    Acts Chapter 24 – Test Your Knowledge
1. How long was Paul in Caesarea before the high priest arrived?
A. 3 days
B. 5 days
C. 1 Year
D. 2 years

2. What was the name of the Jewish lawyer who testified against Paul?
A. Annanias
B. Drusilla
C. Tertullus
D. Tacitus

3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041][bookmark: _Hlk208256085]When the trial began, how long had it been since Paul first arrived in Jerusalem? 
A. 8 days
B. 12 days
C. 3 months
D. 2 years

4. Who succeeded Felix as Governor of Judea?
A.  Herod Aggripa II
B.  Claudius Lysias
C.  Pontus Pilate
D.  Porcius Festus

5. How long did Paul stay in prison at Herod’s Palace?
A. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]1 year
B. 2 years
C. 3 years
D. 4 years

Bonus (20 Points): Drusilla had a brother who was a ruler. Who was he? ____________
 
Grade: _____    (20 Points for each correct answer)



	In chapter 23, Paul was taken before the Sanhedrin court where he curses the high priest and then instigates an argument between the Pharisees and the Sadducees about the resurrection of the dead.  The Roman commander is forced to rescue Paul and take him back to the barracks.  Some assassins form a plot to kill Paul, but Paul’s nephew overhears the plans and warns the Roman commander.  The commander decides to form a large force and move Paul to Caesarea to face trial before Governor Felix.  Felix agrees to hear Paul’s case when the Jewish leaders arrive, and Paul was kept as a prisoner in Herod’s Palace. 
 Paul Appears before Felix
1 Five days later Ananias, the high priest, arrived with some of the Jewish elders and the lawyer Tertullus, to present their case against Paul to the governor. 2 When Paul was called in, Tertullus presented the charges against Paul in the following address to the governor:
“You have provided a long period of peace for us Jews and with foresight have enacted reforms for us. 3 For all of this, Your Excellency, we are very grateful to you. 4 But I don’t want to bore you, so please give me your attention for only a moment. 5 We have found this man to be a troublemaker who is constantly stirring up riots among the Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the cult known as the Nazarenes. 6 Furthermore, he was trying to desecrate the Temple when we arrested him. 8 You can find out the truth of our accusations by examining him yourself.” 9 Then the other Jews chimed in, declaring that everything Tertullus said was true.
10 The governor then motioned for Paul to speak. Paul said, “I know, sir, that you have been a judge of Jewish affairs for many years, so I gladly present my defense before you. 11 You can quickly discover that I arrived in Jerusalem no more than twelve days ago to worship at the Temple. 12 My accusers never found me arguing with anyone in the Temple, nor stirring up a riot in any synagogue or on the streets of the city. 13 These men cannot prove the things they accuse me of doing.
14 “But I admit that I follow the Way, which they call a cult. I worship the God of our ancestors, and I firmly believe the Jewish law and everything written in the prophets. 15 I have the same hope in God that these men have, that he will raise both the righteous and the unrighteous. 16 Because of this, I always try to maintain a clear conscience before God and all people.
17 “After several years away, I returned to Jerusalem with money to aid my people and to offer sacrifices to God. 18 My accusers saw me in the Temple as I was completing a purification ceremony. There was no crowd around me and no rioting. 19 But some Jews from the province of Asia were there—and they ought to be here to bring charges if they have anything against me! 20 Ask these men here what crime the Jewish high council found me guilty of, 21 except for the one time I shouted out, ‘I am on trial before you today because I believe in the resurrection of the dead!’”
22 At that point Felix, who was quite familiar with the Way, adjourned the hearing and said, “Wait until Lysias, the garrison commander, arrives. Then I will decide the case.” 23 He ordered an officer to keep Paul in custody but to give him some freedom and allow his friends to visit him and take care of his needs.
24 A few days later Felix came back with his wife, Drusilla, who was Jewish. Sending for Paul, they listened as he told them about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 As he reasoned with them about righteousness and self-control and the coming day of judgment, Felix became frightened. “Go away for now,” he replied. “When it is more convenient, I’ll call for you again.” 26 He also hoped that Paul would bribe him, so he sent for him quite often and talked with him.
27 After two years went by in this way, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And because Felix wanted to gain favor with the Jewish people, he left Paul in prison.
Verse 1 (The Accusers)
Paul has now been held at Herod’s Palace as a prisoner for 5 days.  The Jewish leaders had been told to go to Caesarea and that Paul’s trial would be held there by Governor Felix.  This must have been a shock to the Sanhedrin since their authority before Felix was very limited and now they were under Roman law and not their Jewish law.  The Sanhedrin decided to hire a Jewish lawyer named Tertullus to ensure that their case was presented properly in this new court.  Much like our courts today, lawyers were needed to follow the rules and customs of the Roman court.  We are also told that the high priest along with the elders all travel to Caesarea for this high-profile case.
Verses 2 thru 4 (Opening Statement)
