Romans Chapter 13 – Test Your Knowledge

1. If we rebel against governing authorities, what do we bring upon us?
A. God’s Favor
B. Satisfaction
C. Peace
D. Judgement 
2. God establishes our governing authorities.
A. True	
B. False
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of ______________ but also as a ___________________.
A. To be a team player,  matter of pride
B. Possible punishment,  matter of conscience
C. Fear, Good thing to do
D. None of the above

4. Under what debt is there no release?
A. Love for one another
B. Vengeance to those who don’t like us
C. Repaying debts even though we don’t want to
D. None of the above

5. Love does no ______ to its neighbor
A. Favors
B. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Work
C. Harm
D. Pranks


Bonus (20 Points): Who/What did Paul tell us to clothe ourselves in? 
____________________________________________________________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)








Recap from the Last Class
In Romans 12, Paul presented in the first two versus key answers to how we are to live as Christians – as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to the Lord which is our reasonable act of worshp.  Also he told us to allow our minds to be transformed by daily renewal and not to be conformed to the patterns of this world.  We must live like this (Holy) to be able to know what God’s will is for our lives.  We also learned we are to serve others in humility and also covered some of the gifts – i.e. prophesying, faith, serving, teaching, and serving.  Paul also told us to hate what is evil and be devoted to one another.  
  
Romans – Chapter 13 (NIV)
Submission to Governing Authorities  Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.
Love Fulfills the Law  -  8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
The Day Is Near - 11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.
COMMENTARY
Submission to the Authorities
V1-5 Submit to Governing Authorities – God commands Christians to obey the state, for the state as an institution is ordained and established by God.  God has instituted government because in the fallen world we need certain restraints to protect us from the chaos and lawlessness that is a natural result of sin.  1)  The civil government, as does all of life, stands under God’s laws. 2)  God has ordained the state to be an agent of justice, to restrain evil by punishing the wrongdoer and to protect the good in society (v3-4; 1 Pet 2:13-17).  3)  Paul describes government as it should be.  When it abandons its proper function, it is no longer from God nor operating according to His purpose.  For example, when the state requires something contrary to God’s Word, Christians must obey God rather than other humans (Acts 5:29; Dan 3:16-18; 6:6-10).  4)  It is the duty of all believers to pray for those in authority.  
V4 – The sword – The sword is frequently associated with death as in instrument of execution (Mat 26:52; Lk 21:24; Ac 12:2; 16:27; Heb 11:34; Rev 13:10).  Thus God has made provision for government to execute dangerous criminals who have committed vicious crimes.  
Responsibilities Toward Others
V6-7 Paying Taxes – We pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.  We are to do just as these verses state.  
V8-9 Let no debt remain outstanding – Believers should have no unpaid debts.  This does not mean that we are prohibited from borrowing from others in case of serious need (Ex 22:25; Ps 37:26; Mat 5:42; Lk 6:35).  But it does speak against both going into debt for unnecessary things and showing an attitude of indifference in repaying debts (Ps 37:21   The only debt from which there is no release is love for one another.  Paul also reminds us of some the 10 commandments that deal with relations between people, i.e. don’t commit adultery, don’t murder, don’t steal, don’t covet and all other commandments are summed up in “love your neighbor as yourself.”
V10 – Love does no harm to its neighbor – “Love” is fulfilled not only by positive commands (12:9-21; 1 Cor 13:4, 6-7), but also by negative ones.  All of the commandments mentioned here are negative in form (v9; 1 Cor 13:4-6).  1)  Love is positive; yet it is also negative in that it accounts for the human propensity toward sin, selfishness and cruelty.  Eight of the Ten Commandments are negative because sin comes naturally while goodness does not.  The first evidence of Christian love is a turning from sin and all that brings harm and sorrow to others.  2) The idea that Christian ethics must be only positive is a fallacy based on the ideas of a society that seeks to free itself from prohibitions that curb the sinful nature’s unrestrained desires (Gal 5:19-21).  
V11 – the fulfillment of our salvation is nearer than you think – so we must not let of love for God, others, His Word, prayer, worship, obedience, etc. grow week or fade away.  We are at the door of eternity, for at any given moment through death and also of the coming of our Lord to call us away – we are gone eternally – where will you spend eternity?  Are you ready?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]V12-13- The night is nearly over – Paul believed in the Lord’s imminent return to transfer the faithful of His churches to heaven (John 14:3), an event that Paul believed could happen even in his generation.  Christ warned that He would return at a time when the faithful were sure that He would not come (Mat 24:42-44).  For this reason, God’s children must always be spiritually ready and must “put aside the deeds of darkness” (Lk 12:35).  
V14 – Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ – We must be so united and identified with Christ that we imitate his life as our pattern for living, adopt his principles, obey His commands and become like Him.  This calls for a complete rejection of immorality and the acts of the sinful nature (Gal 5:19-21).  

What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

