Acts Chapter 4 – Test Your Knowledge

1. How many men were added to the church in chapter 4?
A. 2000
B. 3000
C. 4000
D. 5000

2. What did the Sadducees not like about Peter and John’s sermon?
A. Peter and John were preaching in the court of the Gentiles
B. The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead
C. The Sadducees did not believe that Peter and John healed the lame man
D. Peter and John were both Pharisees 

3. What happened in chapter 4?
A. A lame man was healed
B. Peter and John were arrested
C. Ananias and Sapphira die
D. The church selected the first deacons	

4. What scripture did Peter quote from in this chapter?
A. Psalms 118:22
B. Proverbs 31:30
C. Isaiah 4:1
D. John 3:16 

5. What happened when they prayed in verse 31?
A. They were filled with the Holy Ghost
B. The building shook
C. Both “A” and “B”
D. None of the above

Bonus (20 Points):  What island/country was Barnabas from? ___________

Grade:_____ (20 Points for each correct answer)
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 4
	In Acts chapter 3 the apostles had performed a great miracle and a man who had been lame for more than 40 years was healed.  A crowd had formed and Peter used the opportunity to preach the name of Jesus to the hungry souls.  Acts chapter 4 starts off right where chapter 3 ended but now instead of people rejoicing over a miracle, the Temple guards now arresting Peter and John.
Peter and John before the Council
1 While Peter and John were speaking to the people, they were confronted by the priests, the captain of the Temple guard, and some of the Sadducees. 2 These leaders were very disturbed that Peter and John were teaching the people that through Jesus there is a resurrection of the dead. 3 They arrested them and, since it was already evening, put them in jail until morning. 4 But many of the people who heard their message believed it, so the number of men who believed now totaled about 5,000.
5 The next day the council of all the rulers and elders and teachers of religious law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, along with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and other relatives of the high priest. 7 They brought in the two disciples and demanded, “By what power, or in whose name, have you done this?”
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of our people, 9 are we being questioned today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know how he was healed? 10 Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised from the dead. 11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says,
‘The stone that you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.’
12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.”
13 The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing right there among them, there was nothing the council could say. 15 So they ordered Peter and John out of the council chamber and conferred among themselves.
16 “What should we do with these men?” they asked each other. “We can’t deny that they have performed a miraculous sign, and everybody in Jerusalem knows about it. 17 But to keep them from spreading their propaganda any further, we must warn them not to speak to anyone in Jesus’ name again.” 18 So they called the apostles back in and commanded them never again to speak or teach in the name of Jesus.
19 But Peter and John replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? 20 We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.”
21 The council then threatened them further, but they finally let them go because they didn’t know how to punish them without starting a riot. For everyone was praising God 22 for this miraculous sign—the healing of a man who had been lame for more than forty years.
The Believers Pray for Courage
23 As soon as they were freed, Peter and John returned to the other believers and told them what the leading priests and elders had said.24 When they heard the report, all the believers lifted their voices together in prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— 25 you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant, saying,
‘Why were the nations so angry? Why did they waste their time with futile plans?
26 The kings of the earth prepared for battle; the rulers gathered together
against the Lord and against his Messiah.’
27 “In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate the governor, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united against Jesus, your holy servant, whom you anointed. 28 But everything they did was determined beforehand according to your will.29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness.
The Believers Share Their Possessions
32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had. 33 The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon them all. 34 There were no needy people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.
36 For instance, there was Joseph, the one the apostles nicknamed Barnabas (which means “Son of Encouragement”). He was from the tribe of Levi and came from the island of Cyprus. 37 He sold a field he owned and brought the money to the apostles.
Verses 1 thru 3 (Arrested for Preaching)‬‬‬‬‬
	As Peter and John are preaching to the crowd, some Sadducees heard the sermon and are instantly infuriated.  The Sadducees were a religious/political group that only believed in the written form of the Torah and specifically did not believe in any type of resurrection of the dead.  Since Peter and John were preaching about how Jesus rose from the dead, the Sadducees had the Temple guards to arrest them and throw them in jail.  The Sanhedrin was a type of court that was made up of 70 Sadducees, Pharisis and other leaders of the community as well as the high priest.  This group met everyday and because it was already evening and the court had retired for the day, the apostles were kept in jail until the court hearing the next morning.
It is hard to imagine that in the midst of a great miracle these religious leaders could only have jealousy and hatred in their hearts.  Instead of giving God the glory and praising his holy name, they decide to seize the leaders of this movement and try to silence them.  They could see how quickly this movement was gaining momentum and they intended to eradicate it before it got any bigger.
Verse 4 (The Church is Growing)‬‬‬‬‬
Before the Temple guards and the Sadducees managed to imprison Peter and John, the crowds had seen the miracle and heard the gospel. On the day of Pentecost the church grew to 3000 men.  After this miracle and the inspired preaching of the gospel, the church grew to 5000 men meaning that 2000 men accepted Jesus into their hearts that day.
Verse 5-7 (The Sanhedrin Court)‬‬‬‬‬
