can you say the Son of Man will die? Just who is this Son of Man, anyway?”
35 Jesus replied, “My light will shine for you just a little longer. Walk in the light while you can, so the darkness will not overtake you. Those who walk in the darkness cannot see where they are going. 36 Put your trust in the light while there is still time; then you will become children of the light.”
After saying these things, Jesus went away and was hidden from them.


The Unbelief of the People
37 But despite all the miraculous signs Jesus had done, most of the people still did not believe in him. 38 This is exactly what Isaiah the prophet had predicted:
“LORD, who has believed our message?
    To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful arm?” 
39 But the people couldn’t believe, for as Isaiah also said,
40 “The Lord has blinded their eyes
    and hardened their hearts—
so that their eyes cannot see,
    and their hearts cannot understand,
and they cannot turn to me
    and have me heal them.” 
41 Isaiah was referring to Jesus when he said this, because he saw the future and spoke of the Messiah’s glory. 42 Many people did believe in him, however, including some of the Jewish leaders. But they wouldn’t admit it for fear that the Pharisees would expel them from the synagogue. 43 For they loved human praise more than the praise of God.
44 Jesus shouted to the crowds, “If you trust me, you are trusting not only me, but also God who sent me. 45 For when you see me, you are seeing the one who sent me. 46 I have come as a light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will no longer remain in the dark. 47 I will not judge those who hear me but don’t obey me, for I have come to save the world and not to judge it. 48 But all who reject me and my message will be judged on the day of judgment by the truth I have spoken. 49 I don’t speak on my own authority. The Father who sent me has commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50 And I know his commands lead to eternal life; so I say whatever the Father tells me to say.”
Verses 27 thru 30 (A Voice from Heaven)‬‬‬‬‬
	Last week we ended with Jesus talking about how He must die and be buried, if He is going to bring about an abundant harvest. The way He was talking about it in those last few verses put a positive spin on it, but Jesus would have to suffer greatly for this to be accomplished.  In verse 27, Jesus says the He is deeply troubled about His eminent crucifixion.  This scene is one where you can truly see Jesus’ humanity, and it is comforting to know that Jesus also was burdened by things of this world.  Even though He knew that He would be raised from the dead, the impending crucifixion weighed heavily on His mind.  Only two other times is scripture does it say that His soul was troubled and they were in the 11th and 13th chapter of John.  The first time was when He saw the weeping of the people over Lazarus’ death and the other time was when He was reflecting on Judas’ betrayal.
	We to are often burdened by worries in this life and Jesus gives us the perfect example in this chapter of what we should do during these times.  Jesus prays to the Father and tells Him about His circumstance and then He praises Him.  Our prayers should not just be a wish list of things that we want or continuing list of the things that are wrong in this life, but they should also be about praising God for the things that you have in your life and the things that He will do in the future.  I always start out my prayer in the morning by thanking Him for just being who He is, and for all of the blessings that He has given me.  I try to make sure that I praise and thank Him more than I ask for Him to do things.  It will change your prayer life and bring you closer to God if you follow this example.  But this isn’t my example that I came up with, it is the example that Jesus gave us in Matthew 6:9-13.
	When Jesus finished this short prayer that ended with “bring glory to your name”, God audibly answered Him and said that He had already glorified His name, and He would do so again in the future.  God had glorified His name by sending His only begotten Son to earth to bring salvation to men, and He would glorify it again when He was raised from the dead. The people standing around Him heard something, but they could not discern what was said.  Some just thought it was thunder and some said that it was an angel speaking.  This same thing happened to the companions of Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:9, 22:9).  They heard a voice or the sound of a voice but could not understand what was being said.  There are several other places in scripture where God’s voice is said to sound like thunder, including in Job where God is speaking to Him and says how His voice thunders in 40:9.     
Verses 31 thru 33 (Lifted Up)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus once again predicts His death, and He says that He will be “lifted up from the earth.”  Jesus was not only telling them that He would die, but by telling them that He would be lifted up, He was telling them that He would be crucified.  They would nail you to the cross, and then several men would lift up the cross and put it in a hole.  Part of the purpose of this was so that you could be seen by everyone.  The Roman’s not only wanted this to be painful, but they wanted to do it publicly where everyone could see it. 	They intended this cross to be a sign of punishment, but today that same cross is synonymous with forgiveness and freedom.  

