Acts Chapter 15 – Test Your Knowledge

1. What were the Jews telling the Christians to do in this chapter to be saved?
A. Get baptized
B. Pay their tithes
C. Go to church on the Sabbath
D. Get circumcised 

2. What book of the old testimony did James quote from in this chapter?
A. Ezekiel
B. Samuel
C. Amos
D. Daniel
	
3. [bookmark: _Hlk202892041]Who made the final “judgement” call and sent a letter to the Gentiles?
A. James 
B. Peter
C. Paul
D. John

4. Where did Barnabas go after he left Antioch of Syria at the end of this chapter?
A.  Pamphylia
B.  Cyprus
C.  Rome
D.  All of the above 

5. Who did Paul take with him on his second missionary journey?
A. Timothy
B. Barnabas
C. [bookmark: _Hlk202892090]Silas
D. John Mark

Bonus (20 Points): Did Paul ever make up with John Mark?  List scripture reference(s). ____________

Grade:_____ (20 Points for each correct answer)




The Acts of the Apostles – Chapter 15
	Last week Paul and Barnabas completed their missionary journey and visited the towns of Iconium, Lystra, Derbe.  While they were in Lystra, Paul heals a cripple man and the people of the town think he is a god. The Jews that tried to stone him in Iconium follow him to Lystra and they stone him and leave him for dead.  Paul miraculously survives and he continues to preach the gospel.  Paul and Barnabas head back to Antioch of Syria and visit all of the churches they planted on their journey.  When they get back to Antioch of Syria, they tell everyone about their success and continue to preach the gospel in Syria for a long time. 
The Council at Jerusalem (NLT)
1 While Paul and Barnabas were at Antioch of Syria, some men from Judea arrived and began to teach the believers: “Unless you are circumcised as required by the law of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 Paul and Barnabas disagreed with them, arguing vehemently. Finally, the church decided to send Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, accompanied by some local believers, to talk to the apostles and elders about this question. 3 The church sent the delegates to Jerusalem, and they stopped along the way in Phoenicia and Samaria to visit the believers. They told them—much to everyone’s joy—that the Gentiles, too, were being converted.
4 When they arrived in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul were welcomed by the whole church, including the apostles and elders. They reported everything God had done through them. 5 But then some of the believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and insisted, “The Gentile converts must be circumcised and required to follow the law of Moses.”
6 So the apostles and elders met together to resolve this issue. 7 At the meeting, after a long discussion, Peter stood and addressed them as follows: “Brothers, you all know that God chose me from among you some time ago to preach to the Gentiles so that they could hear the Good News and believe. 8 God knows people’s hearts, and he confirmed that he accepts Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us. 9 He made no distinction between us and them, for he cleansed their hearts through faith. 10 So why are you now challenging God by burdening the Gentile believers with a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors were able to bear? 11 We believe that we are all saved the same way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.”
12 Everyone listened quietly as Barnabas and Paul told about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.
13 When they had finished, James stood and said, “Brothers, listen to me. 14 Peter has told you about the time God first visited the Gentiles to take from them a people for himself. 15 And this conversion of Gentiles is exactly what the prophets predicted. As it is written:
16 ‘Afterward I will return
    and restore the fallen house of David.
I will rebuild its ruins
    and restore it,
17 so that the rest of humanity might seek the Lord,
    including the Gentiles—
    all those I have called to be mine.
The Lord has spoken—
18     he who made these things known so long ago.’
19 “And so my judgment is that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 20 Instead, we should write and tell them to abstain from eating food offered to idols, from sexual immorality, from eating the meat of strangled animals, and from consuming blood. 21 For these laws of Moses have been preached in Jewish synagogues in every city on every Sabbath for many generations.”
The Letter for Gentile Believers
22 Then the apostles and elders together with the whole church in Jerusalem chose delegates, and they sent them to Antioch of Syria with Paul and Barnabas to report on this decision. The men chosen were two of the church leaders—Judas (also called Barsabbas) and Silas. 23 This is the letter they took with them:
“This letter is from the apostles and elders, your brothers in Jerusalem. It is written to the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. Greetings!
24 “We understand that some men from here have troubled you and upset you with their teaching, but we did not send them! 25 So we decided, having come to complete agreement, to send you official representatives, along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We are sending Judas and Silas to confirm what we have decided concerning your question.
28 “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay no greater burden on you than these few requirements: 29 You must abstain from eating food offered to idols, from consuming blood or the meat of strangled animals, and from sexual immorality. If you do this, you will do well. Farewell.”
30 The messengers went at once to Antioch, where they called a general meeting of the believers and delivered the letter. 31 And there was great joy throughout the church that day as they read this encouraging message.
32 Then Judas and Silas, both being prophets, spoke at length to the believers, encouraging and strengthening their faith. 33 They stayed for a while, and then the believers sent them back to the church in Jerusalem with a blessing of peace. 35 Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch. They and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord there.