	The next morning Peter and John are brought before the Sanhedrin court to face their charges.  This court was made up of rulers, elders, teachers, priest and other influential people.  This court Annas had been the high priest from AD 6 – AD 15 and still maintained a high position in the court.  Caiaphas (Annas’ son-in-law) was the high priest during this time and he served from AD 18 - AD 36.  Caiaphas then demanded from the apostles “By what power, or in whose name, have you done this?”  I’m sure Caiaphas had already heard that they were preaching in the name of Jesus, so why would he ask them this question?  He probably expected the apostles to be meek and beg for forgiveness, but what he heard next was probably unexpected.
Verse 8-12 (Filled with the Holy Spirit)‬‬‬‬‬
	Peter is filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and boldly flips the script and asked them if they are being tried for doing a good deed for a crippled man.  Why would anyone be imprisoned and dragged into court for doing a good deed?  The question that the court really wanted to know was by what authority was this man healed.  Peter and John were not members of this elite group of privileged religious leaders, and Sanhedrin had not given them permission to be doing good deeds?  The hypocrisy is that they were jealous that ordinary men were usurping the power of the court and they were losing their influence and power over the people.  This same scene will be played out many times in the New Testament where the Jewish leaders try to maintain their power by harassing believers, dragging them into court, throwing them in jail, whipping, stoning and killing the disciples.
	Peter now clearly states the answer to their question about who’s power and boldly tells them that the crippled man was healed in the powerful name of Jesus Christ.  Then once again he accuses them of crucifying Jesus but tells them that God raised him from the dead.  Now Peter quotes from Psalm 118:22 to show them that this was prophesied long ago that they would reject the cornerstone of salvation.  Peter concludes his defense by telling them that there is no other name by which men can be saved than Jesus.  
Verse 13-15 (Amazed)‬‬‬‬‬
	The apostles had shocked the Sanhedrin with their response and the court was amazed by their response.  They were just ordinary fishermen with no formal training, but yet their knowledge of the scriptures and the boldness of their response had made the court question who these men really were.  The time that they had spent with Jesus and the empowering of the Holy Spirit had thoroughly prepared them for this moment and they made the court marvel at their response.
	As mentioned in a previous class, the lame man that had been healed was well known to the Sanhedrin since he was begging at the gates everyday.  Now this same man was standing there among them and they could not deny the miracle he had received.
	Because the court was obviously not prepared for the apostles response, they ordered them to be taken outside while they discussed the matter in private.  If the apostles were taken outside and presumable only the Sanhedrin court members remained, how was Luke able to record what transpired in this private meeting?  The answer is probably found in Acts 26:10 where we learn that Saul (Paul) had “cast his vote” against the early Christians.  Since Saul was Pharisee, he was probably refereeing to him voting in the Sanhedrin court and he was probably present in this private meeting.  Since Luke was Paul’s traveling companion, he likely told him about this meeting and therefore Luke was able to include it in his writing in this chapter. 
Verse 16-18 (Attempting to Silencing the Apostles)‬‬‬‬‬
	When everyone had been removed from the court, they agreed that they could not deny that a miracle had happened.  So rather than condemning them for doing something that the Sanhedrin had not authorized, they decided to silence the apostles to prevent them from spreading the gospel.  This threat was one that could have led the apostles being imprisoned, beaten or worse.  They called them back into the court and told Peter and John that they speak or teach in the name of Jesus.  
Verse 19-22 (We Obey God)‬‬‬‬‬
	The apostle once again stood before the court and had to make a decision.  They had just been threatened by the highest Jewish court in the world and now they had to chose between obeying God or bending to the will of the court.  What would you have done?  Do Christians face similar decisions today?
	Peter and John boldly told the court that they would not, rather could not stop telling everyone about the Good News of Jesus Christ.  When we face these types of trials in our own lives, we need to be prepared to stand up and defend what we believe.  Too many times in today’s society we remain silent and do not speak up to defend what we believe.  Over the years we have allowed people to take away our God given rights and it has slowly corrupted our country.  We need to be willing to fight for what we believe!
	The apostles were threatened further not to speak in the name of Jesus, but when the Sanhedrin saw that it was not working, they released them.  They were afraid of starting a riot and did not want to go against the will of the people for they were all praising God for the miracle that had just happened.
Verse 23-31 (Corporate Prayer)‬‬‬‬‬
	After Peter and John were set free, they immediately found the other believers and shared their story.  They had used the name of Jesus, and a lame man had been healed. They had been imprisoned and taken to court but had emerged victorious.  They had an opportunity to boldly proclaim the gospel to the Sanhedrin, and although they did not know it at the time had preached to the greatest missionary who would ever live (Paul).
	Now this group of believers prayed in unity and praised God.  Whoever led this prayer was quoting from Psalm 2 and King David was prophesying about the persecution that would be brought against Jesus and his followers.  This very persecution was part of what the apostles had just went through.
	It is important that the prayer also requested boldness for the believers that they might be able to stand up during these challenging times and spread the gospel message.  They also asked for the power to heal and perform signs and wonders to confirm that they were speaking on behalf of Jesus Christ.
	At the end of this prayer, much like on the day of Pentecost, the building they were in shook and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit once again.  This is now the third time in a matter of days that the Bible records Peter being filled with the Holy Spirit and should let us know that this is not a one-time event when you get saved.  We should continually be seeking the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that he may be actively working in our lives.
Verse 32-37 (Sharing Their Possessions)‬‬‬‬‬
	After this the believers shared everything that they had, and no one was lacking in anything.  In verse 36 and 37 we learn about a man named Joseph who had a nickname of Barnabas.  This man sold a field and gave the money to the apostles to distribute to those in need.  This is the same Barnabas that would later travel with Paul, Luke and Timothy and spread the gospel.
Read Chapter 5 before our next class.