	Tertullus begins his comments in a typical Roman manner by recognizing Felix’s authority and by using some flattery to acknowledge his success in keeping the peace and prosperity in the region. According to a Roman historian named Tacitus, Antonius Felix had started out his life as a slave but later gained his freedom by his brother’s influence with the emperor (Histories 5.9).  Tacticus also wrote about how Felix cruel and corrupt.  Felix’s methods of keeping the peace were brutal and he was known for killing anyone who revolted against the Roman government (Annals 12.54). By giving flattery to Felix about his ability to keep the peace, Tertullus was actually laying the groundwork for his impending accusations.
Verses 5 thru 9 (The Accusations)
	Tertullus lays out three separate accusations against Paul but only one of them was a criminal offense.  His first accusation was that Paul was the leader of a sect or a cult of people known as the Nazarenes.  This is the only place in the Bible where Christians are called the sect of the Nazarenes and the accusation from Tertullus is that this cult has been causing trouble for the Jews all over the world.  There was a well known saying in those days that “can anything good come out of Nazareth” (John 1:46), and this was said in relation to Nazareth being the hometown of Jesus.  This charge had no basis as a crime in Roman law but was an issue for the Jewish leaders.  It is also a false claim that he is the ringleader of the sect, since there is a clear line of authority in the church at that time and James the brother of Jesus was the leader of the church (Acts 15:19).  
	The second accusation was that Paul was starting riots all over the world.  In a way this is actually an acknowledgement of Paul’s fame and his success as a missionary.  Paul never started a riot in any of the places that he had ever visited, and in contrast it was actually the Jews that had started the riots in most of these instances.  They offered no proof of these claims, and no witnesses were brought forward to verify any of the accusations.  Witnesses or evidence was required in Roman law to convict anyone of a crime.  Since Felix had a history of suppressing riots, this was probably an attempt to appeal to a subject that was near and dear to his heart. Keeping peace was one of the things that kept a Governor in power.
	The third accusation against Paul was that he had profaned the Temple.  This was the only actual charge that had any legal merit since the Roman’s did recognize profaning the Temple as worthy of punishment.  Although Tertullus does not give specific details here or at least Luke does not record it, this was in reference to some Jews who said that Paul had brought Trophimus who was not a Jew into the Temple.  The problem with this charge is that there were no witnesses present and hearsay was not allowed in the Roman courts.  This was also a false statement because had Paul been found inside the Temple with Trophimus, Trophimus would have been stoned to death by the people who found him and there was no record of his stoning.
Verses 10 thru 13 (The Rebuttal)
	After Tertullus has finished with his accusations, Paul gives his rebuttal to the charges.  Paul does not have a high-profile lawyer like the Jews have, but he is impowered with the truth and the power of the Holy Spirit.  In Mark 13:11, Jesus tells the disciples not to worry about what they will use as a defense when they are brought before the courts, because the Holy Spirit would be their lawyer and they would be told what to say by Him.
	Paul begins by recognizing Felix’s knowledge of the Jews and history as a judge.  Since Paul is familiar with Roman law, he knows that they have no evidence of their claims.  He is overjoyed with the opportunity to defend himself and have another chance to witness to those in attendance.  Paul quickly points out that he only arrived in Jerusalem twelve days ago and he has been in Roman custody over half of that time.  He also points out that they have not provided witnesses or evidence for any of the charges and that he is the only credible witness at the trial.  
Verses 14 thru 21 (Paul’s Confession of Faith)
	Tertullus had called it the sect of the Nazarenes and Paul now tells Felix that it is called “The Way”.  This term was probably from where Jesus made the statement in John 14:6 that He was the way the truth and the life.  Paul lets Felix know that he has not abandoned his faith and that he still believes in all of the things that are written in the Law and the Prophets.  He points out that he believes in the resurrection of the dead and says that it is the same hope as “these men” have.  This probably angered most of the Jews that had come from Jerusalem, because the high priest and many of the elders were Sadducees who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead.
	Paul tells Felix that he has been away from Jerusalem for many years and that the reason he returned was to bring aid to his Jewish brothers in Jerusalem.  Paul had taken up an offering from the churches in Galatia, Macedonia, Corinth and Achaia to take back to Jerusalem to help during the famine. Paul now points out the critical point to Felix that there are no witnesses present who can corroborate these charges that had been brought against him.
Verses 22 and 23 (Felix Delays His Decision)
	Felix decides that he has heard enough for now and he postpones the trial until he can talk to the Roman commander Lysias.  There is no record that Felix ever called Lysias to Caesarea or that Lysias gave the Governor any further information about the case.  Felix seems to be convinced of Paul’s innocence at this point, but he also doesn’t want to anger the Jews.  Delaying the trial would avoid the issue for now and he wanted to hear more about Jesus.  Luke tells us that Felix was familiar with “The Way” and he had probably heard much about it when he was in Jerusalem.  Felix decides to keep Paul in custody at this point but allows him to have partial freedom.  He allows Paul to have guests and allows them to care for his needs.  Today we would probably call this type of treatment house arrest.


