Romans Chapter 3 – Test Your Knowledge

1. Who was entrusted with the whole revelation/oracles of God?
A. Prophets
B. Gentiles
C. the Jews
D. Angels
2. Even if everyone else is a liar, _____ is true.
A. the Law	
B. righteousness
C. God
D. scripture
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Who is righteous?
A. Jews
B. Gentiles
C. No one
D. Paul	

4. Only when we have faith do we truly _______.
A. love each other
B. obey the prophets
C. fulfill the law
D. None of the above

5. Who has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God? Only one answer
A. Jews
B. Paul
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Everyone
D. Gentiles


Bonus (20 Points): So we are made right with God through _______ and not by _______________________.

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)


Recap from the Last Class
Last week we studied chapter 2 and Paul said that God judges all people impartially, warning against hypocrisy in judging others while committing sin ourselves. Paul explained that both Jews and Gentiles are accountable for their sins.  The Jews are accountable through the written law and Gentiles through the law that was written on their hearts. Paul warned them that outward rituals like circumcision do not guarantee righteousness. True obedience flows from a transformed heart, not heritage or works, and good deeds are evidence of faith, not the basis of salvation. Ultimately, God alone is the righteous judge, and believers should live in humility and repentance, reflecting Christ rather than causing others to stumble.
Romans – Chapter 3
God Remains Faithful
1Then what’s the advantage of being a Jew? Is there any value in the ceremony of circumcision? 2 Yes, there are great benefits! First of all, the Jews were entrusted with the whole revelation of God. 
3 True, some of them were unfaithful; but just because they were unfaithful, does that mean God will be unfaithful? 4 Of course not! Even if everyone else is a liar, God is true. As the Scriptures say about him, “You will be proved right in what you say, and you will win your case in court.” 
5 “But,” some might say, “our sinfulness serves a good purpose, for it helps people see how righteous God is. Isn’t it unfair, then, for him to punish us?” (This is merely a human point of view.) 6 Of course not! If God were not entirely fair, how would he be qualified to judge the world? 7 “But,” someone might still argue, “how can God condemn me as a sinner if my dishonesty highlights his truthfulness and brings him more glory?” 8 And some people even slander us by claiming that we say, “The more we sin, the better it is!” Those who say such things deserve to be condemned.
All People Are Sinners
9 Well then, should we conclude that we Jews are better than others? No, not at all, for we have already shown that all people, whether Jews or Gentiles, are under the power of sin. 10 As the Scriptures say,
“No one is righteous — not even one. 11 No one is truly wise; no one is seeking God.
12 All have turned away; all have become useless. No one does good, not a single one.” 
13 “Their talk is foul, like the stench from an open grave. Their tongues are filled with lies.” “Snake venom drips from their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” 15 “They rush to commit murder. 16 Destruction and misery always follow them. 17 They don’t know where to find peace.” 18 “They have no fear of God at all.” 
19 Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was given, for its purpose is to keep people from having excuses, and to show that the entire world is guilty before God. 20 For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.