Verses 34 thru 36 (Misunderstood)‬‬‬‬‬
	The people in the crowd were looking at Jesus as the Messiah, but when He tells them that He must die, they are confused.  They had been taught that the Messiah would live forever, so they now cannot understand how He can claim to be the Messiah and die.  It seemed that most of them had ignored the prophecies from Isaiah (53.5-9), Daniel (9:26), David (Psalms 9:26) and Zechariah (12:10) about how the Messiah would suffer and die.  They had overlooked all of these prophecies, because they did not fit the narrative that they had in mind for a military Messiah that would free them from the oppression of the Romans.  Now they start to question “who is this Son of Man?”  They no longer believe that Jesus is the Messiah.  Be careful when you read scripture and make sure you understand what it is saying and not what you want it to say.
	Jesus tells them that He will only be with them a little longer and that they should walk in His light while they still can.  Many of them would abandon Him after He was crucified and would go back into the dark lives that they had been living before they met Jesus.  We can’t just follow Him in the good times and then run away when things are tough.
Verses 37 thru 41 (Isaiah’s Prophecy)‬‬‬‬‬
	In verse 41, the apostle John starts speaking again and tells the people to whom Isaiah was writing about in his prophecy.  Isaiah had lived about 700 years before the birth of Christ, and he looked into the future and saw how the people would react to the Messiah.  Despite all of the miraculous signs that Jesus had performed, the people still did not believe that He was the Messiah.  We can read about all of these same miracles and people still refuse to admit that He is the Messiah today.  Isaiah knew and recorded that people would hear and see all of these things and still would be blinded and harden their hearts toward Jesus.  If you ever are witnessing to someone who refuses to believe who Jesus is, you can show them this section of scripture from Isaiah to let them know that they are fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy (6:10 and 53:1).
Verses 42 and 43 (The Praise of Men)‬‬‬‬‬
	John tells us in these verses that some of the Jewish believers began to believe that Jesus was the Messiah but would not publicly admit it.  These Jewish leaders had been warned that anyone who followed Jesus would be cast out of the Temple, and they would lose their place in society.  John specifically says that they “loved human praise more than the praise of God.”  Many people are still like that today and they want to believe in Jesus, but they are scared how people will treat them if they make a public profession of faith.
	
These people may make it to Heaven, but I would hate to stand in front of Jesus and tell Him that I was scared of what men would do to me for acknowledging Him.  I will always boldly proclaim as Paul did, “for I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes (Romans 1:16).”  Shame is one of the biggest tricks of the Devil, and he always wants you to fear what others will think of you.  Don’t worry about what other people think about you and instead worry about whether they know Jesus as their savior.  Here are a few good scriptures to remember when you are worried about what other people will think if you witness to them.  
Hebrews 13:6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. KJV
Galatians 1:10 Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ. NIV
1 John 4:4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. NKJV
1 Peter 3:14 But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats. NLT
Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” NKJV
Verses 44 thru 50 (The Father and I are One)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus is speaking to the crowd again in this section, and He is trying to make one last appeal to them.  According to the book of John, this would be the last time Jesus would witness to the lost before his crucifixion. Jesus pleads with them to trust in Him.  He emphasizes that if they trust in Him, that they are also trusting in the Father who sent Him.  Jesus makes the statement in this section that He “did not come to Judge the world but to save it.”  Some people get confused with this section of scripture because they have always been taught that Jesus will be the one who will judge the world and that is true (John 5:22, Acts 17:31, 2 Tim. 4:1).  	
The point they are missing in this section is that Jesus said, “He did not come” and this is in reference to Him coming to the earth as a man.  His purpose in His first coming was to bring salvation to the world through His message and not to judge it at this time.  But the very words that He spoke to the people will be the basis for His judgement in His second coming.  He came to earth the first time as a savior, when He comes back again, He will be coming back to judge the world.  
This is the message that we need to be communicating to the lost people of this world.  Jesus is coming back and we don’t know when that will be. Accepting Jesus and repenting of their sins is the only way that they will get to spend eternity in Heaven.  Last week I closed with the best words that we will ever hear which are “well done thou good and faithful servant.”  This week I will close with what will be the worst thing that anyone will ever hear, and that is to stand before Jesus on judgement day and hear Him say, “depart from me for I never knew you.” 
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Materials from previous classes can be found on www.aceng.net/Bible-Corner[image: ] 
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