Verses 24 and 25 (Witnessing to Felix and Drusilla)
	A few days later, Felix calls for Paul to meet with him and his wife Drusilla.  Drusilla was the brother of Herod Agrippa II and the sister of Bernice.  According to the Jewish historian Josephus, Drusilla was married to King Azizus of Emesa when she was 14 years old, but she was soon seduced by Felix and left King Azizus to marry Felix (Antiquites 20.141-142).  Drusilla was a Jew and she was the daughter of King Agrippa who had James beheaded and imprisoned Peter (Acts 12:2-4). 
	This meeting with Paul was not part of his trial but rather an attempt by Felix and Drusilla to learn more about Jesus.  It seems like they were genuinely curious about Jesus and wanted to learn more about what it meant to be a Christian or a follower of The Way.  Although Luke only gives us a few sentences about what Paul talked about during this meeting, I’m sure that Paul’s conversation with them was lengthy and detailed.  Luke lets us know that Paul talked about righteousness, self-control and the coming judgement for sinners.  As we have previously discussed, Felix was cruel and corrupt in his duties as a Governor and Drusilla was his 3rd wife.  Felix was overcome with conviction about the sin in his life, but he was unwilling to repent and follow Jesus.  This conviction was so bad that he sends Paul away, but he tells him that he will call on him again at a more “convenient time”.
	This is a typical answer for many people today who are under conviction, and they often want to delay their decision for Christ to a more convenient time.  The problem with this is that we never know what our last day will be, and a convenient time may never come.  We must convince people that they should not wait and that they should give their life to Christ today!  Many people think that they need to clean up their life before they get saved, but the blood of Jesus is what makes us clean and it will wash away all of our sins.
Verses 26 and 27 (The Love of Money)
	Felix leaves Paul on house arrest for the next two years and he occasionally calls him in to discuss Christianity more.  He was probably interested in learning more about it, but not willing to give his heart to Christ.  He was also waiting to see if Paul or some of his companions would give him a bribe to let Paul go.  This love of money shows the condition of his heart and his unwillingness to surrender to Christ.  
	Felix was finally succeeded by Porcius Festus as Governor of Judea around 60 A.D..  Now Paul would have to start over again pleading his case before the new Governor. 
Read Chapter 25 before our next class.

