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John Chapter 6 - Part 2 – Test Your Knowledge
1. Why did Jesus come down from Heaven?
A. To rebuke Satan
B. To do the will of God
C. To correct the Pharisees
D. To preach about John the Baptist
2. Jesus said that anyone who believed in Him ___________
A. Will have an easy life	
B. Would be free from persecution
C. Has eternal life
D. Would instantly be taken to Heaven
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Jesus said, “Anyone who eats this bread will not die as your ancestors did (even though they ate the manna) but will live forever.”
A. True
B. False	

4. John said that many of the __________ turned away and deserted Him in this chapter.
A. Jews
B. Gentiles
C. Pharisees
D. Disciples

5. In this chapter, Jesus said that one of His disciples was ____________.
A. A great prophet
B. A devil
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]A coward
D. An angel


Bonus (20 Points): Which Old Testament prophet did Jesus quote from in this chapter when He said, “They will all be taught by God.” 
______________

Grade: _______ (20 Points for each correct answer)

Recap from the Last Class
Last week in John 6 Jesus and His disciples encountered a large crowd near the Sea of Galilee during Passover season, leading to the miraculous feeding of thousands with a small offering from a young boy, which demonstrated Jesus’ power and the importance of trusting God. Jesus used this example to strengthen the faith of His disciples and not limit their thinking to the things of this world.  After the miracle of feeding the 5000+ people, the crowd tried to make Jesus an earthly king, but Jesus withdrew from them and sent His disciples away while He withdrew to a nearby hillside. 
The next morning, He walked on the water to reach His disciples and saved them from the stormy seas. The next day, people searched for Jesus because they wanted more food and more miracles, but He told them that true belief in Him is the work God desires. When they asked for another sign and mentioned the manna that Moses gave them, Jesus reminded them that God, not Moses, provided that bread from Heaven and then revealed that He Himself is the Bread of Life who gives eternal fulfillment.
John – Chapter 6 verses 37-71 (NLT)
	37 However, those the Father has given me will come to me, and I will never reject them. 38 For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will. 39 And this is the will of God, that I should not lose even one of all those he has given me, but that I should raise them up at the last day. 40 For it is my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him should have eternal life. I will raise them up at the last day.”
41 Then the people began to murmur in disagreement because he had said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph? We know his father and mother. How can he say, ‘I came down from heaven’?”
43 But Jesus replied, “Stop complaining about what I said. 44 For no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me, and at the last day I will raise them up. 45 As it is written in the Scriptures, ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 46 (Not that anyone has ever seen the Father; only I, who was sent from God, have seen him.)
47 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal life. 48 Yes, I am the bread of life! 49 Your ancestors ate manna in the wilderness, but they all died. 50 Anyone who eats the bread from heaven, however, will never die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live forever; and this bread, which I will offer so the world may live, is my flesh.”
52 Then the people began arguing with each other about what he meant. “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” they asked.
53 So Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you cannot have eternal life within you. 54 But anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise that person at the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57 I live because of the living Father who sent me; in the same way, anyone who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 I am the true bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will not die as your ancestors did (even though they ate the manna) but will live forever.”
59 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.
Many Disciples Desert Jesus
60 Many of his disciples said, “This is very hard to understand. How can anyone accept it?”
61 Jesus was aware that his disciples were complaining, so he said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what will you think if you see the Son of Man ascend to heaven again? 63 The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But some of you do not believe me.”(For Jesus knew from the beginning which ones didn’t believe, and he knew who would betray him.) 65 Then he said, “That is why I said that people can’t come to me unless the Father gives them to me.”
66 At this point many of his disciples turned away and deserted him.67 Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to leave?”
68 Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal life. 69 We believe, and we know you are the Holy One of God.”
70 Then Jesus said, “I chose the twelve of you, but one is a devil.” 71 He was speaking of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, one of the Twelve, who would later betray him.
Verses 37 thru 40 (The Father’s Will)‬‬‬‬‬
	Jesus now makes it clear that it is the Father’s will for everyone to believe in Him, and the Father will accept everyone who sincerely trust in Jesus as their savior.  This included the Jews, the Gentiles, Romans, Egyptians, men, women, rich and poor.  Jesus does not reject anyone, and everyone is welcome in the Father’s house.  Remember that the next time someone comes into church that doesn’t “look” like you or “talk” like you.  We are all God’s children, and we should welcome everyone into His church (not our church).  
Jesus says several things in this section of scripture that caused many people to question who He was.  He said that he had “come down from Heaven” and that He was doing what God told Him to do.  In verse 39, He said that He would not loose anyone, but that they would be raised up on the last day.  Many people have been confused by this section of scripture because all of Jesus’ disciples were martyred except for John and even then, he eventually died.  The misunderstanding is that even though they died, they were not lost.  Salvation means that we will have eternal life in Heaven and not here on earth.  Although they lost their battle with death, they have won their reward in Heaven.  In verse 40, Jesus makes one of His first statements about His role in the rapture when he says, “I will raise him up on the last day.”  He is the one who will call our names on the last day, and we will all rise from the grave to meet Him in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).
Verses 41 thru 46 (Drawn to Jesus)‬‬‬‬‬
