
The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 1
The book of Acts was written by Luke according to most scholars, although he never directly states that he is the author.  So how do we know he wrote the book of Acts?
Luke 1:3 says, “Having carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I also have decided to write an accurate account for you, most honorable Theophilus,”.  In Acts 1:1 the author says, “In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach”.  So, we know that Acts was the second letter written to “Theophilus” by Luke.  The book of Luke and Acts were originally a two-volume book/scroll with the book of Luke being the first book.  There is also evidence by examining the writing style, that both books were written by the same person. 
Luke probably wrote the book of Acts somewhere around 60-62 A.D while he was with Paul in Rome as he was awaiting trial.  
The Promise of the Holy Spirit (NLT)
1In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit.3 During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God.
4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5 John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
The Ascension of Jesus
6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?”
7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
9 After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. 10 As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!”
Matthias Replaces Judas
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, a distance of half a mile. 13 When they arrived, they went to the upstairs room of the house where they were staying.
Here are the names of those who were present: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James (son of Alphaeus), Simon (the zealot), and Judas (son of James). 14 They all met together and were constantly united in prayer, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus.
15 During this time, when about 120 believers were together in one place, Peter stood up and addressed them. 16 “Brothers,” he said, “the Scriptures had to be fulfilled concerning Judas, who guided those who arrested Jesus. This was predicted long ago by the Holy Spirit, speaking through King David. 17 Judas was one of us and shared in the ministry with us.”
18 (Judas had bought a field with the money he received for his treachery. Falling headfirst there, his body split open, spilling out all his intestines. 19 The news of his death spread to all the people of Jerusalem, and they gave the place the Aramaic name Akeldama, which means “Field of Blood.”)
20 Peter continued, “This was written in the book of Psalms, where it says, ‘Let his home become desolate, with no one living in it.’ It also says, ‘Let someone else take his position.’
21 “So now we must choose a replacement for Judas from among the men who were with us the entire time we were traveling with the Lord Jesus— 22 from the time he was baptized by John until the day he was taken from us. Whoever is chosen will join us as a witness of Jesus’ resurrection.”
23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they all prayed, “O Lord, you know every heart. Show us which of these men you have chosen 25 as an apostle to replace Judas in this ministry, for he has deserted us and gone where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and Matthias was selected to become an apostle with the other eleven.
Commentary
Verse 1 (Introduction)
Theophilus is referred to in Luke 1:3 as “most honorable”. The name Theophilus along with the title leads us to believe that he was likely a Roman with a high standing in society.  He may have been just another believer who wanted to know more about Jesus and the Church, or he may have been a member of the Roman court who wanted to know more about who Paul was and why he was being tried before Cesar.  Some people believe that this was Luke writing Paul’s defense case to try to free him from his house arrest in Rome.
Verses 2 thru 5 (40 days with the disciples)
These versus describe the time that Jesus spent with his disciples after he rose from the grave, until the time that he ascended into Heaven.  The scripture tells us that Jesus gave the disciples and others instruction “through the Holy Spirit”.  Although the Holy Spirit had not come to the disciple, the Holy Spirit had always been with Jesus.  During the 40 days after his resurrection, he appeared to the disciples and other believers several times and further instructs them on what they should do (Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24 and John 20 & 21).
Jesus tells them to stay in Jerusalem until they receive the “gift”.  This was a gift that would change their lives and give them knowledge, discernment and power.  This will be discussed more in Chapter 2.
Verses 6 thru 8 (Restoring the Kingdom)
	The Roman’s had been oppressing the Jews for many years and all of them were looking forward to the time when the Kingdom of Israel would be delivered by the Messiah.  With all of the prophecies that Jesus had fulfilled and now that he had been resurrected, the disciples were hoping that he would take his rightful throne and end their suffering.  Jesus does not directly answer their question but tells them that the Father sets that date and time, and it is not for them to know.  Like the disciples, we should also be eagerly awaiting the return of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, but while still fulfilling the great commission.  
Verses 9 thru 11 (Jesus Ascension)
	The NASB says that a “cloud took him” and the NIV says that a “cloud hid him”.  These are probably better translations than the NLT and I do not think this was an ordinary cloud.  This was the “Shekinah Glory” that had filled the temple and lead the children of Israel through the wilderness. 
	The disciples are standing there straining their eyes to see Jesus for the last time.  There was probably lots of emotion going on, but it was necessary for him to leave so that the “Comforter” could come (John 16:7).  
	Two men in white apparel suddenly stood near them.  These were likely angels, and they questioned why they were still staring at the sky.  These two angels could be the same two who were at the empty tomb (Matthew 28:3, Mark 16:5 and Luke 24:4).  Their message in the other gospels and in verse 11 seems similar.  Jesus had told the disciples that he would rise on the 3rd day, but yet they still seemed confused when they saw the empty tomb.  They also seem confused or bewildered as he ascended to Heaven, but yet he had told them that he was going away to prepare a place for them and that he would return again (John 14:3).  Just believe and do what you are told to do is the angels main message. 
Verses 12 thru 14 (Wait at Jerusalem)
	After hearing the angels message and remembering that Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem, the disciples were obedient and returned.  All of the disciples and some other believers stayed in the upper room of a house.  The scripture tells us that they were united and praying.  That is how the church should be today.  The scripture also tells us that Jesus’ brothers were among those gathered in the upper room.  This is notable because before Jesus was crucified, that his brothers did not believe that he was the Messiah (John 7:5).  James, the brother of Jesus, was likely among them and he later becomes one of the leaders in the early church in Jerusalem.

	Here we find the same Peter who had denied Jesus 3 times, the same Peter who had cut off the ear of the servant of the high priest, the same Peter who walked on water and lost his faith and sank.  This same Peter is now standing up in the midst of the disciples and taking charge as the new leader.  Peter may seem like the least among them to become the new leader, but God doesn’t always call the qualified, he qualifies those that he calls.
	Peter now stands among 120 of his fellow believers and tells them how Judas Iscariot fulfilled Zechariah’s prophecy (11:12-13).  Peter gives some gory details about how Judas attempted to hang himself, but he apparently failed and fell to his death.  The 30 pieces of silver (Matt. 26:15) that Judas had taken to betray Jesus had been returned to the pharisees, and they used it to buy the Field of Blood (Matt. 27:3-10).
	Peter also tells them that they should choose another disciple to take Judas’ place, and this fulfilled the prophecy in Psalms 109:8, “Let his years be few; let someone else take his position”. 
Verses 21 thru 26 (Choosing a replacement)
	The disciples now must choose a replacement for Judas and Peter lays out the criteria for the new disciple. This new disciple must have been with them since the baptism of John and continued to serve with them through his crucifixion and resurrection.  This was important because this new disciple would need to help spread the gospel. He needed to have firsthand knowledge of everything that Jesus said and be an eyewitness to the miracles that he performed.  All of the disciples (including us) are required to fulfill the great commission, and we need to know what Jesus said and did, if we are going to be successful at completing this task.
	Now that Peter had set the standard for the next disciple, they chose two worthy men from among the 120 who were gathered together in the upper room.  Barsabas and Matthias both met the qualities that were required, so they all prayed for the correct person to be chosen.  All big decisions should always start with prayer and the disciples follow the example in Luke 6:12-13, “12One day soon afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to pray, and he prayed to God all night. 13 At daybreak he called together all of his disciples and chose twelve of them to be apostles”.  After they had prayed, the disciples decided to cast lots to see which one of them would be chosen.  This may seem strange to us, but casting lots was a common way to discern the will of God for the Jews. The lot fell to Matthais and he was now the 12th disciple.

Read Chapter 2 before our next class.
	