Paul and Barnabas Separate
36 After some time Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit each city where we previously preached the word of the Lord, to see how the new believers are doing.” 37 Barnabas agreed and wanted to take along John Mark. 38 But Paul disagreed strongly, since John Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in their work. 39 Their disagreement was so sharp that they separated. Barnabas took John Mark with him and sailed for Cyprus. 40 Paul chose Silas, and as he left, the believers entrusted him to the Lord’s gracious care. 41 Then he traveled throughout Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches there.
Verse 1 (Trouble in Antioch)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul and Barnabas had returned to their home church, and they preached in that area for about a year.  It is now 49 A.D. and some men come from the area of Judia and start to cause trouble in the church at Antioch of Syria.  These men appear to be Jewish converts who came from the area around Jerusalem, and they start to teach the believers that they are not really saved if they have not been circumcised.  This is one of Satan’s most infamous tricks on new believers.  He starts to sow seeds of doubt in their minds that they are not “really saved”.  Almost every new Christian faces this battle and as fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, we must be ready and willing to help them walk thru this fiery furnace.  New Christians (and old ones too) will struggle with their walk of faith, and that often includes slipping back into old sinful habits.  Don’t be afraid to engage new believers and ask them how they are doing.  Encourage them to share their struggles and lead them back to the Word of God. Show them that we are not perfect and we will occasionally fail.  But we have an advocate with the Father, and we can ask for forgiveness again and again.
	These Jewish believers who continue to think that they are still under the law are often referred to as Judaizers, and they would continually cause problem in the church during the 1st century.  It is hard to know if their belief in keeping the Law was genuine or if they were intentionally trying to keep the Gentiles from receiving salvation and limiting their numbers.  Either way their teaching caused great strife in the church at Antioch.  Didn’t Peter already settle this argument when Cornellius and his entire (uncircumcised) household received the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
Verses 2 and 3 (Faith by Grace Alone)‬‬‬‬‬
	Paul and Barnabas argue with these Judaizers and insist that salvation comes from the acceptance of Jesus as their Savior alone, and that they are not required to get circumcised to be saved.  The church was at a crucial point in its history, and salvation itself was on trial.  If they would have accepted that the Law of circumcision still applied, then what about the rest of the Law?  If they had allowed these Judaizers to win this battle, then the church at Antioch may have faded away.  What else have we allowed to happen and refused to fight for our Christian beliefs? 
	The disagreement over the subject finally came to the point that the leaders of the church at Antioch decided to send representatives to the church at Jerusalem to settle the matter.  This recognition that the church at Jerusalem had authority over the other churches, leads us to believe that these “apostles and elders” held the highest position and could give final judgement on the matter.  The church at Antioch chooses to send Paul and Barnabas along with some other believers on this journey.  As they travel to Jerusalem, Paul doesn’t waist any opportunity and he stops at the churches in Phoenicia and Samaria to share the good news about the Gentile believers being converted on his missionary trip.
Verses 4 and 5 (Christian Pharisees?)‬‬‬‬‬
	When this group of Christian delegates reach Jerusalem, they are warmly welcomed by the entire church including the apostles and elders.  Paul tells them about his missionary journey and the great success that they had in Cyprus, Pamphylia and Galatia.  But ……. there is always a but. We learn in this verse that apparently there were lots of Jewish Pharisees who had accepted Jesus as their Savior, and they held considerable sway in the church at Jerusalem.  These Pharisees were among the most strict adherents to the Law, and they still attempted to live under the Law and under Grace at the same time.  They insisted that these new Gentile believers must be circumcised and follow the Law of Moses.  
Although we are not told whether any of these men were the ones who had gone to Antioch, I would assume that they had either sent them or encouraged them to go to Antioch.  I’m not sure I would put them in the category of “troublemakers”, but this attitude toward the acceptance of Gentiles had reared its ugly head before, and it would happen again in the future.  Sometimes you don’t have to start trouble, but you can instigate it by negative comments.  Be careful about criticizing your Pastor or other church leaders.  Sometimes something you say can spread like wildfire and start trouble that you did not think would happen.  If you have anything that concerns you in the church, go and talk to the Pastor or the one who offended you.  Jesus gave us direct instructions on how to handle this in Matthew 18:15-17.  
Verses 6 thru 11 (The Council at Jerusalem)‬‬‬‬‬
	When the apostles and elders herd these arguments, they decided to hold a formal meeting of the church to discuss the issue.  This meeting is often referred to as the “Council at Jerusalem” and we find out who is in the leadership positions in the early church.  After they had heard arguments from both sides on the issue, Peter stands up and addressed the council and the other believers who had gathered for the meeting.  It is not surprising to see Peter stand up and speak since he had already been recognized as one of the early church leaders.  