	At this point some of the people began to question the things that Jesus was saying.  They knew that He was from Nazareth and that His father was Joseph.  Both of these things were true in some ways, because although He was born in Bethlehem, He had been raised in Nazareth by His earthly parents Mary and Joseph.  The people did not understand that Jesus existed before the world was ever created, and that He was the Son of God.  These things confused them and made them think that Jesus was speaking nonsense.
	Jesus told them to stop complaining about things that they did not understand.  Jesus wanted them to focus on the thing that really mattered which was the Father drawing them to Him so that they might be saved.  These Jews did not think they needed to be saved and that their place in Heaven was a forgone conclusion simply because they were children of Israel.  These people thought that they knew everything that God had said because it had been written by the prophets, but Jesus quotes from Isaiah 54:13 when he says that they will be “taught by God.”  They did not understand that the Son of God was standing in front of them teaching them, because they were blinded by their misunderstanding of the scriptures.  They thought that they had everything figured out, but they could not see the “forest for the trees.”  
Verses 47 thru 59 (Flesh and Blood)‬‬‬‬‬
	This section of scripture is one of the hardest things for people today to understand, and it was even harder for them to understand at that time.  Jesus starts out by repeating something that He had already said when He tells them that He is the “bread of life.”  This is the fifth time in this chapter that He has told them that He is the true bread or the bread of life, and He tells them that even though Moses and the Israelites ate manna in the wilderness that they all died.  Jesus was talking about a physical death and food that they consumed to satisfy their stomachs.  Jesus now tells them that anyone who eats the bread that He has will never die.  He even tells them that His flesh is this bread and He offers it so that the world may live.  
This caused a great commotion in the crowd because it sounded like Jesus was literally telling them to eat His flesh.  Jesus often used metaphors to teach the people, and they completely missed what He was telling them.  Jesus said that His body (flesh) was the bread of life, and that He would give this bread as an offering to cover the sins of the world.  Bread was often brought to the temple as an offering and is listed many times in the Old Testament as an acceptable offering to God. Jesus’ offering on the cross had not happened yet, and so this meaning was too hard for most of them to comprehend.
If that wasn’t enough, Jesus now tells them that they not only need to eat His flesh, but they must also drink His blood.  Can you imagine the images that must have been running through their minds?  Jesus sounded like a mad-man to them and drinking blood was strictly forbidden in the Old Testament.  All of this pointed to His great sacrifice on the cross where His body was given as the only acceptable sacrifice to God, and that His blood was shed once and for all to cover the sins of the world.
So, we cannot physically eat Jesus’ flesh and drink His blood today, and neither did His disciples do that when He was here on earth.  So, what did Jesus mean when He said we should do this?  Was he talking about consuming His Word?  Was He referring to communion? The answer is “yes.”  
We must consume His Word daily so that we may understand what He wants us to do and how He wants us to live.  If I sat a loaf of fresh hot bread in front of you and I asked you if it was good or not, how would you know?  If I asked you if it was soft and moist, how would you know?  If I asked you how it tasted, how would you know.  If I tried to explain how good it was and how it felt and tasted, would you actually know for yourself, or would you just be taking my word for it?  The only way that you would actually know for yourself would be for you to pick it up and take a bite of it, savor the taste in your mouth and then swallow it so that it satisfied your hunger.  The Word of God is the same way.  You must pick it up and read it for yourself and consume it daily.  You need this daily nourishment if you are truly going to know who God is and what He wants for your life.  You should have a true hunger for the Word of God, and you should have hunger pains anytime you go to long without consuming it. 
Jesus later gives us the full example of this at the last supper.  In Matthew 26:17–30, Mark 14:12–26 and Luke 22:7–30, we are told the story about how Jesus served His disciples bread and told them that the bread represents His body.  He then poured a cup of wine and gave it to each of the disciples to drink.  He told them that this wine represented His blood that would be poured out for the forgiveness of sins.  Today, we honor this same sacrament by following His example when we receive communion.
Verses 60 thru 66 (Abandoning Their Religion)‬‬‬‬‬
	All of this talk of eating flesh and blood had caused a great commotion not only among the Jewish people who were standing around Him, but also among Jesus’ own disciples.  This caused some of them to doubt what they had believed about Jesus, and they ask Him how they are supposed to accept this hard message that Jesus had just given them.  This radical terminology had been used by Jesus to weed out His true believers from those who were just following some religious ideology.  Although Jesus already knew the answer, He now asked them if this “offended” them?  Then he tells them if they cannot accept this, then how will they feel when they see Him ascend into Heaven?  
	Jesus was sifting His disciples like grain to remove the worthless chaff and reveal the true wheat that would be used to spread His gospel.  Jesus repeats again that people cannot come to Him unless they are drawn to Him by the Father.  These apostate Christians had only followed Jesus because they “wanted” to and not because the Father had drawn them.  They had not been drawn by the Father’s love, but rather they had been drawn by their own desires.  When Jesus had told them this, John says that many of His disciples abandoned Him and returned to their old ways.  
Many people today still fall into this same pattern.  They are excited about their newfound religion and they are loyal for some period, but when times become hard and their faith is challenged, they quickly walk away from God.  Was this a bad thing with all of these disciples leaving Jesus?  Would you rather have a mega church with 10,000 people showing up every service and a budget of a million dollars a year in tithes, or would you rather have a small church of devoted saints who are true worshippers of God? 
Just like Jesus did with these disciples, we also need to evaluate what it is in our lives that is keeping us from focusing on the things that matter most.  What is it in your life today that is keeping you from having a closer walk with God?  Do you have some clutter in your life that needs removed?  Think of all of the excuses that you come up with for why you can’t do what you know God wants you to do.  Many things in life are necessary, but many things are optional.  Sports, hobbies, overtime, social groups and possibly even some church activities may be hindering you. What is holding you back from fully serving God?