Christ Took Our Punishment
21 But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of the law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 22 We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.
23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they believe in Jesus.
27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on faith. 28 So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law.
29 After all, is God the God of the Jews only? Isn’t he also the God of the Gentiles? Of course he is. 30 There is only one God, and he makes people right with himself only by faith, whether they are Jews or Gentiles.[j] 31 Well then, if we emphasize faith, does this mean that we can forget about the law? Of course not! In fact, only when we have faith do we truly fulfill the law.
Verses 1 and 2 (Value in being a Jew)‬‬‬‬‬
	When we finished chapter 2, Paul was letting the Jews know that their Jewish heritage and the mark of circumcision would not save them.  So now he asks the question of whether there is any value in being a circumcised Jew?  You would think with the way that he just beat them over the head about counting on such things that his answer would be “no value”, but on the contrary, Paul says that there is great value in these things.  As previously stated, the Jews were and are God’s chosen people.  He chose them first and gave them the revelations or oracles of God.  It is through all of the Jewish prophets that we have God’s written word in the Old Testament and their great stories of faith in God.  Could you imagine trying to understand the New Testament without having the Old Testament?
Verses 3 and 4 (God is True)‬‬‬‬‬
	In these two verses Paul acknowledges that many of the Jewish people had rejected the Gospel message, but the fact that they rejected it does not make it any less true.  If every person on Earth denied Jesus, it still would not change that he was the sinless savior who came to seek and to save the lost.  Paul now makes one of his prominent statements in this chapter when he says, “Even if everyone else is a liar, God is true.” Paul then quotes from Psalm 51.4 and says that God will be proved right and win his case in court.  But isn’t that obvious that the Judge above all judges would win in court? 
Verses 5 and 8 (The more we sin….)‬‬‬‬‬
	Be careful when reading the scripture to make sure you don’t just read the text without understanding the context.  Many people who are trying to oppose Christianity will take certain words or phrases and take them out of context to trick you and confuse you.  That is exactly what was happening back then, and it is still happening today.  Apparently some people had been saying that Paul was teaching that the more we sin, the more God could forgive us.  They were advocating that we should sin more so God could get more glory.  How twisted and perverted these people must have been to believe such a lie.  
God never wants us to sin, and Jesus shed His blood on the cross to pay for our sins.  We should never intentionally sin, and then try to justify that we did it with good intentions.  Judas was probably thinking this when he betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.  Many commentaries think that Judas betrayed Jesus because he wanted Jesus to violently overthrow the Roman government.  Judas probably justified the bribe of 30 pieces of silver because he was forcing Jesus to be the Messiah that he wanted him to be.  Don’t ever think you can sin for good reasons. 
Verses 9 thru 18 (We are all sinners)‬‬‬‬‬
So now Paul asks the question whether the Jews are better than the Gentiles.  His answer is straight forward, and he tells them that the Jews are no better off than the Gentiles.  Both are under the power of sin, and both need God’s grace and forgiveness.  Paul now uses his deep knowledge of the Old Testament to weave several different scriptures from Psalm and Isaiah together to show how corrupt mankind can be.  The list describes the fallen man as being corrupt from head to toe and specifically says that no one is righteous except Jesus. 
Verses 19 and 20 (The Law can’t save you)
Although Paul has hinted at this several times in these first three chapters that the Law could not save you, now he plainly states that “trying” to obey the Law would not make your right with God.  The Jews had been given the Law and all their hope centered around it, but Paul has just busted their bubble and shattered everything they had ever been taught.  Why would Paul be so blunt with them?  Shouldn’t he have been more gentile with them?
Verses 21 and 22 (But now!!!!!)
	Paul had just taken all hope away from the Jews and Gentiles alike.  Everyone is a sinner.  Everyone is headed for destruction.  Everyone should receive their just reward in Hell.  But God……This is probably one of the biggest “buts” in the Bible.  
	Verse 21 starts out with one of the most beautiful phrases in scripture.  “But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him.”  Paul had crushed their spirit in verse 20, but now he gives them the hope that only God can provide.  There is a way to please God and receive all the promises that Moses and the other prophets had seen so long ago without keeping the requirements in the Law.  The answer lay not in keeping the Law, but rather in faith in Jesus Christ as the Messiah! This faith that makes all men right with God was not only offered to the Jews, but also to the Gentiles and all who would put their faith in Jesus.
Verses 23 and 24 (Not good enough)
	Verse 23 is another one of those verses that you should commit to memory. “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Why is this verse so important?  How can we use it when we are witnessing too the lost?
	There is none righteous no not one.  Everyone has sinned and everyone deserves to die for their sins.  But verse 24 brings redemption through Jesus who freed us from the penalty of our sins.  We have been “justified” by his grace.  This justification can be broken down as “Just if I’d” never sinned.  That is what Jesus did for you on the cross.  So did God just forgive our sins and nothing else was required?  Was this redemption free?  
Verses 25 and 26 (The Ultimate Sacrifice)
The Mosaic Law required that there be a penalty for sin.  A blood sacrifice was required as an atonement for sin, and for centuries this had been done through the blood of bulls and lambs.  But God offered one sacrifice for all time. The perfect sinless Lamb of God was hung on a cross and crucified for our sins.  He had no sin in Him, yet he took on the sins of the entire world, and shed every last drop of His precious blood to pay our debt. The debt that we could not pay.  When Jesus cried out on the cross and said, “it is finished”, your debt was paid in full!  
Verses 27 thru 30 (Don’t Boast)
Be careful not to boast about what you have done to earn your salvation.  We did not earn our salvation through keeping the law or by being religious.  God has given salvation freely as a gift to anyone who is willing to accept it.  If there is any boasting, then let it be about how good God is and everything that He has done for you. This faith is not just reserved for the Jew or Gentile, rich or poor, educated or uneducated, but rather for anyone who will repent of their sins and believe that Jesus is the Son of God.
Verses 31 and 32 (What about the Law?)
Many people had tried to kill Paul because they accused him of preaching against the Law. Now he asks the rhetorical question of whether the Law was void or not important anymore. Some people (Gentiles and reformed Jews) probably thought that this was true, but Paul tells them that only when we have faith do we truly fulfill the law.  In chapter 4 Paul will dive deeper into how the heroes of the Old Testament were made right in God’s sight through their faith and not by the Law or their good works. 
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