	Peter starts out by addressing the council and telling them that they know that God had chosen him to bring the gospel message to the Gentiles (Acts 11:18).  Peter tells them that they are saved by faith alone and that God does not show favoritism toward them or the Jews.  Everyone was equal in Gods eyes back then and that is still true today.  God accepts the prayer of repentance from a murdering, lying, stealing, drug dealer, just like he does from the good little boy who has always gone to church and gets saved in Sunday School.  Everyone is equal at the foot of the Cross. 
	Peter now asks the crowd why they are trying to force the Gentiles to be under the same Law that they themselves (especially the Pharisees) were never able to keep.  The Law was never meant to save anyone and instead all it did was point out the sins that you were committing.  Peter goes on to say that we have all received the same Grace that none of us deserved, but that Christ freely gives salvation to anyone who will call upon his mighty name.
Verses 12 thru 21 (My Judgement)‬‬‬‬‬
	When Peter had concluded his speech, Paul and Barnabas stand up and share the stories of their missionary journey and recount all of the miraculous signs and wonders that they had seen.  They tell them about how they were sharing the gospel to both the Jews and the Gentiles and how massive numbers of both groups had accepted Jesus as their Savior.  These stories of conversion are always a blessing to my ears, as it must have been for most of the people in that room.
	After Paul and Barnabas had finished telling their story, James stood up and addressed the council.  Although I could not find a biblical reference to prove that this was Jesus’ half brother James, all of the sources that I read use early church history to list this as James son of Joseph and not James son of Alphaeus.  We know that it was not James son of Zebedee, because he was martyred several years earlier in Acts 12.
	 James was not originally a believer, but apparently he had become a believer after Jesus appeared to him after his resurrection.  Now James has become the leader of the church in Jerusalem.  James tells the council that when Peter took the gospel to the Gentiles, he was fulfilling what the prophet Amos had prophesied in Amos 9:11-12.  Amos had prophesied that even the Gentiles would seek after God and that all that He had called would belong to him.  In other words, it was always God’s plan to bring the Gentiles into his fold as part of his chosen people.
	Now James stands and makes a statement that lets us know that he is indeed the leader of the church.  James says, “and so my judgement is”.  It was his decision, and it was final.  No one stood up to say anything after him and his judgement would end the debate once and for all (not really).
	James says that they should only require the Gentiles to abstain from eating meat offered to idols, abstain from eating strangled meat, abstain from eating blood and to abstain from sexual immorality.  These requirements were somewhat of a compromise between the Jews who still followed the law and the Gentile believers.  The Gentiles would not be required to be circumcised, and the kosher laws would keep the Jews from being offended during fellowship meals.  We should also note that James used the word “abstain” instead of “shall not”.  Legal definitions can sometimes be tricky, but I believe James chose this word intentionally, so that the Jews would not be able to persecute the Gentiles if they did break these kosher laws.  Paul would later write to the church at Corinth and discuss this very issue of the kosher laws. He would say that we have freedom to eat anything, but not if it offended a brother in Christ.  
Verses 22 thru 35 (Letter to the Gentiles)‬‬‬‬‬
	At the conclusion of James’ message all of the believers accepted the judgement (even the Jewish Christians) and they decide to send delegates from the church at Jerusalem to Antioch of Syria to deliver the message.  A letter was written that included the afore-mentioned kosher laws and the abstinence from sexual immorality.  It also gave some clarity to the Gentiles that the Judaizers who had started the trouble were not sent by the church in Jerusalem.  The letter specifically said that they gave no commandment that the Gentiles had to be circumcised. This discredited the troublemakers who got it all started, and the letter was read aloud by Silas and Judas who were likely Jewish Christians.  
	This letter was accepted by the Gentile believers with great joy, and Silas and Judas stayed at Antioch for some time to teach and preach the Word.  This could have been a horrible situation if it had not been handled correctly, but due to their wisdom and the leading of the Holy Spirit, the matter was handled with grace and further strengthened the church.  

Verses 36 thru 41 (Paul and Barnabas Separate)‬‬‬‬‬
	After spending some time preaching in Antioch, Paul suggests to Barnabas that they go back and visit all of the places where they had started churches on the first missionary journey.  Barnabas thought that this was a good idea, and he tells Paul that he wants to bring John Mark along for the trip.  Paul refuses to take John Mark along because he had deserted them in the middle of their first journey.  This argument between these two friends escalates to the point that they decide to separate from each other and go two different ways.  Barnabas takes John Mark with him to Cyprus and Paul chooses Silas to be his companion and go to Syria and Cilicia.  
Paul would later reconcile to John Mark (Colossians 4:10-11, Philemon 1:24 and 2 Timothy 4:11), and the last words that Paul would ever write in the New Testament were that he wanted John Mark to come to see him in Rome.  Don’t let a disagreement between you and another Christian get out of hand.  As humans we will have disagreements with each other, but as Christians we are held to a higher standard.  Sometimes all you can do is ask for forgiveness (even if you don’t think you did anything wrong), and try to show them love.  If they refuse to forgive you, don’t get angry and just continue to pray for them.  
Read Chapter 16 before our next class.