Verses 67 thru 69 (The Faithful Few)‬‬‬‬‬
	At this point Jesus turns to the twelve remaining disciples and asked them if they wanted to leave too.  Just like Jesus knew the hearts of the disciples who had just walked away from Him, He also knew the hearts of the twelve men left standing before Him.  Most people would have been very disappointed to see the majority of their ministry walk away, but I don’t think that was how Jesus felt as He stood before these brave souls.  Jesus knew that these men would be the vessels that would carry His Gospel message to the rest of the world.  
That is still what Jesus is looking for today.  Faithful believers who will work hard to spread the Good News to those people who need it the most.  It isn’t something that you can just choose to do, rather it is something that we were all commanded to do.  It isn’t just the job of the pastor, teacher, evangelist and missionary to spread the Gospel, but it something that we were all commanded to do in the Great Commission.  This is one of those messages that is taught in each of the four synoptic gospels, and it applies to ALL of His followers.  Not everyone is called to be a teacher or a pastor, but everyone is called to be a witness to the lost.  Who have you witnessed to this week?
Verses 70 and 71 (The Traitor)‬‬‬‬‬
	As we have already mentioned, Jesus knew the heart of each and everyone of the men standing in front of Him.  Although He had purged most of the unfaithful people from His presence, one still remained.  Jesus tells His remaining disciples that He had personally chosen each of them, but He said that one of them was a devil.  These are strong words, but Jesus knew that Judas Iscariot would eventually betray Him to the Jewish leaders.  This likely caused great concern amongst the disciples, but we are not told at this point that anyone questioned who this devil was.  John is writing this section of scripture many years after Judas had betrayed Jesus, so even though he did not know who the traitor was when Jesus originally said this, as the writer of this gospel he was well aware of who and what Judas would do and He includes it here for our knowledge.
	
What did you learn from this class? _______________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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